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The seat of knowledge: After 25 years, they’re finally about to finish 



raise £lbn 
in sell-off 
of airwaves 
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Ihe final question: The black ‘Mastennind’ chair looks out to sea across ScapaHow mtfie Orkney Islands, where the last episode of the qus show is being ftnedfiodap The venue for the 
last-ewer televisual test of cerebri fitness - hosted by Maghus Magjrmsson - Is appropriately St Magnus Cathe d ra l. The episode wffl be screened on 25 August Photograph: Colin McPherson 

Howard’s ‘triple deceit’ - 


Kim Sengupta 

and Anthony Bevins 

Ann Widdecombe, the former prisons 
minister, is planning to make public de- 
tails of three separate occasions on 
which, she says, Michael Howard ms- 
led the Horise of Commoos over the dis- 
missal of Derek Lewis from his post as 
director general of the Prison Service. 

Following a day in which the Tbry 
leadership election plunged into vit- 
riolic personal recriminations, The 
Independent can reveal details of ac- 
cusations Mr Howard could face in the 
House of Commons. 

It is also believed that one reason 
William Hague stepped back from his 
proposed “dream ticket*’ alliance with 
the former Home Secretary is that his 
backers became aware of the politi- 
cally-damaging claims Ms Widde- 
combe was going to make. 

The former believes there may be 
as many as three instances when her 
previous boss misled Parliament Ms 
Widdecombe has told friends that 
sbe has access to documents to pur- 
sue her campaign against Mr Howard. 

One of the occasions, it is believed, 
was his response to the House of Com- 
mons about his involvement in the 
sacking of the governor of Parkhurst 
Prison, and his supposed dealings on 
the affair with Mr Lewis. 


Mr Howard is on record as telling 
MPs: the Leader of the Opposi- 

tion made three allegations: that I per- 
sonally told Mr Lewis that the 
governor of Parkhurst should be sus- 
pended immediately; that when Mr 
Lewis objected as it was an operational 
matter, I threatened to instruct him to 
do it; and when Mr Lewis further ob- 
jected, I told the operational director 
of the Prison Sendee, by fax, that I 
would announce it in the House of 
Commons that day. 

“Each and every one of the allega- 
tions is untrue." 

If Ms Widdecombe gets the chance 
to lay her case before the Commons, 
Mr Howard could be questioned on 
whether his unequivocal statement was 
totally accurate. 

Ms Widdecombe win see the Speak- 
er of the House of Commons tomor- 
row to arrange how she can present her 
allegations to fellow MPs. Her public 
intervention, many Tory MPs think, 
would fatally weaken the leadership 
challenge of Mr Howard, a man. Ms 
Widdecombe feels "not fit to lead the 
Conservative Party or the country". 

She has told friends: “I am sure a 
way can be found. I am not going to 
present documents myself, because for- 

tner ministers do not do that. Nor am 
I going to repeat private conversations 
with senior civil servants. 



Ann Widdecombe: Describes 
Michael Howard as ‘not fit to lead* 

“But if Mr Howard denies the mat- 
ter that is put to him I shall get in touch 
with Sh Robin Butler [the Cabinet Sec- 
retary] mid ask him to intervene. I shall 
also ask for the documents to be 
made public under disclosure. 

“Michael Howard is a Houdini 
character, he has got away with an aw- 
ful lot in the past, he is a Teflon Man. 
But even people like him cannot de- 
pend on luck all the time". 

Yesterday, Ms Widdecombe was in- 
censed by what she sees as the Howard 
camp disseminating “disgusting 
smears" about her. She said: “It seems 
be wants to play dirty, he is going to 


regret iL" She was vehemently ob- 
jecting to what she believes was “plant" 
in the Daily Mail yesterday that she. a 
“a convent-educated spinster” had 
been wooed by Mr Lewis with choco- 
lates and flowers, and bad as a result 
become his partisan supporter when 
he was sacked by Mr Howard. 

Ms Widdecombe called this “ama2r 
ing ... a demonstrable Be ... There were, 
alas, no chocolates. The only flowers 
were the ones I sent to Mis Lewis af- 
ter her husband was sacked. I gpt bawled 
out by Michael Howard for my pains." 

She was backed up last night by Mr 
Lewis who said he had never sent any 
chocolates to Ms Widdecombe but he 
and his wife sent flowers to the former 
minister on two occasions more than 
a year after be was sacked. 

With the redoubtable Ms Widde- 
combe on the warpath against him, Mr 
Howards campaign team tried a dam- 
age limitation exercise - issuing two 
glowing tributes from “former col- 
leagues" and “new MPs". 

In a press release, headed “Former 
colleagues back Howard”, five people 
who had worked with Mr Howard as 
a minister said: “He has proved him- 
self as an outstanding minister and col- 
league. We believe that he is the right 
man to lead the Conservative Party. 

The new MPs said: “He has the 
vigour, experience and determination 


needed to provide dear leadership ... 
and has proven himself capable of de- 
feating Tony Blair." 

Mr Howard told ITf?s Channel 4 
News last night that he had taken the 
right decision in the public interest as 
fkr as the sacking of Mr Levris was con- 
cerned 

“If Ann wants to make any specif- 
ic allegations about my conduct, I shall 
deal with them honestly, fairly and 
comprehensively,’' he said. “I shall 
meet any charges that axe made." 


Anthony Bovins 

Political Editor 

The Labour Government is to 
launch a £lbn “privatisation" of 
the business airwaves, raising 
extra windfall revenue from 
companies who run minicab 
businesses, mobile phones and 
pagers. . 

Ihe surprise measure fell 

ett. President oCfhcfBoard of 
Hade, who inherited it from Ian 
l^ n g, her Tbry predecessor, 
who was said yesterday “not to 
have gpt round to it”. 

The Prime Minister's office 
said that the Wireless Telegra- 
phy Radio Spectrum BUI would 
give the Government power 
to auction off licences of radio 
frequencies, for set periods, in 
particularly congested areas 
like cities. 

At the moment, the licences 
are sold off at cost, raising only 
£40m, and the auction process 
is expected to guarantee that 
the bidders do not take more 
of the frequencies than they 
need. 

It is estimated that - where 
the new charge applies - the 
new legislation could add about 
50p a week to the cost of each 
minicab, and, possibly, lOp a 
week to the cosL of a mobile 
phone or pager. 

A government source said 
that businesses which use the 
frequencies - excluding the 
broadcasters -contribute an es- 
timated £12bn to the economy 
and are thought to be expand- 
ing at the rate of about 7(X) jobs 
a week. 

The actual detail of the leg- 
islation is still be decided, but 
the frequencies are to be auc- 
tioned off for fixed periods of 
time, which means that the 
measure falls short of full-scale 
privatisation. 

Ministers will have no qualms 


about ihe action, because it rais- 
es much-needed money from 
a booming business sector 
which has been provided with 
a “cut-price licence to print 
money", as one Whitehall 
source put iL 

The new Bill will be one of 
26 to be included in the Queen's 
Speech legislative programme 
to be announced by the 
Monarch in the formal Stale 
Opening of Parliament this 
morning. 

After a meeting between 
a group of Dunblane parents, 
Tony Blair, Cherie Booth, Jack 
Straw, the Home Secretary, 
and Donald Dewar, the Secre- 
tary of State for Scotland, at 
Number 10 yesterday, the 
Prime Minister’s office said 
that Mr Blair had given them 
an assurance that all handguns 
would be banned and that he 
would override any resistance 
from the Lords. 

■It was disclosed last night that 
the Commons Speaker. Betty 
Boothroyd. will make an early 
statement on the status of the 
two Sinn Fein MPs. who have 
said that they will go to West- 
minster, but will not take their 
oath of allegiance to the Queen; 
a requirement imposed by law 
on all serving MPs. 

Without taking the oatkMft 
are not allowed to speak or vote 
in the Chamber of the House - 
or draw their salary. But it had 
been suggested that they might 
be entitled to office space and 
other facilities. 

• Miss Boothroyd is expected 
to rule that elected Members 
have no entitlement to use the 
facilities of the Palace of West- 
minster until they have taken 
the oath of allegiance - there- 
by restricting the access of 
Gerry Adams and Martin 
McGuhmess to the Commons 
precincts. 

Dunblane pledge, page 6 


Stuck up the Cakehole 
in wildest protest yet 


Steve Boggatt 

Man the nmneller managed to 
laugh when he pointed at the 
crack running along the tow, im- 
possibly tight ceiling of the day 
shaft. “There's no shoring m that 
bit," he said. “And the cracks 
getting wider." 

Something K> bear in mind, 
perhaps, for the bailiffs, or po- 
lice. or military types who will 
have to extract him and at least 
two other eco-wamots from 

the Cakehole, the most ambi- 
tious protest tunnel ever bunt 

under the path of a construction 

P TteWnnel, nnmiag50ft deep 

and in at least five different di- 
rections, has been gouged out 

“ Ilo” 


of the Boltin Valley that mil 
soon be dunned up to make way 
for Manchester Airport's £172m 
second runway. Possibly within 
days - certainly within weeks - 
the Cakehole and the three 
people who currently live in it 
will become as much household 
names as Swampy - aka Daniel 
Hooper - and Big Mama, the 
tunnel at the A30 in Fainnfle, 
Devon, that kept him from the 
bailiffs for a week in January. 

Yesterday, as police filmed 
the entrance to the tunnel in 
preparation for their assault 
on it. The Independent was al- 
lowed through the bolted trap- 
door with its “Stop!” sign and 
down into the shaft. It is a phe- 
nomenal piece of work by up to 


40 people, none of whom have 
mining skills, but only three of 
its prime movers - Moppet 
Dave, 30, Matt, 23, and Denise 

- are expected to be locked in- 
side when eviction comes. 

The tunnel winds and twists at 
heights and widths ranging from 
about 1-tin to aatyaboui So. Most 
is shored up with wood or con- 
crete, but some sections, called 
“wormholes^, are tight, sound ani 
deliberately left unshored. Small, 
low rooms are dug out at inter- 
vals to serve as a panny and bed- 
rooms. And at least one of die 
bedrooms -with an entrance les 

than 8m wkje, has an escape tun- 
nel running off iL 

Despite attempts to ventilate 
the tunnel with a tan powered 
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by a 12-volt battery, the air is 
stale and damp. Movement is 
difficult, and within the first few 
yards, those mating an assault 
on the tunnel will have to ne- 
gotiate bolted doom, sharp tuns 
and 90-degree vertical twists. 
But the tunnellers insist there 
are more surprises ahead - de- 
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signed not to harm but to hin- 
der. 

“We intend to make life as 
difficult as possible for them to 
get us out and begin destroying 
this valley,” said Muppet Dave, 
a lithe eight-stone tunneller on 
his third project. Softly spoken 
and sporting a red and green 
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Money 12-14 
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ership victory had been trifled by the 
attack, he said: “far from it I think that 
those who will be making this judge- 
ment in the parliamentary party over 
the next few weeks want someone 
whose record shows that he is not go- 
ing to shirk the tough decisions that 
are needed to restore the fortunes of 
our party". 

He added: “That is the kind of lead- 
ership that I believe our party needs. 
The campaign is going well and I am 
confident of my prospects.” 

Peter Lffley claimed yesterday that 
be bad barred Ms Widdecombe from 
his campaign for the Tbry leaderhsqp 
because of her behaviour towards Mr 
HomnL *1 do not think it rigta for any- 
body in the course of this campaign to 
indulge in personal criticisms of can- 
didates,” he said. 


Through the Cakehole: 
Muppet Dave crawls 
around inside the intricate 
tunnel network designed 
to confound the bailiffs, 
who are set to arrive 
within days 

Photograph: Martin Rickett 


Mohican, he cut his teeth at 
FairnrBe where he lasted onl) 
half a day less than Swampy. 

Yesterday, as Randall Hfl> 
bert, the Under Sheriff oi 
Cheshire, read the final evictioi 
notice on the site, near more 
than 10 other tunnels and be 
neath sturdily constructed tree 
houses, Matt was preparing it 
be locked under ground. 

He was asked how he would 
feel when, after weeks breath- 



SAVING 


he finally came face to face with 
them. 

“I don’t know, because it wil 
be my first time," he said. “Bui 
everyone tells me that, while 
they’re chippngyou out, they*K 
actually very nice.” 


QUICKLY 


Bomb in Peking 

A home-made exploded in. 
a central Peking park, next to 
Chirm’s leaderehp compound, 
killing one person. Page 10 


Whatever you save for, an Abbey National 
Instant Saver Account makes it easy. The 
Account offers flexibility to save in a way 
that suits you. With tiered rates of interest 
you can watch your savings grow, plus 
instant access to your 
money 24 hours a day*. 

To And out -more, call | mm 
into your local branch. wmm 
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Loyalist killing sparks fears 
of 'new nightmare’ in Ulster 

The killing this week by loyalists of an elderly Catholic man has 
been followed by a warning that Northern Ireland could be on the 
brink of “a new nightmare of suffering and uncertainty”. 

The man, 61 -year-old Sean Brown, was ^M ncted by unknown 




Gaelic Athletic Association premises in the nationalist village of 
BeUaghy in County Londonderry. After a struggle he was bundled 
into bis own car and driven away. The vehicle was later fouQd 
ablaze some miles away; Mr Brown's body was lying nearby. He 
bad been shot. The local parish priest, Hither Andrew Dolan, said 
of Mr Brown, who was the father of six children: “He was very 
much a Christian gentleman-” There is speculation that the 
loyalists responsible might belong to a new organisation which 
recently broke away from the Ulster Volunteer Force. One of its 
leading members is said to be in prison. David McKrttrick 

Carer found guilty of ill-treatment 

The director of two private homes for mentally disabled people was 
yesterday convicted of ill-treating one of the residents in her care. 

Angela Rowe, 39, was found guilty of ill-treatment through 
grabbing the resident’s hair and pulling her downstairs. Rowe, of 
Windsor, Berkshire, has been already convicted of two cases of 
wilfully neglecting residents at Stoke Place Mansion House and 
Stoke Green House, the homes she and her late husband, Gordon, 
ran in Stoke Pbges, Buckinghamshire The jury at Kingston Crown 
Court also convicted one of Rowe's senior care supervisors, 

Lorraine Field, 42, of Stoke Poges, of two counts of ill-treating 
residents. Another supervisor, Desmond Tully, 33, of Exeter, Devon, 
was cleared of ill-treating a resident The jury will return today to 
consider a further four charges against the defendants. Louise Jury 

The real thing gets its bottle back 

The real thing is back. Glass Coca-Cola bottles in their original 
shape are returning to Britain for the first time in 20 years. 

A brand new 330ml bottle will be on sale in selected bars and 
clubs during the next fewweeks, with distribution widening over the 
year. A spokeswoman for the company said the move came after 
research “confirmed that consumers still see drinking from die glass 





briefing 


bottle as the ‘ultimate’ way of enjoying Coca-Cola”. The classic 
bottle was withdrawn from Britain in die Seventies when recycling 
was not widely available. To celebrate its reappearance, there will be 
an exhibition aL the Design Museum, central London, featuring 
pictures of famous, and infamous, figures drinking ftom the Coca- 
Cola bottle - including the Cuban President, Fidel Castro (above). 

Temporary ban for road-rage doctor- 

A hospital doctor, jailed for three months last September after 
holding an imitation gun to a disabled man’s throat in a road rage 
attack, will be allowed to early on practising medicine after the 
General Medical Council yesterday struck him off the register for 
just one rhohlh. At a GMC hearing. Dr Chidi Uko Uche, 28, a 
Nigerian-trained former senior bouse officer at the Queen Elizabeth 
II hospital In Welwyn Garden City. Hertfordshire, said Mr 
McNamara had been drunk, had racially abused him and was the 
aggressor in the incident in Cricklewood, north-west London. 

Criminal chaige over ‘Sea Empress’ 

The board of the Government's Environment Agency agreed in 
principle yesterday to proceed with a criminal prosecution for the 
pollution caused by the Sea Empress oil disaster at Milford Havon, 
Pembrokeshire. 15 months ago during salvage attempts after the 
supertanker struck submerged rocks at the harbour entrance. 
Possible targets for the prosecution include the Department of 
Transport’s Coastguard Authority, Milford Haven Port Authority, 
the ranker's operators, and her master. Nicholas Schoon 

Hidden hazard in licking golf balls 

Golfers who give their golf balls a “go-faster" lick before teeiflg-off 
risk doing tbeir livers more damage on tire course than afterwards in 
the clubhouse bar, doctors warn. Licking tbe ball is supposed to 
ensure it flies fast and true but it is exposing golfers to weedkiller* 
which can cause “golf ball liver”; such chemicals can include agent 
orange - the defoliant used in the Vietnam War. Jeremy Lau ranee 
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P erhaps it was the sight of afl.those yachts ami 
designer swan wear But it took the Cannes FBm 
Festival to provoke aNew Labour minister to tafic 
about Ms socialist youth. ! ' - 

And that was only after bewaSing the lack of dis- 
abled people in movies, and praising a film that gave 
carers a high profile. ‘ 

Tom Clarke made his presence felt here yesterday. 
Britain’s first ever minister for films did not exactly cut 
a dash on the Croisette. But as the only man in town 
to parade an old suit, a pale and a paunch and- still 
. be continually smiling, he turned heads. . 

Bypassing the glitz and the exclusive partiss, Mr 
j Clarke headed straight for the promoters of a fibn on 
Alzheimer’s disease. 'This fa w on derful, 1 * heaafa,and 
he wasn't referring to the casting of real life daughter 
and mother Emma Thompson and Phyllida Law in 77w 
.^Whtei' Gitest 'Tin d^ghfed," he waal/ori. TTutfpna: 
if s about Scotland ; and .two: if s aboutcaiing. because 
carers tore felt left out.” . 
ft demaate considerable daderitytomave fromSccrt- 



Ister of state with responsibility for films and make it 
a seamless progression. Mr Clarke is nothing if not 


Bond trader tells 
of pay cut after 
race complaint, 

A high-flying bond salesman 
claimed yesterday that his pay 
was cut by one fifth after he made 
a complaint of racial discrimination 
against a partner at the City bank 
where he worked. 

James Curry, a black American 
Harvard graduate, made the 
allegations during an industrial 
tribunal case against Goldman 
Sachs, which made him redundant 
in 1995. 

Mr Curry, who at one time 
earned $1 .25 million a year, is 
claiming unfair dismissal and 
racial discrimination. 

He toid fee tribunal in Stratford, 
east London, that he arranged a 
meeting with Mark Winkeiman, the 
bank's global head of fixed 
income sales, in 1994 to express 
concerns about the attitude of 
Bracebridge Young, his 
departmental head. 

“I was concerned about my 
career, that I was being treated 
unfairly, " he said. Asked by Tim 
Brennan, solicitor for Goldman 
Sachs, how Mr Winkeiman had 
reacted, Mr Curry (pictured) 



replied-. “He looked out of the 
window.” 

Mr Curry! 43, said: “It fa very 
scary to take on your firm and 
mate complaints against them. 
Then when you find that the 
response fa a drop in your 
compensation of 20 per cent by the 
person that you complained about 
then it fa additionally difficult” 

Goldman Sachs denies that Mr 
Curry was discriminated against or 
unfairty dismissed. The company 
says he was made redundant 
because his performance had 
deteriorated, and as part of a cost 
cutting exercise. 

The cases continues today 

Kathy Marks 


Pro-Lifers outstripped by 
Loonies in popularity test 

Anti-abortion campaigners who contested seals in the general ■_ ^ 
election polled on average only 345 votes - and fewer votes man *• 
the Monster Raving Looav Party when they contested the same 
constituency. Research by the National Secular Society found that 
candidates who stood’ oria specifically “pro-life** ticket rcccweda 
total of 17,600 votes throughout the 51 seats in which they stood. 

“Before the election, anti-abortfoa caiopaupicrs were • 
threatening a US-style abortion war if MFs didn't heed tfterr 
message. 'file electorate, however, bad other ideas.” said Keith 
Poiteus Wood, general secretary of the society, "They came test in 
18 seats, and when they contested scats with the Monster Raving 
Loony Party, thelooflies prevailed each time." > , 

A spokeswoman for the Pro-Life ADiance said that it had been 
pleased with the results it had had “We stood on the most difficult 
election platform of all time - abolishing the 1967 Abortion Act, . 
she added. “That around 20,000 people verted for us we find very 
reassuring," Glenda Cooper 


TELEVISION 

Auntie straightens her skirts 

Tbe BBCs new logo, will straighten up the diagonal letters, give 
them a smoother, rounder look and remove the coloured bars 
beneath them, tbe corporation confirmed yesterday. 

It is part of a plan to save money and create a single worldwide 
corporate identity which will workin any medium - especially the 
Internet and digital television. 

The new logo will cost £L7m-a-year for three years. Making its 
debut on screen nest October it will gradually be seen on all other 
products daring the three years. 

The existing logo, first unveiled in 1984, has diagonal edges, 
which do not look good in a medium made entirely of horizontal 
and vertical fines. The . ’ 


-dextrous. Hutold a British FHm (nstftiite meeting Hdre 
there must be more disabled actora, effractors and pro- 
duoers. And when asked. about great acting he.suv 
gfad out Euan McGregor's fofes hi Trainspotting and _ 
. Jane Austen's Emma to pronounce: “He has a great 
talent in mastering that Engfeh accent" .. 

- New Labour has brought anew att&idetofifrn. Two ' 
yeare ago Steve Dorrell as Secretary of State for Na- 
. tionai Heritage came to Cannes and made the won- 
derful gaffe of thinking the beautiful French actress 
■ Jbanne Moreau was a man. • • • 

Mr Clarke on the other hand is not onlya minister 
: who knows his films, fie has actually made one and 
- entered ftforthe Cannes FftmFasfiva^ abaft the Cannes 
•i Amateur Rim Festival^ •" -. • . 

* . Back in 1972, the then 30-year-okd president of the 
: British Amateur Cinematographers Society directed 
-. Give Us A GoaLa tS-mmute short about Scottish soo-’ 
' ' (ter teams Gueen of the South and Clydebank, ft was 

yesterttey CouH rticafl lL'Blrt then ft Is riot easy 
tafindanypnekv file stands ah Quean oftheSouthoc 
■’ Clydebank who can recall it . 

David Uster - Cannes 


Ashes memorial 
far man who died 
after drinks binge 

The ashes of a former Mfiftant 
activist who died after a drinking 
binge to celebrate Labour’s election 
victory will be contested in an 
annual cricket match in his memory. 

Keith Narey, 50, a second cousin 
of Bradford South Labour MPGeny 
Sutcliffe, was found dead outside fas 
Bradford home last Saturday after a , . 
marathon two-day drinking session. - 
Regulars at his local pub. the 
Brewery Tap, have bought an um to 
hold Mr Narey's ashes, which will 
be on show In the pub. Mr Narey 
umpired for the pub's cricket team, 
and ft will now hold commemorative 
matches against a team ftom the 
Bradford Campaign for Real Ale. 

The real Ashes, played for 
between England and Australia, 
were first awarded in 1882 after foe 
first Australian Test victory on 
English soil. Although inspired by a 
newspaper death notice for English 
cricket which said the ashes would 
be taken to Australia, the real Ashes 
never leave Lord’s. 

Like the real thing, Mr Narey's 
ashes will remain at the pub 
regardless of which team wins. 


revised, upright version will • 

sit more comfortably on mb ■■■ 

television and computer M • W M m W #71- 

SC TbeBBC said the advent of .Emm MmJi JLEf ■ 
digital television, bringing an m—mmm mm m—mmm 
avalanche of new channels - 
and services, had forced an 

image rethink. With ■■■ MMMg 

straighten letters in square 
Mods, the logo becomes more ■ 
modern, while retaining its . 

“BBC-ness”, said consultant 
designer Martin Lambie- ' [ 

Naira. . . : • 


MEDICINE 

Neurosurgeons hail breakthrough 

Surgeons yesterday unveiled a “virtual reality” technique for brain 
operations, which they daim.wffl dramatically improve the accuracy 
and safety of complex operations. Claimed to he the most 
advanced of its kind in Britain, the £1811,000 system shows surgeons 
the exact location of scalpels and other instruments, within a 3-D . 
image of tbe inside of the brain. 

The “neuro-navigation” system involves tiny ceramic balls on the 
surgeon's manual instruments. 

These are detected by two near-infra-red cameras which, with 
other equipment, construct a VR image of where the instruments .. 
are within a 3-D scan of the inside of the brain. This enables 
surgeons to “see” inside the head and brain to within an accuracy' . 
of just three tenths of a millimetre. . 1 ^ 

The system was displayed at the Institute of Neurosciences at. 
Glasgow’s Southern General Hospital, -where surgeons described it . 
as “the most important breakthrough in neurosurgery in decades”.' 

■ The techniqueiias already been used six times at the institute.' 
Consultant neurosurgeon Garth Cnnkshank said: “You can see . 
more dearly where the tumour or problem is, and you can access ii 
by a more direct route." 

HEALTH 

Sian cancer risk identified 

A person’s risk, of developing the skin cancer, melanoma, can be 
determined from tbe nnmbei; size and appearance of moles mi 
tiwir sldn, US scientists say. Granting the number of small and 
large moles and those with a normal or abnormal appearance 
co old provide early warning of the disease, which is the fastest 
growing cancer, researchers say. 

A study of more than 700 melanoma patients treated at 
melanoma dinics at the Universities of California and 
Pennsylvania found those with a “substantial” number of small 
moles, less than five millimetres across, had a doubled risk of the 
disease and those with a substantial number of small and large 
moles - more than eight millimetres across - had a four-fold 
increased risk. One abnormal mole - with an irregular or 
- indistinct outline - was associated with a two-fold risk, while 10 or 
more indicated a 12-fold increased risk. Jeremy Laurence 
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Covent Garden’s 
tough cookie 
exits in haste 


Paul Vane tv 


Just When you think the ca- 
cophony of chaos at the Royal 
Opera House has reached its 
ruble crescendo, some new 
event occurs to add 
more to the discord. 

'te Monday the ill-fated tem- 
ple of culture announced that 
»s new chief executive. Genista 
Mdnutsh. who had only been 
m the job four months, had left 
u UC ^-^“fe^th”. You would 
be hard pressed to find anyone 
in the arts world who thought 
there wa* not more to it than 
that. Despite tributes from Lord 
Chadlington. chairman of the 
Royal Opera House, insiders 
were in no doubt Ms McIntosh, 
once described as the most 
powerful woman in British 
theatre, had been forced oul by 
a series of disagreements with 
theiopera establishment. 

ThostCwho worked with her 
at the Rqyal Shakespeare Com- 
pany in Sfcratford and at the Na- 
tional Theatre, where she was 
until recently Richard Eyre’s 
number-two, yesterday ex- 
pressed .some surprise. ■‘She’s a 
tough cookie. But it wouldn't 
be surprising if the job has 
made her 31. The opera bouse 
is a. nightmare job and she was 
^e: oply professional there 
itmong a; bunch of amateurs.” 

Morale at the opera house 
fell to anew low. It was not high 
in the first place. Some 280 have 
been made redundant in readi- 
ness for closure of the building 
in July! when a £213m redevel- 
opment takes place. Contro- 
versy has surrounded the 
refurbishment (under consid- 
eration for 22 years and under 
intense planning since Sep- 
tember 1988, when Sir Jeremy 
Isaacs became general director). 
Recently ' the chairman 'of the 
Arte Council, Lord Gowrie, at- 
tacked him for failing properly 
to plan- the closure; leaving the 
opera 'and ballet companies 
homeless and bequeathing a 
■’shambles” to his successors. 

Even the announcement of 
the: season-in-exile last month 
was surrounded by disorder. 



Mary Allen: New appointment 


£ Few were in 
any doubt that 
she had been 
forced out 
of the job by a 
series of 
disagreements 9 

The press conference was an- 
nounced and postponed with- 
out explanation. Insiders 
revealed yesterday that confu- 
sion arose because of a “major 
row” between Ms McIntosh 
and Vivien Duffield, who chairs 
the Royal Opera House Trust. 

Ms Duffield, daughter of the 
late Sir Charles done - the ty- 
coon who pioneered the hostile 
takeover bid - is a formidable 
power in Bow Street The two 
women had not. got on. Ms 
Duffield’s style is described as 
abrasive, vulgar and terrifying 
by contrast with Ms McIntosh’s, 
which is said to be non-con- 
frontational. Matters came to a 
head when Ms Duffield re- 
fused to give the Trust’s ap- 
proval to the new season’s 


plans, even though they had 
been approved by the board, on 
which she sits. 

There were disagreements, 
too, with Lord Chadlington. 
The two disagreed about, 
among other things, ticket 
prices, which Ms McIntosh 
wanted to bring down perma- 
nently to make the company 
more accessible. The animus 
was evident during the new 
season press conference, when ‘ 
it was eventually held. 

“Lord Chadlington repeat- 
edly interrupted her and dealt 
with her in a generally patron- 
ising matter,” said one observ- 
er. “And it is striking that the 
press release announcing her 
departure also contains news of 
her successor. No wonder peo- . 
pie think it is a coup.” 

Ms McIntosh’s successor is to 
be Mary Allen, secretary of 
the Arts Council. Her arrival re- 
unites her with Lord Chadling- 
ton, who was chairman of the 
Arts Council’s Lottery board 
when it awarded £78m to the 
Opera House. Ms Allen, who 
has no experience running a ma- 
jor theatre, administered the 
grant She takes up her new post 
in September. 

Friends say that Ms McIntosh 
had lost weight recently. None 
the less, they were taken aback 
by her sudden departure. The 
decision was taken only on Bi- 
day and members of the board 
were contacted by Lord 
Chadlington by telephone over 
the weekend to sanction the ap- 
pointment of Ms Allen. *Tt is a 
tremendous disappointment be- 
cause Jenny has done so well,” 
said one director, the compos- 
er Michael Berkeley. “But the 
chairman said that die is ill and 
this job is very stressful for 
anyone who is not completely 
fit"Keith Cooper, the compa- 
ny's director of corporate affairs, 
insists there has been no coup. 

heooold not disdose the nature 
of Ms McIntosh’s illness, onfy 
that she had left the office al- 
ready “and gone away to recu- 
perate”. Ms McIntosh was 
unavailable for comment. 



Dramatic departure: Genista McIntosh explained her resignation as a matter of ill- 
health, but colleagues said there was a deeper problem Photograph: Silvan Lewin 


First degree 
artist scoops 
richest prize 
for painting 



Max Mosscrop: ‘His work is as much to 
do with architecture as painting' 


Louise Jury 


A student at the Royal College 
of Art has won Britain’s richest 
arts prize only weeks before his 
final degree show. 

Max Mosscrop, 34, had been 
wondering how he was going to 
afford a studio at the end of his 
studies when he scooped the 
Nat West Arts Prize of £26,000 
yesterday. He beat a record 700 
entries for the award which is 
for artists under the age of 35 
who concentrate on painting 
and drawing. 

Interest m the competition 
has been seen as part of a re- 
naissance in painting after the 
rash of video, sculpture and in- 
stallation work as epitomised by 
artists such as Dannen Hirst and 
his dead-animal works. 

However, the w inner played 
down these divisions. Mr Moss- 
crop, who originally trained as 
an architect, said: “I think it’s 
a shame that there’s this great 
opposition made between 
painting and install ation and 
conceptual work. I think ft's a 
bit petty.” 

His works are displayed with 
the 10 other shortlisted artiss at 
NatWfesfsnewLothbtnyGaDeiy 
in the CSly of London. Mr Moss- 
crop, who was born in Lan- 
cashire but lives in London, said 
he was thrilled to be among them. 


He leaves college in July and 
the money w31 now pay for a 
studio for five years. 

Rosemary Harris, who 
chaired the judging panel and 
is a former curator at the Thte 
Gallery in London, said it had 
been a very difficult decision to 
select the winner. 

“One of the things about 
Max’s weak was it oenribined both 
painting skills and doing some- 
thing quite different in innova- 
tion. His work is as much to do 
with architecture as painting.” 

The prize was set up six years 
by Nat West to encourage in- 
novation and technical skills in 
younger painters. In addition to 
being exhibited, the 10 other 
shortlisted artists also receive 
£ 1 , 000 . 

Much of the inspiration for 
the prize came from Lord 
Alexander of Weedon, chair- 
man of the NatWest Group 
since 1989. 

■ The most important single- 
owner collection of Impres- 
sionist and post-impressionist 
paintings of recent years was 
sold for $92.8m (£57 Jm) yes- 
terday. The auction of the col- 
lection of Wall Street financier 
John Loeb lived up to expec- 
tations with a record price for 
a Toulouse-Lautrec and near- 
records for Cdzanne and 
Manet. 


Cannibal spiders munch their way out of extinction 



Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 

Things are looking up for the can- 
nibalistic ladybird spider, one of the 
rarest and most colourful in Britain. 
Conservationists have made a 
breakthrough in captive breeding 
techniques which could secure its 


technique 

survival. 


Ladytofi# spider 


Photogaph: Roger Key 


It hadbeen thought that the spi- 
der, whose mother makes the ulti- 


mate sacrifice of feeding herself to 
her young, had become extinct in 
its British haunts on. the Isle of 
Wight, Dorset and Cornwall. But in 
the 1980s it was discovered living in 
a single patch of heathland, small- 
er than a football pitch, in Dorset. 

The first priority to safeguard this 
tiny remnant was to start clearing 
the pine trees and rhododendrons 
which were encroaching on its 
heathland This worked - the num- 


ber of adult spiders in the isolated 
colony soared to about 100. 

The next step was to breed the 
half-inch long ladybird spider in cap- 
tivity, so that new colonies could be 
founded elsewhere in the wiki from 
the pool of kept arachnids. 

for captive^reeding, it was'neces- 
saiy to practise on a small number 
of ladybird spiders taken from Jut- 
land in Denmark. They are fairly 


rare there, but at last they are not 
restricted to a single site. 

Biologist and aiachnophile Pat 
Wisniewski was thrilled to witness 
a mating in captivity at his home 
near Onnskirk, Lancashire where 
he keeps the Danish imports. And 
now many of the babies have 
batched out, survived their water 
hibernation and are growing. 

DrRoger Key of English Nature, 
the Government's wildlife conser- 


vation arm, said die plan was to take 
some of the English ladybird spi- 
ders next year, breed them in cap- 
tivity then release their young into 
suitable habitat .to found new 
colonies. “We’re really just prac- 
tising with the Danish ones - we 
wouldn’t release them into the 
wild here because their genes are 
likely to be slightly different from 
the native stock.” 

Tbe spiders live in burrows and 


have alk trip wires radiating out to 
catch insects as large as bumble 
bees. The male has striking black 
and vermilion colours and emerges 
from underground only during the 
breeding season in May. Tbe fan ale 
stays in her burrow all of her life 
after digging it, and she lays up to 
80 eggs. Once they hatch her ba- 
bies eat their mother’s regurgitat- 
ed food and then, as she weakens 
and dies, they start to consume her. 
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Judith Judd 

Education Editor 


\Vha!e-dass teaching, with a dif- 
ference. will form part of tko 

Government's drive to fight 

poor numeracy in schools 
announced yesterday. 

A new numeracy task force 
will examine whole-class teach- 
ing of the sort used in Asian 


.SSfoafegh of Barking and 

Dagenham- 

|&ita Straker, director of 
the$?atioiia] Numeracy Project 
se&pp^y the Conservative gov- 


ernment in January, said that so 
iail.anieractive whole-class 


retfffitrig appeared to be work- 
-rngtoefi. “ft is having particu- 
fc benefits for children with 
. special educational needs." 


countries such as Taiwan. The „ f _The task force aims to further 
teacher teaches the whole class .'’yge new Government’s aim that 
at once but ensures that aft per cent of 11 -year-olds 
children take part m the lesson^' shfufcl reach the expected stan- 
The task force, under Prt^r :-daro|[i maths by 2002. The tar- 
fessor David Reynolds of Newfcjr: jj^^Iiteracy will be SO per cenL 
castle University, will alspt .Resent the figures are 55 per 
investigate whether calculatoi^.^^^^ and 57 per cent. 
should be banned for undet^^^professor Reynolds said one 
eights, the best way to ieacl^.^the biggest challenges for 
multiplication tables andf -schools was to reduce the range 
whether parents should be giv- ^achievement which was larg- 


en Taiwanese-style text books to 
help their four and five-year- 
olds with maths. 

Professor Reynolds said the 
group was not looking at a re- 
turn to the type of whole-class 
leaching used in the Fifties, 
when teachers lectured and 
some children snoozed at the 
back of the class. 

Instead, they were interested 
in "interactive" whole-class 
teaching used in Taiwan and 
tried out recently in the London 


ear in Britain than elsewhere. 

. ’/ Common text books, he sug- 
gested, might be one way of 
overcoming the problem. In 
Taiwan, parents were given text 
books to help their children even 
before they started school In 
this country, by contrast, every 
school had its own worksheets. 
The task force will also investi- 
gate whether calculators, used 
more extensively in British pri- 
mary schools than in many oth- 
er countries, are contributing to 


dren under eight need to kntf# 
that calculators exist but they-j 
mdst also haye the basic todlsj 
of calculation themselves" 

He said the Government was 
prepared to be judged on its suc- 
cess in meeting the literacy and 
numeracy targets. “1 know these 
are tough targets but we must 
have dear goals which can dri-. 
ve all our other work on raising' 
standards in schools." 

But David Hart, general sec- 
retary of the National Associ- 
ation of Head Ibachers/said: . 
“The experience of the Barking 
and Dagenham project proved 
conclusively that additional 
money is needed if schools are 
going to have the necessary sup- 
port to achieve the targets." 

Nigel de Gruchy, general 
secretary of the National As- 
sociation pf Schoolmasters/ 
Union of Women Teachers, 
said his membefs would have no 
difficulty with areturn to whole- 
dass teaching. “They never 
wanted to abandon it in the first 
place, until they were told to do 
go-by teacher trainers, acade- 
mics and advisers - and 
politicians." 

Leading article* page 11 
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Resting” place: One of a pair of 18th-century Portland stone lions being lifted on 
for the Chelsea Flower Show, which opens next Tuesday. 


to the Crowther of Syon Lodge stand yester&Kyjn ■ TO***" 

Photograph: John voos 


Full-time job. 
Part-time childhood 


Jason Bermetto 

Crime Correspondent 


D OuLl 


Sangli is only rime but already he talks about 


his childhood in the past tense. It ended the day he 


started work, at just eight years old. Since then, he 


will tell you, life is a slog every day of the week. 


The seven mile walk to find a good patch, the nine 


hours kneeling in the dust mending shoes, the 


miserable 30p or so earned. 


There is no play. The word doesn't enter his 


vocabulary. And no education, unless you include 


Teenage girls are for the first 

time taking more of some drugs, 
including amphetamines and 
tranquillisers, than boys, ac- 
cording to the country’s largest 
survey of children. 

Girls aged 12-15 also admit- 
ted to experimenting with more 
solvents, and in a smaller age 
range, cocaine and barbitu- 
rates, than boys of the same age. 

Overall the unpublished 
study, in which 22,000 children 
in England were questioned, in- 
dicates that about two in five 
young people will have taken 
drugs by the age of 16. 

The trend for increasing drug 
use among girls will cause grave 
concern among parents. There 
is already evidence that teenage 
girls smoke more than beys 
and are drinking increasing 
amounts of alcohol. 

But until now, research has 
suggested that teenage boys 




For amphetamines, 9*6 per 
cent of girts aged 14-15 sg5f they 
had misused the drug-com- 
pared with 8.9 per cent of boys. 
In the 13- to 14-vear4bltj; cate- 


gory, girls were also the^ggest 
consumers. ^.,..1: 


[ |] ) 

have a bigger appetite for ille- 
gal substances. Previous surveys 
have found that girls sniff more 
solvents than boys. 

The results of Exeter Uni- 
versity’s survey, details of which 
are revealed in the Institute for 
the Study of Drug Depen- 
dence’s magazine, Dntglink, 
show the gap between boys 
and girls is dosing. While the 
differences between the sexes 
are small the trend is significant. 


Girls aged 14-15 ^sq ; took 
more, tranquillisers •* 3£7: per 
cent compared withy two: per 
cent - than boys. There was also 
a tiny proportion higher in the 
group aged 13-14. ...... 

Female users of cocamewere 
0.1 per cent more common 
than 14- 15-year-old-boys, al- 
though only 1.2 per. cent ad- 
mitted having taken the .drug. 
There was a similar difference 
for 13- 14-year-old barbiturate 
users. Equal numberjs of boys 
and girls - about fouj-.in ten - 
were offered drugs. ^ r- , * 

Cannabis had been/tned 
nearly a third of the sample, fol- 
lowed by amphetamine; -LSD, 
magic mushrooms, solvents and 
ecstasy. Overall boys §tOT-take 
mo re illegal substances than' girls. 


the kind you get on the streets, like how to look 


after yourself when a customer gets rough. 



Why does he do it? Because his parents are 


so poor that they need, really need, his 30p a day 


to help pay for food and clothes. 



If Sangli were the only child In the world working 


his childhood away it would be one too many. As it 


is he is one of some 55 million in India alone. 
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• Civil Servants 
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families’ Jiving standards so that parents can afford 
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Chunnel 

staff at 
fault over 
train fire 




!■£& 


J and ®ep Ramesh 

Jransport Correspondent 

Numerous mistakes were made 
p> “inadequately trained" Eu- 
^unneJ staff on the night of the 
Channel Tunnel freight shuttle 
train fire last year, a report said 

yesterday. 

Emergency procedure in- 
structions were "forgotten, in- 
correctly applied, applied too 
“teor applied in the wrong or- 
der", the report from the Chan- 
nel Tunnel Safety Authority 
^id. It blamed the poor re- 
sponse on the company's com- 
plicated emergency procedures 
and poor staff training. 

“The incident was more se- 
rious than it should have been 
because the emergency proce- 
dures were too complex and de- 
manding and the staff on duty 
had not been adequately 
trained to carry them out," said 
Roderick Allison, chairman of 
the safety authority. 

The findings also pointed 
out that there were "errors and 
delays" dealing with the blaze 


■ Eurotunnel must abandon 
its "drive-through” policy, 
which aUows burntog trains to 
continue throughtoetunnet r 

■ All roIHng-stack must' be 
tested to mjsum.it- does not 
"leak" smoke krtothe Interior. 

■ Eurotunbel stafFfb be to- 

trained to Cope with emer^ 
gencies. - !"v. ^ ! 

■ Any meinberof staff faJS^ 
a.' competence assessment 
should berernoved from duty, 

’ re-tosted and re-trained., 

: U AH' control-cerare pfocaEs; 
dares to be reviewed and 


.simplified. 

■ Staff must be tosfedfegu- 
-teriy In order to maintainlete 
els at competonce: . £*■ 7 , .7 

and there was early confusion 
about the seriousness of the fire. 

The authority made 36 rec- 
ommendations to ensure there 
would be no repetition of the in- 
cider]!. which led to 30 forty dri- 
vers requiring hospital 
treatment after being trapped 
in a fume-filled carriage. 

One of the most damaging 
revelations was that Eurotun- 
nel’s system for handling a fire 
aleff was revealed to be deficient 
in a’major emergency exercise 
eight days before November's 
blaze. The report points out that 
-five of the first six fire detectors 
[inside the tunnel only gave un- 
confirmed alarms, even though 
four security guards saw flames 
up to six feet high on the 
doomed goods train before it 
entered the tunnel. 

Jt algn says staff failed to halt 
other trains in the tunnel to pre- 
vent smoke and fumes building 
up and that Eurotunnel man- 
agers failed to act on a July 1996 


DAILY POEM 

The Knight's Tomb 

By Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

Where is the grove of Sir Arthur O’KeByn? 

Where may the grave of that good man be?- - 
ffy the side of a spring, on the breast of HetveUyn, 

Under the twigs of a youngbirch tree! 

The oak that in summer war sweet to hear, 

And rustled its leaves in the fall of the year. 

And whistled and roared in the wmter atone, . \ 

Is gone, - and the birch in its stead is pawn. - 
“Tfe, Knight's hones are dust, 

' And his good sword rust; - ^ 

His soul is *ith the saints, I trust. 

fen,.. Knicht’s Tomb” - from the new Penguin Classics edition 
nf Coleridge's Complete Poems, edited by William Reach (£11) 
”1, nrobahly written as a metrical exercise in 1802, though 
‘iSfrnublished until 1S34. Via a mutual friend, the lines later 
ftBKr hed Sir Waiter Scott, who indnded them in Chapter VUI 

-§* Tvanhoe. 
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staff-performance audit that 
revealed “many areas of con- 
cern 1 ' in the rail control centre. 

Despite the report's tone, it 
did not recommend that Euro- 
tunnel change its open lattice- 
sided wagons - which carry 
freight lorries and have been 
criticised by experts who believe 
the design fanned flames as the 
train raced through the tunnel. 

This theory was supported by 
the Fire Brigades Union, which 
called for the wagons to be 
banned. Mike Fbrdham, the 
secretary, said the fire was “a 
disaster waiting to happen that 
happened." 

Eurotunnel disagreed, and 
has more than 70 similar wag- 
ons on order. "We welcome the 
safety authority's contribution 
and accept its criticism,” said a 
spokesman for Eurotunnel. 

Among the report's recom- 
mendations was a requirement 
that Eurotunnel abandon the 
present policy of drivers taking 
a train through the tunnel in the 
event of a fire so toe blaze could 
be tackled more easily on the 
outside. It said the “drive- 
through " stra tegy failed on this 
occasion after an alarm caused 
the driver to stop and then the 
overhead power supply was 
lost. 

The safety authority added 
that Eurotunnel should im- 
prove training of all staff in- 
volved in emergencies, with 
special training called for con- 
trol-centre operators. 

The authority said its report 
did not give a “green light" for 
Eurotunnel to restart freight 
shuttle services, which have 
been halted since the fire. The 
company, however, claim it will 
be able to resume goods ser- ' 
vices next month. j 

The authority said it would be 
advising the Anglo-French In- 
tergovernmental Commission 
separately about Eurotunnel’s 
proposals to restart 

Jeremy Beech, Kent’s chief 
fire officer, who sits on the 
safety authority, said the criti- 
cisms expressed by the author- 
ity "do not immediately render 
the entire system dangerous or 
unsuitable. As a fire officer 1 
would prefer to see Eurotunnel 
using a dosed design for its 
freight shuttle wagons," he said, 
adding that he had no doubt the 
existing freight shuttles would 
“eventually be phased out”. 

John Prescott, Deputy Prime 
Minister, called for a clear 
timetable for implementing the 
recommendations of the 
CTSA’s report, which he de- 
scribed as "an indictment of 
poor operating procedures and 
practices by Eurotunnel 

"Its recommendations for 
the future are addressed to 
Eurotunnel and I expect the 
company to implement them 
promptly and in frill." 



Centenary ceremony: Barry Amateur Radio Society members, in Victorian costume, re-enact Marconi's first radio transmission across water 


Photograph: Rob Stratton 


Marconi’s wave of the future re-enacted 


Richard Smith 

Members of Barry Amateur 
Radio Society paid homage to 
Guglieimo Marconi on a Mach 
in South Wales yesterday. They 
gathered at Lavemock Point to 
ensure the centenary of a land- 
mark day in communications 
history was not Tost in the ether. 

From this spot Marconi 
beamed the first radio trans- 
mission across water, to 
Flathohn Island, three and a 
half miles away in the Bristol 
Channel. Barry society mem- 
bers waited on the island yes- 
terday for the signal, a letter V 
sent in Morse code, during a re- 
enactment of Marconi's break- 
through on 13 May 1897. 

The society’s chairman, Glyn 
Jones, said: “This is a little bit 
of history that has been totally 


ignored because it happened in 
Wales ... We have built a re- 
ceiver exactly like Marconi’s ... 
His achievement was absolute- 
ly mind-boggling and it took 
three days before they got it 
right because they had no idea 
which frequency they were us- 
ing. They couldn't wave flags or 
talk to the guys on Flatbolm Is- 
land, who were just sitting there 
fiddling with the receiver. Then 
... Marconi moved his trans- 
mitter down to the beach from 
the clifftop and added more 
wire to his aerial - quite by ac- 
cident this lowered the fre- 
quency and. Eureka!, they 
connected. 

"The people on Flathohn 
were so cold and cheesed off af- 
ter three days sitting on the 
beach that one of their first mes- 
sages back was 'Go to Hell’. But 



Guglieimo Marconi: Breakthrough that has benefited all 


four-fifths of our planet is wa- 
ter and Marconi allowed us to 
talk to the world - that’s why I 
get so buzzed up ... Without ra- 
dio you couldn’t use those yup- 


py phones people now take for 
granted ana the 730 people res- 
cued when the Titanic sent out 
the first SOS message would 
simply have died." 


Lesbians are told to name 
fathers of ‘pickle jar’ babies 


In 189S Marconi made the 
first radio transmission in his 
garden at the Villa Grifone,' 
□ear Bologna. But an inability 
to send signals across water baf- 
fled scientists. 

Finally, he went to Whies to 
try to solve the problem before 
Queen Victoria's chief engineer, 
Sir William Preece, who came 
from Caernarvon and was 
aware of the benefits radio 
communications would bring 
the Royal Navy. 

For yesterday' s re-enactment 
the Barry radio buffe used an 
aerial suspended from a helium- 
filled weather balloon flying 
200 feet above Lavemock Point 
Because the balloon was on the 
flight-path to Cardiff Airport 
and a nearby RAF base the Civ- 
il Aviation Authority was re- 
quired to give special 


i 


permission and warn aircraft to 
stay away. 

Marconi’s assistant, George 
Kemp, attached the aerial on 
Flaiholm Island to a kite but 
the Barry group cheated slight- 
ly and fixed theirs to the light- 
house. Italy’s vice-consul to 
Wales, Dominic Casetta, made 
the boat journey to Flatholm to 
unveil a sculpture, shaped like 
a thunderbolt, to mark the cen- 
tenary celebrations. 

In the island's disused army 
barracks members of the Bar- 
ry group were taking calls from 
radio hams from all over the 
globe. "It’s the first time the 
GB100FI callsign has been used 
and there is one hell of a pile- 
up," said Bob Wfelsh, an Inter- 
net publisher. “Its taken years 
to plan this event and the mood 
is one of elation." 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affaire Editor 

A lesbian couple’s do-it-yourself 
artificial insemination has led to 
toe Child Support Agency de- 
manding toe names of the two 
sperza donors who enabled the 
women to get pregnanL 

Dawn and Lisa Whiting, who 
went through a gay “marriage" 
ceremony at a pub last October, 
have already sparked a furious 
outcry from pro-family cam- 
paigners who accuse them of 
acting against nature and their 
children’s future welfare. 

Lisa Whiting, 24, a former 
RAF cook, conceived her baby 
daughter Terri, aged five 
months, using a syringe to ex- 
tract sperm stored m a pidde jar. 
Her partner Dawn, a 21-year- 
old amateur boxer, is now four 
months pregnant after using the 
same method.. 

Now the Child Support 
Agemy wants to track down the 
(wo men who donated their 
sperm to make them pay main- 
tenance because Lisa and Dawn 
are living on state benefits. 

A CSA spokesman said: 
“Child support legislation re- 
quires any parent, with care of 
a child who is in receipt of cer- 
tain benefits, such as income 
support* to cooperate with the 
agency in naming the absent 
parent.” A parent who does not 
co-operate risks having their in- 
come support cut by 40 per cent. 


The women would not have 
been targeted by the agency bad 
their pregnancies resulted from 
sperm donation from a licensed 
fertility clinic. Dawn Whiting 
had been turned down for NHS 
treatment and the couple could 
not afford treatment at a private 
clinic. 

The CSA said that tracking 


an absent father did not begin 
until a child was born but Usa 
Whiting will soon come under 
pressure to name her daughter's 
father. She is understood to be 
reluctant to do so because she 
does not want him to seek ac- 
cess on his release from prison, 
where he is serving a sentence 
for arson and burglary. 


Anger at abortion 
of surrogate foetus 


Couples from abroad will no 
longer be linked op with British 
surrogate mothers after a 
woman aborted a baby she was 
carrying for a Dutch couple, 
writes Glenda Cooper. 

Kim Cotton, founder of Cots 
(Childlessness Overcome 
Through Surrogacy) confirmed 
yesterday that Karen Roche 
bad terminated the pregnancy 
after agreeing to have a child 
for Soqja and Clemens Peters. 
Mrs Roche was reported to have 
pulled out of the deal with the 
Peters because she did not think 
they wore committed to the 
pregnancy. 

Mr and Mrs Peters had been 
frying to have a baby for 10 
years and bad looked to Britain 
to avoid strict lam in Holland. 

Mrs Roche had an abortion 
in April at a private clinic in 


London after the Pieters re- 
ported^ did not torn up to three 
meetings to discuss the child’s 
future. 

Bat the couple said Mrs 

Roche’s mood changed alter she 
became pregnant in February. 
Mrs Peters, 38, told a tabloid 
newspaper: “She would phone 
demanding more and more 
money, and when we asked why 
she was being so cold towards 
us, she would threaten ns with 
an abortion” 

Mrs Cotton, Britain’s first 
known commercial surrogate, 
said both sides had faded to fol- 
low Cots 5 rules. She added that 
tfne to artmhriis frafiye and com- 
munication difficulties they 

would no longer help couples 
from abroad although they 
would see those already on 
their books. 


A spokeswoman for Stone- 
wall, the gay rights group, said 
the organisation "supported 
absolutely” the right of the two 
women to live togetoer as part- 
ners and found a family. But 
Dawn Whiting was being un- 
fairly discriminated against sim- 


ply because she was unable to 
afford private treatment at a li- 
censed clinic. "We think it 
should be possible for a lesbian 
couple to contract to be the two 
parents, just like heterosexual 
parents with fertility problems." 

The couple, who share a 
home in Peterborough. Cam- 
bridgeshire. strongly defended 
their decision to opt for DIY in- 
semination. “Our daughter Tfer- 
ri Leigh Ann is getting a good 
upbringing and we have nothing 
to be ashamed of,” Dawn told 
their local paper, the Evening 
Telegraph. "It will be the same 
with toe new baby. We have a 
loving and stable relationship m 
which to bring up children. 

“We wanted a sister or broth- 
er for Terri Leigh Ann and we 
didn't want there to be a big age 
gap between them. Wt want Tfcr- 
ri to go out with boys. If I have 
a son heU ga out with grds. Wfe’re 
not going to give them what you 
would call a gay upbringing.’' 

But some pro-family groups 
were shocked. Yvonne Stayt of 
Concern for Family and Wom- 
anhood said: “It's devilish, ab- 
solutely disgusting and against 
nature." 



Loving mother: Lisa Whiting with five-month-old 
daughter, Terri, conceived using donated sperm 
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Khn Sengupta 

The gloves are off. Michael 
Howard's camp has set the 
rules, and if they want to fight 
dirty, Ann Widdecombe is de- 
termined that the former home 
secretary will live to regret it 
Mr Howard's camp, she be- 
lieves, planted an untrue stoiy 
in the Daily Mail that she bad 
taken a stand against her erst- 
while boss out of adoration for 
Derek Lewis, former director- 
general of the prison service, 
who had wooed her - “a con- 
vent-educated spinster” - with 
chocolates and flowers. 

Yesterday, the former prisons 
minister cancelled a trip to 
Scotland where she was going to 
make a television programme 
about politicians and image, 
called Mr Lewis to apologise for 
the “disgusting lie” and de- 
clared on television that the sto- 
ry was a “demonstrable lie”. 

Ms Widdecombe then told a 
friend: “Is that the best they can 
do? It is a typically snide piece 
of untruth one associates with 
certain people. 

“I was warned when I said I 
wanted to lay certain facts be- 
fore the House I that would ex- 
pect a certain amount of per- 
sonal vilification. But this does 
not persuade me to back off. I 
am quite prepared to light." 

Ms Widdecombe, 49, Ox- 
ford-educated and a former 
London University financial 
administrator, converted to 
Catholicism three years ago. She 
says she passionately believes in 
“what is right", and studiously 
tried not to be personal. 

She told friends: “I do not 
want him or his family to suf- 
fer. Why should there be any- 
thing personal between us? I 
was not sacked, I was not used 
as a scapegoat. In fact, Michael 
Howard and I agreed with most 
matters of policy. 

“But I simply do not believe 
he is fit to lead the Conserva- 
tive party or the country. I did 
not say anything before the 
election, but I was determined 
months ago that the truth shall 
be out 

“There is now, of course, a 
huge amount of disinforma- 


tion- I read in the same paper 
which printed the story about 
Derek Lews and myself that se- 
nior party figures have pleaded 
with me to (hop the action. This 
is simply not true. 

“I spoke to someone in the 
Whips Office and be simply 
asked me if I intended to go 
ahead, and I said ‘yes’. That was 
the end of the matter. 

“1 had worked with four sec- 
retaries of state, Hunt. Newton, 
Lilley, and Portillo, before 
Michael Howard, and whatever 
their politics they had been 
scrupulously correct in their be- 
haviour. I am glad Mr Howard 
was not the first one I worked 
under, otherwise I might have 
thought about leaving politics.'' 

Ms Widdecombe has said 
that not only did Mr Lewis not 
instigate her actions against 
Mr Howard, he asked her to 
stop, because the price might be 
too hidi to pay. 

She has told friends: “ What 
I have done is my own decision, 

I am not doing it on behalf of 
anyone. I know I am up against 
the apparatus of the Howard 
camp, but I am very much on my 
own. I have got to be veiy care- 
ful, and have the material to 
prove everything I say. That is 
the correct and wise thing to do." 

Ms Widdecombe has seen at 
first band what happens when 
a politician, goes into the bear- 
pit without foil grasp of the feds. 
Jack Straw managed to snatch 
defeat from the jaws of certain 
victoiy in his debate with Mr 
Howanl. 

Ms Widdecombe told friends: 
“1 was sitting there cringing. Of 
course I was loyal to my gov- 
ernment But Straw got simple 
details wrong, and that allowed 
Michael Howard to slip away. 

“He is a Houdini. he has 
escaped time and again, and 
who knows how this thing will 
turn out." 

She will send Mr Howard a 
full text of her accusations be- 
fore it is raised in public. She 
added that her next move would 
be later this week. 

“Will this damage the future 
prospects of a ministerial career 
for me? Who knows. But I 
have no regrets." 



Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor • 

Tony Blair yesterday told Dun- 
blane parents that he would en- 
sure a ban on all handguns, even 
if the House of Lords defied 
convention and dug in against 
legislation implementing the 
manifesto pledge. . 

The Bill is to be one of 26 ex- 
pected in today's Queen's 
Speech programme for the new 
session of Parliament 

Welcomed at No 10 by 
Cherie Booth, 14 parents of 
some of the Dunblane victims 
were given a guided tour try her 
before meeting Mr Blair, Jack 
Straw, the Home Secretary, 
and Donald Dewax, Secretary 
of State for Scotland, who 
briefed them on the four-dause 
Bill which will get a free vote of 
Labour MPs in the Commons. 

The Bill will not only ban all 
handguns, including the 32 
guns exempted by the Conser- 
vative government legislation, 
but will also revoke the possi- 
bility of owners holding their 
guns on clnb premises. 

While the legislation will go 
through the Commons without 
difficulty, House of Lords 
“backwoodsmen" are expected 


to put up stiff resistance, and 
could even defeat it in the Up- 
per House. 

The Prime Minister urged the 
parents’ group to mobilise their 
campaign against the gun lob- 
by, but he said that even if the 
Lords did stop the Bill in the 
forthcoming parliamentary ses- 
sion, he would bring it back 
again in the next session - al- 
lowing it to be forced through 
against the will of the Lords. 

Certainly, if the hereditary 
peerage does block the Bill, it 
could be their last act of defi- 
ance - and would most certainly 
be used as ammunition by the 
Government to divest them of 
their power to sit and vote in a 
reformed Lords chamber. 

Opening the. debate on the 
Queen’s Speech this afternoon, 
following the traditional State 
Opening of Parliament, Mr 
Blair will tell the Commons: 
“We are the people's govern- 
ment". 

The themes of the legislative 
programme will be the one na- 
tion desire to bring the country 
together, after years of Tory di- 
vision, and equipping it for the 
future, with two Education Bills 
to bear the heart of the speech. 

The programme will be 


heavy, comparing with only I? 
Bills' in John Major's 1992 
Queen's Speech, and there will 
also be three White Pipers, 
including one on freedom of 

information. 

The Prime Minister will say 
todav that the government man- 
date is dean to modernise what 
is outdated, and to make fair 
what has been unjust, irrespec- 
tive of dogma and doctrine, 
without fear or favour. 

Other measures expected, 
apart from the core pledges on 
crime and disorder, health, ed- 
ucation, and devolution, will in- 
clude some social security 
reform, the reinstatement of an 
asylum appeals process, and ac- 
tion on restrictive practices. 

■ The Prime Minister's office 
said that Boris Yeltsin, the Pres- 
ident of Russia, had called Mr 
Blair for a 20-minute conver- 
sation about Anglo-Russian 
relations yesterday. 

The two men have not 
met before, but they are ex- 
pected to have further talks 
at a Nato-treaty signing cere- 
mony m Paris, and again ai this 
month's Group of Seven/Eighr 
developed nations' meeting, 
in Denver, Colorado, at the end 
of this month. 


McGuinness sets 
out stall as MP 


Mission to explain: Ann Widdecombe puts her side of the story yesterday. “I do not 
want the former home secretary or his family to suffer." Photograph: Perer Macdiamrtd 


Ian Burrell 

The Sinn Fein strategist Mar- 
tin McGuinness pledged yes- 
terday to be an active Member 
of Parliament and warned 
Britain not to treat him and 
Geny Adams as second-class 
MPs simply because they were 
not prepared to swear oaths of 
allegiance to the Queen. 

He demanded that they be 
given full access to House of 
Commons facilities, including 
offices, the library and the 
postal service, in order that 
they could fulfil their responsi- 
bilities as constituency MPs. 

Mr McGuinness said that he 
and Mr Adams, the Sinn Fein 
president -elected to represent 
Mid-Ulster and Wsst Belfast re- 
spectively- would be pursuing 
a policy of “active abstention:- 
ism" at Westminster. “It means 
that short of taking our seats in 
die British House of Commons 
we will be fulfilling all the oth- 
er functions and responsibilities 
that elected Members of Par- 
liament have. We will provide 


active representation for the 
people who elected us." 

He added: “The first thing I 
expect is that 1 will not be 
treated by the new British gov- 
ernment as a second-class MP. 
I have the right to expect that 
the British government will not 
hold against me my refusal to 
take an oath of allegiance." 

Speaking at a press confer- 
ence in London, Mr McGuin- 
ness said that many voters had 
asked him if he would actually 
take his seat in PariiamenL 

He had explained that he 
could not. “I am an Irish re- 
publican. I would not take an 
oath of allegiance to the Eng- 
lish Queen. I don't wish her any 
ill-will at aB, but I cannot take 
an oath of allegiance,*’ he said. 

Negotiations have begun 
with Commons officials for a 
Sinn Fein office to be set up at 
Westminster, but Mr McGuin- 
ness was scornful of the sug- 
gestion that it would heighten 
the security threat to known 
IRA targets like Baroness 
Thatcher and Andrew Hunter, 


the chairman of the Conserva- 
tive backbench committee on 
Northern Ireland. 

“1 don't want to ItiB anybody 
and I don't want to see anybody 
killed,” said Mr McGuinness. 
“What we are hearing from the 
most negative elements of the 
British establishment, the An- 
drew Hunters of this world, is 
their unwillingness to recognise 
our electoral mandate." 

Mr McGuinness said he was 
in London on constituency busi- 
ness, visiting Roisin McAliskey 
In Holloway prison, where she 
is awaiting extradition to Ger- 
many on charges relating to the 
mortar bombing of a British 
Army base. Ms McAliskey', 25. 
daughter of prominent repub- 
lican Bernadette, isduetogjve 
birth a week today. Yesterday 
a stipendiary magistrate agreed 
that she was too ill to attend a 
court hearing on the extradition. 

Mr McGuinness complained 
that his constituent was typing 
held in “inhuman and degrad- 
ing" and was locked up “for very 
long periods of lime". ; 


Reshuffle could put a little more order in the House 


Ran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

Could this be the future shape 
of British politics? Labour has 
already changed the face of the 
House of Commons overnight 
once, and now it is under pres- 
sure to do the same again to 
make space for its 146 extra MPs. 

Yesterday, the liberal De- 
mocrats backed long-standing 
calls from some Labour mem- 
bers lor the old adversarial 
seating plan to be swept away 
in favour of a circular or horse- 
shoe-shaped chamber in the Eu- 
ropean mould. 

The Government has already 
promised a special committee 
to look at reform of the House 
of Commons. It is expected to 
produce an interim report by 
July - just in time, the mod- 
ernisers say, to move carpenters 
in during the summer recess. 

For centuries, opposing MPs 
have sat facing each other, with 
two swords’ lengths between 
them. Many of than believe that 
the yah-boo scenes frequently 
seen at Prime Minister's ques- 


tions - which Tony Blair now 
plans to change - are due to the 
adversaria] system symbolised 
by this antiquated seating plan. 

But now, with 41 S members 
on the government benches 
and just 241 on the opposition 
side, the case for change has be- 
come more pressing than ever. 

Nick Harvey, the Liberal De- 
mocrats' campaigns and com- 
munications chairman and MP 
for Devon North, is among 
those now calling for change. 
“We have been stuck in a time- 
warp for about 150 years and 
changing a few of these things 
is long overdue," he said. 

“Even within the existing 
four walls, it would be possible 
to change the back of the cham- 
ber in such a way as to find more 
accommodation for Labour 
MPS and to do something about 
the adversarial atmosphere." 

Mr Harvey believes the huge 
double doors through which 
MPs enter the chamber could 
be replaced by a bank of seats. 
Access would be through a sort 
of tunnel such as footballers use 
to enter grounds. 


The chamber now 


The lib Dem proposal 


The European style 


Gmrmnent 
MPs — 
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Opposition MPs are to the right ol the Speakers chair and 
Government MPs to the Speaker's left. Tie crass benches at 
the bottom an for civfl savants and members, but people 
sitting In them cannot speak. 


Seats would be banked up steeply and an extra row 
might be put te. They would nm round the ext of the 
chamber and membBTs would enter through a 
■footbaners’ tunnel. 


The wd$ between the chamber and the voting lobbies 
would be knocked out to make the chamber bigoer 
Every MP could then lava a seat In 


Labour's former constitu- 
tional spokesman, Graham 
Allen, now a government whip, 
published a booklet three years 
ago in which he said the 'walls 
of the debating chamber should 


be knocked out to create a 

much larger apace. 

The voting lobbies which run 
along each side of the chamber 
should be removed, he said, and 
a new scad-circular seating plan 


installed. This would provide 
a seal for every member and 
an opportunity for electronic 
voting. 

“In 1547, Edward VI kindly 
gifted his chape] to the com- 


moners and we’ve been sitting 
in the choir stalls - eyeball to 
eyeball - ever since. Modem 
Britain requires something dif- 
ferent," he wrote. “The car- 
penter and the electrician will 


help to contribute to Britain’s 
democratic revival." 

In fact, the existing chamber 
is less than 50 years old, having 
been bombed during the war 
and rebuilt in the same place. 


While the Conservatives will 
fit comfortably on their bench- 
es and the Liberal Democ&ts 
and other opposition partied on 
the other half of their side of the 
chamber, Labour’s MPS wifi 
be crammed into the aisles, 
crowded into the corners and 
queuing around the doors for a 
space. They will fill the cross 
benches usually reserved fordv- 
fl servants and some will have 
to sit up in the gallery. 

Then there is Martin Bell. 
Where should an independent 
MP, whose campaign was 
backed by one party now mgpv- 
eramenl and another now nr op- 
position, sit? For new, he will 
cram himself into a cross-bench 
from which he is not allowed 
to speak. 

But although many MPs now 
believe change is necessary, 
the elder statesmen and women 
who ran the House are unlike- 
ly to agree to the change. -For 
the foreseeable future. Tony 
Blair’s new model army will con- 
tinue to cross swords with 
the opposition in the old-fash- 
ioned way. 
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Endurance test: Mike Grindiey at his campaign headquarters in Cheltenham 


Photograph: David Rose 


Many forced to hide 
mental illness at work 


Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 


More than 30,000 people with 
long-term mental-health prob- 
lems may be concealing their 
psychiatric history from em- 
ployers and colleagues for fear 
of discrimination or losing their 
jobs. 

People with a mental illness 
are less likely to have a job than 
if they are blind, deaf, have 
breathing difficulties ora learn- 
ing disability. Often employers 
do not know how to deal with 
mental-health problems in the 
workplace, leaving employees 
prey to stigma, according to 
Mind, which yesterday hosted 
a conference in London on 
employment and mental health. 

Only one in five people with 
a long-term mental-health 
problem, which can include 
phobias, depression, anxiety 
mrenia 


large. Around 58,000 such peo- 
ple are employed in total. 

Those with a mental problem 
fare worse than those with 
physical disability when it comes 
to unemployment Of those 
available for work, nearly four 
out of 10 were unemployed, 
compared to 20 per cent of 
those with a visual impairment, 
15 per cent with a hearing im- 
pairment or 26 per cent with 
chest or breathing problems. 

An earlier survey for Mind 


which questioned 800 people 
with mental-health problmns 
found 34 per cent said they had 
to resign or were dismissed 
and more iban half had con- 
cealed (heir psychiatric history. 
A man diagnosed with obsessive 
compulsive disorder said: “On 
two occasions 1 lied when ! ap- 
plied for jobs. On both these oc- 
casions I said that my rwo-and- 
a-half-year absence from em- 
ployment was due to a term 
spent in prison. I was accepted 


and schizo phrenia, are eco- 
nomically act 
83 per cent of the pop 


nomicaUy active, compared to 
ipulation at 


i didn’t know how to get help’ 


Before h^s breakdown, lanPayrieftfghg faifr 
thatas.a nurse he could turnip anyone] 
at work for help over the strass he wss feet- 
fogrTThe image of. nurses i& tbat itqy copa , 

... I didn't know how to get help' " fott w ; ■ ; ; 

^gr^r^Mter settingupatobby gjj nip”' r. ; r 
with another nurse to hi^GghtlM .stress '.'.-a 
nurses are unde^ he also started tra&dng'to 

be a psychiatric nurses and says he Ss now . _ 

always open about Hs psychiatric history.- "My ... work a! the 
hospital is now just s memory.! feel liraafe a new fife now.* 



Sweet revenge 
for man who 
defied union 
ban at GCHQ 


for the first and shortlisted for 
the second. Whenever I have 
beea truthful about my psychi- 
atric past 1 have never been ac- 
cepted for a job.” 

Liz Sayce, Mind's policy di- 
rector said: “Employere have be- 
gun to realise that someone who 
is blind can be an excellent em- 
ployee and do not want to 
waste their potential talent. 
There is nothing like this among 
people with a mental-health 
problem. There are still stereo- 
typed fears where we write 
people off as a generalisation in- 
stead of seeing them as an in- 
dividual on their own merits." 

From work done in the US, 
employers' most common feare 
are that those with a mental ill- 
ness would be unreliable. Ms 
Sayce added: “The evidence is 
that those who are employed do 
not have any worse fitness 
records ... The long-term dis- 
abled ... often tend to be more 
punctilious and do not take the 
odd days off that others might." 


Barrie Ctement 

Labour Editor 


After 13 years, Mike Grindiey, 
trade unionist, obsessive and 
master of Mandarin Chinese, is 
about to thwart the wishes of the 
mighty National Security Agency 
of America - and the even 
mightier Baroness Thatcher. 

Much to the irritation of the 
intelligence community across 
the Atlantic and the erstwhile 
prime minister, the new Labour 
government is to offer Mr 
Grindiey and his friends re-em- 
ployment at the GCHQ intel- 
. ligence network based in 
. Cheltenham. 

Robin Cook, the Foreign 
Secretary, is expected to make 
the announcement tomorrow as 
part of the debate on the 
Queen's Speech. 

It has taken Mr Grindiey 
hundreds of speeches, scores of 
visits to union conferences, 
years of stubbornness and, more 
importantly, the election of a 
Lqbour government to achieve 
his goal. “We are elated,” said 
Mr Grindiey, “people in 
GCHQ are already wearing 
union badges. 

,; Tfs been a mixture of tense- 
ness, tiredness, excitement and 
‘ endurance. Wc always knew in 
our heart of hearts that we 
v|ould win our rights back, but 
if we had been told it would take 
13 years, the prc*specl would 
have been daunting indeed." 

" Mr Grindiey. along with 13 
colleagues, was dismissed on the 
order of the Thatcher govern- 
ment after refusing to give up 
union membership in return 
for £1,000. . . 

The ban on trade unionism 
at the centre, which monitors ra- 
IJ dio communications around 
’the world as a pari of an Anglo- 


American intelligence agree- 
ment, followed the expression 
of concern by US spym asters. 

A series of strikes in White- 
hall in 1981 over pay led to in- 
dustrial action at GCHQ and 
the US security agency used its 
diplomatic muscle to secure 
the union ban. 

According to some sources, 
the American agency has now 
bowed to the inevitable re- 
instatement of union recogni- 
tion, but has registered its 
keenness to see a prohibition on 
stoppages. 

Mr Grindiey insists that es- 
sential services have always 
been maintained during indus- 
trial action - a contention si 
ported by Sir John Nott, 1 
then secretary of state for de- 
fence, who said the industrial ac- 
tion had “not in any way 
affected operational capability". 

About 10 of the “refuseniks - 
are expected to refuse re-em- 
ployment, some because of re- 
tirement. others because they 
have embarked chi other careers. 

While senior management 
at the complex and their US 
counterparts are seeking a “no- 
strike” deal a less restrictive for- 
mulation is likely to be agreed 
in negotiations Which will follow 
Mr Cook's announcement. 

Ironically the reviled GCHQ 
Staff Federation - the organi- 
sation set up in the absence of 
orthodox unions - is likely to be 
subsumed into the PTC avil ser- 
vice union. 

Alas for Mr Grindiey, the 
election of a Labour govem- 
menthas come a little late. For 
him there wiH only be a symbolic 
return to work. 

Ashort walk into the GCHQ 
site within the nest few weeks 
will be followed by a long scroll 
into retirement. 
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tembers in just 35 minuteST ' 
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£20 to spend at 
Marks & Spencer 


lisi 



Bank the way you want 
when you want 


Open a Current 
Account now 
and you’ll get 
£20 worth of 
Marks & Spencer 
gift vouchers 



It’s a simple challenge. You can get £20 worth of Marks & Spencer gift vouchers when you open an 
Alliance & Leicester Giro Current Account with £200* before 15 August 1997. We’ll send your vouchers 
to you - and you’ll enjoy all these benefits: 

• Bank at almost 20,000 Post Offices. 

• Bank by telephone, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 

• Withdraw cash at almost 1 2,000 LINK machines. 

• Debit, cash and cheque guarantee cards. 

(Subject to status.) 

• Bank by post. 

To qualify for your £20 worth of vouchers, request your application form today. Call us free, 24 hours a day, 
or complete and return the coupon below. 


Track 
down your 
Marks & Spencer 
vouchers 



now 



Call FREE today 0800 41 2214 


Quote ref: S36 


Track down an Alliance & Leicester Giro Current Account today 

Please send me full details of the Alliance & Leicester Giro Current Account, including informarion on how to open an account, an application form 
and my claim form for £20 worth of Marks & Spencer gifr vouchers. Reh S3 6 

Send to: Affiance Sc, Leicester Giro, FREEPOST CV2217, Stratford Upon Avon, CV37 9BR. (No stamp needed.) Please do not send any money with this coupon. 


Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss/Other (Please state) 


Address 


Surname 


Postcode 


Home Tel. No. (including STD code) 


Date of Birth 


Signature 


From rime to rime we may send you information on Alliance & Leicester Giro products and services. If you do nor wish 
to receive further communications from Alliance & Leicester Giro, please tick here. □ 

High Street banking at your local Post Office 


Giro 


ALLIANCE 

Leicester Personal Banking 


• 08« » vaM oolv when «pu phone the above number or send off this coupon for an application form. Application forms acquired bom Post Ofhccs arc nor valid lor this offer. Once y«u account has been opened and waded widi at 
least £200, return die claim* fora before 15 August 199^ and £20 worth of Marks & Spencer gift vouchers will he sem to yon. Only one payment of GO worth of vouchers will he nude per person. Joint accounts mil only qualify lor one 
payment of vouchers. Applicants for an Alliance Sc Leicester Cuts Current Account must be aged 15 or oven All applications are subject to status. Delta Card and £50 cheque guarantrr card are only available if aged IS or over (subiect Pi 
stares! For security and naming purposes telephone calk between vou and the Alliance & Leicester or irs subsidiaries may he recorded or monitored. Alliance & Leicester Giro is the business Mine of Alliance Leicester pic. Registered 
Offke; 49 Park lane, Loath a XClY 4EQ, at which address service afj D documents may he made and will be effecrivt Company No; 3263T13. Rnpuered in England. Authorised as a bonk pursuant to the Banking Act m~. Member u? 
the British Bankers Association. 









Allies risk US ire over Tehran oil deal 




PM Reeves 

Baku, Azerbaijan 


A Westem-doroinated group of ofl 

corapaniesGloaldngatlhep^ibility 

of sending oil from the Caspian Sea 
to Iran. The controversial move 
threatens to intensify the dispute be- 
tween Britain, its European partners, 
and Washington over US sanctions 
against foreign firms who invest in 
Iran's energy industries. 

The sensitive plan is being ex- 
plored in Azerbaijan by oil compa- 
nies which are developing the 
ex-Soviet republic's Caspian riches 
and have begun seeking outlets to die 
international marketplace in a region 
criss-crosed by geopolitical rivalries. 

The idea involves an “oil swap”: 


Western firms in Azerbaijan consider plan to ‘swap’ Caspian Sea and Iran Gulf crude 



Iran would take delivery of up to 
25<M)00 barrels a day of Caspian 
crude at a refinery in Tabriz, north- 
west ban, and release oil of equal 
value from its south-western oQ 
fields for s hipm e nt from the Persian 
Gulf to the Far East. 

This arrangement is believed to 
benefit the Iranian*?, as deliveries 
from the Caspian would replace oil 
they pipe up from the south over 
hundreds of miles of deserts to sup- 
ply northern Iran. 

It is also offers potential advan- 
tages to the oil companies and the 
Azerbaijan government as an eco- 
nomic means of getting their ofi to 


a port, and an alternative route to 
the marketplace in a volatile envi- 
ronment where pipelines can fell vic- 
tim to politics and violence. 

Those favouring the idea say 
there are also political arguments in 
its support It would fit into an elab- 
orate strategy, masterminded by 
Azerbaijan's 73-year-old president 
Haidar Aliyev, of balancing con- 
flicting international interests - no- 
tably the US, Turkey, Iran and 
Russia - by cutting them into the 
looming oil bonanza. 

A swap would increases Iran's 
share of the spoils from the Caspian, 
whose total reserves are reckoned to 


be 50-70 biEon barrels -at least twice 
those of the North Sea. At present, 
Iran has a sm all stake in only one of 
five international oil consortia ex- 
ploring and drilling for Azeri ofl. By 
contrast, the Americans have a hefty 
40 per cent and 55 per cent holding 
in two, and 30 per cent of a third. 

Hie logic is straightforward: in- 
crease Tehran's involvement, and it 
has less to gain by trouble-making - 
for instance, by hying to increase its 
influence over its Azerbaijani neigh- 
bours by fostering the growth of Is- 
lamic fundamentalism. 

“The rationale is that if you have 
balance in the Caspian, then the 


Western interests are even more se- 
cure," said one Western analyst. 
That policy would be wefl-texvedby 
involving Iran in a reafistic way." It 
also gives outsiders contzbl^albeit it 
temporary, over a major oil supply 
to Iran’s most populated. region. 
The beauty of an oil swaps that yon 
both have your hands oh each oth- 
er’s throats," the analyst observed. 

If it goes ahead, the Iranian “swap” 
would be one of several paths through 
which oil would eventually get out of 
Azerbaijan. Chief amcrag there wilfbe 
a export pipeline, the route of 

which is Rising ntfpnsp. manoeuvring 
narrirailarlv m VMm«on; Ankara- 


and Moscow. Three principal options 
- me via Russia, another via Geor- 
gia a third through Georgia and 
Turkey - have been identified as vi- 
able by the Azerbaijan International 
Operating Company (AIOC), the 

leading consortium in Baku, which m- 
dndesBP ? Exxon, Amoco, Uoocaland 
Russia’s Lukofl. Next month, it will 
present a report outfitting diem to the 

, ■■ . * lu ni nnmt fl 


period in 


rfefrqnn jn 18 months to two years. 

Such is the sensitivity surrounding 
a possible oil swap tbat few in Baku 
axe witling to discuss it openly. A 


it doesn’t ft into ourpotoy. 

That policy is enshrined m the Iran 
and Libya Sanctions Act, wiuch-t° 
the fury of London and Brussels - 
was signed into law last August by 
President BUI OintojitodiscCH^e 
investment in countries which wasn- 
ington considers to be sponsors of 
international terrorism. 

It s too soon to be dear whether 
an oil swap would violate the act, 
which imposes pen^esonomip^ 
nies that invest more than $40m in the 
Iranian oil and gas industries in any 
12-month period. But sources in 
Baku suggest that it wDk There e one 
ntohlem- the Americans, said one. 


Cook says EU may 
have a defence role 


John Lichfield 

Paris 


The Foreign Secretary, Robin 
Cook, made a small but at- 
mospherically significant move 
yesterday towards accepting a 
limited role for the European 
Union in defence matters. 

He said the new government 
would stoutly resist pressure 
from France, Germany and 
others to bring defence policy 
into the legal and constitution- 
al framework of the EU. He 
would, however, accept new 
language in the EU treaties, set- 
ting out the principles for Eu- 
ropean involvement in 
humanitarian missions, peace- 
keeping and even peace-mak- 
ing. Mr Cook was speaking 
during and after his first formal 
appearance on the European 
political stage, at a meeting in 
Paris of foreign and defence 
ministers of the Western Eu- 
ropean Union. 

The WEU, an insubstantial 
organisation for most of its 
half-century life, has developed 
recently as a largely untested 
European defence aim within 
Nalo. A group of European 
countries wish it to be fully ab- 
sorbed into the EU as pan of 
constitutional changes to be fi- 
nalised in Amsterdam next 
month. Yesterday Mr Cook 
said the Government, like its 
predecessor, would block such 



a move, which might imply ma- 
jority voting on defence matters 
and the development of a fully 
fledged EU defence policy. 

Britain remained commit- 
ted to Nato as the core of a 
British and European defence 
policy, in which decisions were 
taken by sovereign governments 
by consensus. 

“Security and defence are 
matters winch intimately toad) 
on the identity of nation-states. 
We don’t believe any nation 
state would be willingly out- 
voted on a matter which touch- 
es on its defence." 

But the new government 
would be willing to consider 
ways of strengthening WEU- 
EU links, Mr Cook said. He 


could accept the writing into the 
new EU treaty, due to eme r ge 
from the Amsterdam summit 
of the humanitarian, rescue, 

mg taskrfallotted totee WEU 
at Petersberg, near Bonn, in 
1992. 

This is further than the pre- 

to gofmt is a logical rateSto 
ofpoficy pursued by Britain and 
other governments of making 
the WEU a kind of informal 
EU-Nato hybrid. The implica- 
tions are difficult to define, 
since all 10 WEU states are also 
EU members. 

It would allow EU coun- 
tries, as part of their common 
foreign-policy discussions, to 
consider and decide on hu- 
manitarian and peace-keeping 
tasks which would be carried out 
be the same countries in their 
guise as WEU members. 

Constitutionally, it amounts 
to only a small shift 

Decisions would still have to 
be taken by consensus, not by 
majority vote. But Mr Cook’s 
comments were taken by the 
Dutch, Germans and others as 
a welcome first British step to- 
wards a dearer definition of a 
European defence identity. 

It might fnpvide the basis for 
a compromise on security and 
defence issues in Amsterdam 
which would allow progress on 
other treaty changes. 


A.MERCURY 
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New boy: Robin Cook (centre 
rear) trying to be included in 
a photograph of European for- 
eign and defence ministers, 
who were grouped for the 
shot in order of seniority 
Photograph: Reuters 
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CALL POWN UNPER 

FOR JUST 17p PER MINUTE ON 5UNPAY5 ANP YOU 
WON’T GIVE A XXXX FOR THE COST 


„ SUNS.. 

_v“ cT The 8th June, the 27th July and 

5 (Kj\ gj the 7 th September are all g'days 
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to call Australia and New Zealand, 
because on those days, calls down under will cost 
the ridiculously low price of just 17p per minute 
when you talk for five minutes or more. But of 
course, it’s not only on selected days that you make 


great savings- With Mercury SmartCall you can 
enjoy savings of at least 20% on all international 
calls every day of the year- So call Mercury now. 
At these prices it will be didgeridoo to your ears. 

Mercury SmartCall 

FreeCall 0500 500 366 

quote ref RSINDSM 

Prices and saemgs coma as at i May 1997, compared against BTs basic rate fir international culls of 5 minutes or mote, 6pm to Sam weekdays and any 
time at weekends. SmartCall is atalabie fir a quarterly fee tf £5.75. AU calls subject to a 3.5p connection charge. AU prices inc. VAT. 
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Basques 

denied 

‘Guernica’ 


Elizabeth Nash 

Madrid 


Madrid's Reina Sofia museum 
yesterday refused permission for 
the jewel of its collection, Guer- 
nica, Picasso's masterpiece on 
the horrors of war, to travel to 
the Basque city of Bilbao, say- 
ing it was “too fragile to move 
either by air or by road". 

Bilbao's Guggenheim Muse- 
um, which opens on 3 October, 
had hoped to put the work at 
the heart of its inaugural exhi- 
bition. The request to borrow 
the painting was political, 
backed by the Basque regional 
government, eager to have the 
work exhibited on Basque soil 
for the first rime. Basque politi- 
cians, always ready to accuse 
Madrid of turning a deaf ear to 
the region's demands, are 
bound to be furious. 

Guernica commemorates the 
Nazis’ bombing in 1937 of the 
Basques' spiritual home, when 
hundreds of civilians died in Eu- 
rope’s first blitz. Picasso, an op- 
ponent of Franco’s forces in the 
Civil Whr, said the painting 
should not be shown in Spain 
until democracy was restored. 
It wandered through Europe 
and the US for decades before 
being brought to Spain in 19S 1. 
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Murdoch 
set to add 


team to 


Tim Cornwell on the tycoon's 
bid to buy a part of history 


* - 


Los Angeles — Rupert Mur- 
doch is poised to buy the Los 
Angeles Dodgers baseball team, 
in a move that adds a signature 
name in US spons to his glob- 
a * portfolio and promises to 
tweak the nose of his public en- 
emy number one, US television 
mogul Ted Turner. 

The Dodgers’ owner, Peter 
O Mai ley, confirmed yesterday 
that he was in the fifth of an ex- 
peeled six months of negotia- 
tions to sell the team to 
^Murdoch's News Corporation 
.for a reported $350-$400m 
•.;(£2i3-£343m). 

; The O'Malley family has 
.owned the team since the 1950s, 
and commentators called the 
sale the end of an era in base- 
ball. Mayor Richard Riordan 
waxed enthusiastic about the 
deal, helped perhaps by the Sim 
that Murdoch has donated to 
the coffers of the California Re- 
publican Party. He told the Los 
Angeles Tunes that Murdoch 
had been “a very loyal resident 
jrf Los Angeles for a number of 
years now", and was “a very 
quality human being.** 

The sale underlines the role 
that sports programming has 
played m the build-up of Mr 
Murdoch's global media em- 
pire. In the US, as in Britain, the 
Australian-born Mr Murdoch 
has bought up the most presti- 
gious sporting events and used 
them to trumpet his television 


stations. The deal is likely to be 
finalised next month, when it 
wD! be presented at a meeting 
of baseball owners, who under 
league rules must vote to ap- 
prove it by a 75 per cent ma- 
jority. It would be by far the 
highest price ever paid for a 
baseball team. Beyond con- 
firming that negotiations are un- 
der way. News International 
spokesmen have declined to 
comment. 

Peter O’Malley’s father 
moved the Dodgers to their cur- 
rent home from Brooklyn, New 
York, almost 40 years ago. He 
ran it in a family style, keeping 
seat prices low. But in the last 
ten years, international media 
conglomerates have been snap- 
ping up the few remaining fam- 
ily-run baseball teams. Walt 
Disney Co, one of News Inter- 
national’s major commercial 
competitors. owns the 
Anaheim Angels. 

The Chicago Tribune news- 
paper group has the Chicago 
Cubs. The Atlanta Braves base- 
ball team is the pride and joy of 
CNN boss Ifed Timer, who 
last year compared Murdoch to 
Hitler in a very public person- 
al rivalry. It is now part of 
Time-Warner, into which Mr 
Turner folded his television in- 
terests in a merger. The news 
broke just as Murdoch's Fox 
broadcasting network cele- 
brated its first ten years, in 



What's the story? Sporting glory; led Turner, Mickey Mouse aid Rupert Murdoch Photomontage: Jonathan Anstee 


which the upstart fourth US net-, 
work has shoved its way into the 
ranks of old-time heavyweights 
NBC, ABC and CBS. 

Fox fared well with such se- 
ries as The X-Files and Beverly 
HiUs 90210. But it also used the 
broadcast rights of Sunday af- 
ternoon football games, ac- 
quired for a vast sum, to draw 
viewers, just as BSkyB used ex- 
clusive sports rights to build its 
pay-TV business in Britain. Fox 
also broadcasts major league 
baseball games. Along with the 
prestigious and lucrative 
Dodgers franchise, Murdoch 


is also promised prime real es- 
tate at bargain prices. It includes 
300 acres around the stadium 
hear central Los Angeles, as 
well as baseball complexes in 
Florida, Venezuela and the Do- 
minican Republics' : 

- There is speculation that 
Murdoch could use the land for 
a second football or basketball 
stadium. Murdoch has report- 
edly been trying to buy a stake 
in the LA Lakers basketball 
team, and if he succeeded in 
bringing a p r o fessional football 
team to Los Angeles, he would 
become a local hero. 


The rich and Jamous of Los Angeles wets itching la buy 
apiece of the Dodgers .after the.team’s long-time 
owner; Peter O' Malloy, announced in January that he 
wasJookrng for a buyer. Rupert Mtudbcb’s vast finan- 
d&sioui quickly dwarfed such pretenders as actor 
Costner ami celebrity lawyer Robert Shapiro..; - . 
A;Jlinerica’s best known celebrity owner is CNN founder 
Ted Turnet He has debited m accepting trophies won 
by the Aitanta Bravos. Last year. When Mr Murdoch was 
enraged by Mr Turner's a ttempt to block cable broad- 
cast-access for his jnotic News Channel, a rival toCNN r 
he sort a fight plane busting over the Braves' Atlanta 
statfimn, flashing .messages to Waiii him oft Now 
J^iriiocb can-take the battle on to thet field. 


international 


significant shorts 


MPs defy Yeltsin in row 
over looted war art 

Russia s upper house of parliament has overridden a veto 
by President Boris Yeltsin, approving a law that would 

™ l< l kee P "* Germany at the end of 

World war Jl. Lawmakers cast far more than the 119 
voles, or two-thirds majority needed to override the veto 
of the much-disputed law. The bill would introduce highly 
complicated procedures for the return of any art treasures 
captured by the Soviet army at the end of World War IL 
virtually ensuring they remain in Russia. A P - Moscow 

Envoy quits over secret talks 

farae} s new ambassador to Jordan resigned after being 
kept in the dark by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
about a secret meeting the Israeli leader held with King 
Hussein. Oded Eran’s resignation was the latest in a string 
of appointment blunders that have plagued Mr 
Netanyahu’s 11-month tenure. Mr Bran submitted his 
resignation eight days after presenting his credentials in 
• Amman. Reuters - Jerusalem 

Deadly number withdrawn 

Vir gini a recalled a number plate reading Zyklon B - the 
gas used in Nazi death camps - issued to a man convicted 
two years ago of painting racial and religious slurs on a 
black church. The state will send the owner. Ryan 
Maziarka, a new plate later this week. Requests for 
personalised plates are screened to see if requests are 
potentially offensive, a spokeswoman said. Mr Maziarka *s 
request probably slipped through because it is obscure. 

AP - Norfolk, Virginia 

Muslim foes agree to pact 

Authorities in southern Russia mediated a truce between 
Muslim villagers and members of a fundamentalist Islamic 
sect after a clash that left one man dead and three 
wounded. “The talks with representatives of the 
conflicting sides were successful. They shook hands and 
signed a truce," said Magomed Tolbciyev. security official 
in the southern region of Dagestan. AP - Moscow 

Greed is the spur 

A Budapest restaurant which charged two Danish tourists 
and two women companions more than $6,000 (£3,750) 
for (firmer and drinks may be fined, city officials said. 
Authorities said they had begun legal proceedings. 
Newspapers said the Dreher Halaszcsarda had a policy of 
multiplying listed prices by a factor of 10 after 7 pm. “We 
charge what the market will bear," the restaurant's 
business manager said. Reuters - Budapest 

Lebanon warned of Pope plot 

Lebanon said it had been warned about a plan to 
assassinate the Pope during his weekend visit. The 
statement followed reports in the Beirut press that a 
group planned to blow up the Pope’s plane with missiles. 

Reuters - Befrut 

Japan recalls Lima diplomat 

The Japanese government has decided to sack its 
ambassador to Peru following a four-month hostage 
drama at his residence in Lima, the Foreign Minister, 
Ynkihik o Ikeda, announced. Reuters - Tokyo 

Dance to the music of time 

Poland's bankrupt Gdansk shipyard, birthplace of the 
Solidarity movement that toppled Communism in 1989, 
wifi host a disco club on its site to earn money it could 
not attract by building ships. Reuters - Gdansk 



A message to all those people who 
use a dandruff shampoo every day. 




If you suffer from dandruff, you’ve 
probably been led to believe that you 
have to use an anti-dandruff shampoo . . „ 
every rime you wash your hair. Well, not 
anymore. 

Unlike other shampoos, Neutrogena 
Long Lasting Dandruff Control 
Shampoo is so effective you only have 
to use it once a week. 

Which means you can still use all 
vour favourite cosmetic shampoos in 
between. 

Neutrogena Long Lasting Dandruff 
Control Shampoo keeps dandruff away 
for longer. 


For von i t rt:c iriul pack c all 

0800 628 629. 
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J997 Top Direct Lender Over Two Years’ - What Mortgage Magazine. 


Moving house? 

Call Direct Line for a cheaper 

mortgage. 

Not moving house? Ditto. 



It doesn't matter whether you’re moving house or not. you can still move your 
mortgage to Direct Line. 

It could saw you around £50* a month. 

You can borrow up to 90% of the value of your home. 

There's a free valuation. 

No early redemption, arrangement or mortgage indemnity tees. 

Direct line guarantees to save you 20%t on your existing 
buildings insurance. 

If you transfer your mortgage without moving house 

Direct Line will pay your legal feestt. /' W ■s jj gf 

Call now, we’re waiting to beat the banks and v 

building societies. 


0181 649 9099 


0161 831 9099 


0141 221 9099 


LONDON I MANCHESTER I GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME Bam to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. INDI15 
www.directdne.co.uk A Royal Bank of Scotland company. 
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Teresa Poole 

Peking 


A home-made bomb exploded 
yesterday in a central Peking 
park next to China's leadership 
compound, lulling one person. 
There were also reports of an 
explosion on a bus in southern 
China, which was said to have 
killed five. 

Police refused to give any de- 
tails of the explosion in Peking, 
which only added to speculation 
that the cause of the blast could 
be anything from Uighur Mus- 


lim separatists, disgruntled 
sacked state enterprise workers, 
to a very public suicide. 

The explosion happened at 
about 5pm inside Zhongshan 
Park, wbkh flanks the forbid- 
den City where China's emper- 
ors once resided. Across the 
street is Zhonguanhai, where the 
country’s present-day rulers live 
and work behind high walls. If 
it was a suicide, the choice of 
such a spot would suggest po- 
litical overtones to the death. 

Residents living near Zhong- 
shan Park’s west gate confirmed 


hearing a loud noise at around 
5pm. There was one report that 
a bomb bad been placed un- 
derneath a park bench. The park, 
gates were dosed early, and a 
police car remained at the en- 
trance throughout the evening. 
“We are investigating" was all 
an official at the police station 
inside the park would say. 

China’s leaders are especial- 
ly sensitive to any such events 
in the run-up to the Hong Kong 
handover. 

It is just over two months 
since a home-made bomb ex- 


ploded on a crowded Peking 
bus, injuring several people 
and reportedly killing at least 
two. No-one has yet been ar- 
rested for that blast, despite po- 
lice eflbils.lt later emerged that 
there had been two other 
bombs around that time in 
Peking, which did not cause se- 
rious injuries. 

The extreme secrecy of the 
Chinese authorities, and the 
lack of any free media, means 
that information about all these 
events is scarce In March, it was 
assumed that the blasts were 


probably the work of Muslim 
separatists from the far western 
Xinjiang province, because in 
Fetmiaiy three bus bombs in the 
provincial capital of Urumqi 
had killed nine people. 

But rumours started spread- 
ing that at least two of those 
Pelting bombs were the work of 
angry state enterprise workers 
who had been laid off horn their 
jobs. Unemployment is soaring 
in China became over-manned, 
loss-making; state factories are 
shedding Targe numbers of 
workers as they try to restruc- 


ture to mtet the rigours of a 
market economy. A senior state 
planner, Wang Dongjin, last 
week admitted that 54 ntiBkm 
state sector employees- a third 
of the payroll .— were probably 
surplus to requirements. 

The Chinese government’s 
obsession with social stability 
means that it. is unlikely to tell 
the truth about yesterday’s 
bomb. For instance, the pohee 
insisted that no-one died in 
the 7 March bus bomb, but 
there were independent sources 
which said there were deaths. 


Yesterday, there were re- 
ports of two other explosions in 
China. Ablest, presumed to be 
an accident, injured more than 
20 people in a printing factory 
in the southern city of Zhong- 
shan (coincidentally the same 
name as the Peking park). 

Then a bus explosion near 
Shunde city, Guangdong 
province, killed five people. 
Police said that the explosion 
was caused by a young couple 
who died in the blast, although 
the circumstances were not 
explained. 


Mobutu call 
to arms as 
rebels near 
Kinshasa 


May Braid 

Kinshasa 


Kinshasa was flooded with leaf- 
lets yesterday promising that 
Laurent Kabila's advancing 
rebels, apparently just 100 kilo- 
metres from the Zairean capi- 
tal, would storm the city by the 
weekend. Acknowledging that 
the rebels are closer than ever, 
the government declared a cur- 
few and called on civilians to 
take up arms. 

There is uncertainty about 
how far President Mobutu Sese 
Soko can count on his own 
forces to defend him against the 
approaching rebels. Such is his 
paranoia about treachery in 
the forces that it is said he has 
installed 250 soldiers from Chad 
at his official city residence. 
Camp Tshatshi. 

A week ago. another wave of 
leaflets appeared in Kinshasa, 
urging government soldiers to 
support the pro-rebel elements 
in their ranks and to make 
white staffs and flags to show 
support when the rebels hit 
the capital. 

“We are taking the leaflets se- 
riously," said one middle rank- 
ing officer, who prefers to 
remain anonymous, “less than 
a third still support Mobutu. 
Most of us already have the 
scarves and flags ready." Are 
they not afraid their command- 
ing officeis will find them? "Why 
should we be?" he says. “They 
have already made their own." 

Efforts to negotiate a soft 
landing for Zaire continue. 


South African deputy presi- 
dent Thabo Mbeka yesterday 
postponed last-minute visits to 
President Mobutu in Kinshasa 
and Mr Kabila, at his head- 
quarters in Lubumbashi. The 
second round of peace talks is 
scheduled to bean today cm the 
Ouieniqua, a South African 
supply ship. But just 24 hours 
from the summit, negotiators 
admitted substantial differences 
between the rebel and the dic- 
tator remained. 

However upbeat their public 
statements, Mr Mbefci and Pres- 
ident Nelson Mandela are re- 
luctant to board the ship with- 
out an agreement, in principle, 
on a transfer of power. Tfen days 
ago. a Herculean effort was re- 
quired just to get both President 
Mobutu and Mr Kabila on ship 
at the same time. 

When - or if - talks get un- 
der way today, Kinshasa will be 
on strike. Leading opposition 
figure, Etienne Tshisekedi, odd- 
ly quiet during the rebels' ad- 
vance, has called a ville 
morte (dead town) day, to pro- 
test about proposals that would 
allow President Mobutu to 
transfer power, transitionally, to 
Roman Catholic Archbishop 
Laurent Monsengwo. 

Yesterday’s propaganda leaf- 
lets instructed people to stay at 
home until the weekend, by 
which time the capital would be 
in rebel hands through brute 
force rather than diplomacy. 

In his huge bare office in 
Zaire's deserted transitional 
parliament, Miientin Mubake, 



Homeward bound: Ybung Hutus waiting to be evacuated by the UN from Biaro refugee camp, in Zaire, for repatriation to Rwanda Photograph: Ap 


opposition leader and parlia- 
mentaiy spokesman, shows con- 
siderable admiration for Mr 
Kabila. Mr Mubake, a man 
dedicated to peaceful change, 
has found passivism has its lim- 
its. Zaire’s democratic transition, 
scheduled to take two years, has 
now stretched to seven and at 
every turn reformers have been 
thwarted by President Mobutu. 

“We in the opposition have 
created a dimate for change," 


said Mr Mubake.‘“But without 
Kabila’s use of force, Mobutu 
would remain in power and his 
people would be there for 
ever." The international com- 
munity. he argues, must do 
nothing at this crudal stage to 
slew Mr Kabila’s arrivaL 
“Monsengwo is unaccept- 
able as a transitional figure 
and there are no other suitable 
candidates,” says Mr Mubake, 
one of the new breed of politi- 


cians to emerge ifr/Zaire since 
reforms started. He was part of 
an opposition walk-out at the 
weekend when, in a typical 
piece of Zairean political pan- 
tomime, the majority pro- 
Mobutists engineered Arch- 
bishop Monsengwo's election as 
Parliamentary Chairman. 

“Mobutu is not just a man," 
said Mr Mubake. “After 32 
years he is a system which has 
poisoned every area and level of 


national life. Even those in re- 
ligious robes . .. cannot be tak- 
en at face value. Monsengwo is 
Mobutu’s man and this transi- 
tional plan is Mobutu’s." 

The notion that a transition- 
al poweT figure would save 
President Mobutu’s dignity and 
smooth a non-violent transfer 
is scorned by Mr Mubake. 
“What face does he have left to 
lose? He is simply buying time." 

Earlier this week, a rebel 


spokesman claimed foreign 
countries were trying to prevent 
a necessary revolution. Mr 
Mubake agrees, claiming any 
transitional arrangement will 
shield President Mobutu and 
thousands of corrupt cronies 
who have grown obscenely rich 
in poverty-ridden Zaire. If Zaire 
is to have a chance, they must 
be routed. Mr Mubake believes 
rebel assurances that they wfl] 
work with the opposition. 


Busking duo 
strike high note 
as Germans 
make them legit 


Imre Karacs 

Dusseldorf 


They have been hauled off the 
London Underground, driven 
out of Brussels, chased away by 
the carabinieri from the terrace 
of Milan's La Scala, and pur- 
sued by mounted police in Bu- 
dapest For 15 years. Bongo 
Mike and Extremely Frank 
Jeremy have had to duck the 
law wherever they went. 
Yesterday, their journey came 
to an end. 

On the 1 1 o'clock train head- 
ing for Erkrath, a suburb of 
Dhsseldorf , the two London 
artists made history. The songs 
were the same as before, but the 
mood had changed. 

The ticket collector smiled at 
them, and no security guard in- 
tervened For the first time in 


their lives, Mike and Jeremy 
were legit. 

As of yesterday, they are au- 
thorised by German railways to 
busk on trains in the Dusseldorf 
area outside rush hours for 
two weeks. According to the 
company’s stamped letter, they 
are to apply their aft “sparingly” 
and provide a detailed travel 
plan in advance. They also had 
to take out costly personal lia- 
bility insurance, in case some- 
one should trip over Mike's 
fold-up chair. 

The procedure may seem 
cumbersome, but for Mike and 
Jeremy dealing with German 
bureaucracy has been a liber- 
ating experience. “This town 
used to be completely hit-and- 
run." says the man on the bon- 
gos. “I never ihought we'd get 
a licence here." 



It took their German lawyer 
a year to negotiate the condi- 
tions with the railway company. 
They bad to fill in a question- 
naire asking for precise details 
of their entertainment, and an 
equally precise document came 
back in the pest, authorising the 


“artistic performance" on a 
“trial basis”. 

Being legal is important to 
Mike and Jeremy, self-pro- 
claimed “situation artists" with 
a mission to liberate their trade. 
“If you can get it legal and li- 
censed, then you get goud 


artists," Mike says. “We are not 
begging with an instrument: 
we are performing art." 

The distinction between 
busking and begging seems to 
be lost on city authorities all 
over Europe. 

Apart from Skopje, the 


Macedonian capital - where 
Mike and Jeremy for some rea- 
son enjoy celebrity status - 
every transport policeman and 
security guard on the continent 
is out to get them. 

They have lost count of how 
many times they have been 


Blown’ in the wind: 
Travellers on a Dusseldorf 
tram enjoying Extremely 
Frank Jeremy playing guitar 
with Bongo Mike after their 
successful struggle with 
German bureaucracy 

Photograph: Imre Karacs 


prosecuted in Britain, but they 
do have fond memories of one 
famous case. In 1987. they 
turned the lables, suing the 
Metropolitan Police for wrong- 
ful arrest. 

They won that battle, but sub- 
sequent legal challenges, reach- 
ing all the way to the Lords, 
have come to grief. Their last 
hope now rests with the Euro- 
pean Court of Human Rights, 
which is due to rule on the ad- 
missibility of their case against 
the British government in the 
near future. 

After the limited engage- 
ment in Dusseldorf, they will 
soon be back in their home 
town, playing their jazz on the 
run. ‘1 hope that one day we’ll 
have the same right in London 
as we have here,” says Mike. 
“But I can’t see iL" 
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Andrew Gumbel 
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Orvieto is one of the prem^ti.c 
hill towns in Italy, a celebrated^ ^ 

wine-making centre with a welk 3 i 
preserved medieval centre ana ; t 
a stupendously beautiful cathe- 
dral perched on an outcrop of j 
volcanic tufa. , . 

What is the first thing you d- ■ 
do if you had the run of a place- * 

Uke that? How about sticking* •* 
150ft rubbish incinerator right 
beneath its imposing walls and s 
encouraging every jiiggeniautzn x 
Umbria, plus a few from the ... 
neighbouring regions ofTbscany 
and Lazio, ro rumble in day and 
night to deliver heavy-duty y ; 
garbage? J 

The proposal incredibly, isy 
not a joke but is being put for--' j 
ward with great vigour, not ta.u 
mention a certain degree of sub-i. r - 
terfuge, by Orvieto ’s mayors ... 
Stefano Cimiccbi. 

Without telling anyone 
Orvieto itself Mr Cimiccbi i 
last month on the verge of a 
si gnin g a contract with a com-." ■ 
pany called Sao to build the tnP * 
cinerator — in an inhabited area 
next to a river less than two. 
miles from the city walls. He had 
even lined up a deal with the 
state electricity company, Enel 
to buy the rather negligible 
quantity of energy that the 
incinerator was expected to^ 
produce. i 

But then, just a oouple of-' 
weeks ago, Mr Citnicchi waSi. 
found out. A chance discovetyi 
by the local chapter of tip. 
Worid Wide Fund for Natmpj 
led to a furious public meeting 
at which insults were hurled 
all directions. A group of local"- 
celebrities -writers, politicians, -. 
architects and environmental ■: 
ists, most of whom live in Rome . 
and come up to Orvieto for the ■: 
weekend - stopped little shoQri 
of physical force to prevent Mr* 
Cimicchi from signing bift 
contracts. i ■:« 

The mayor, m turn, described,.-* 
them dismissrvely as spoflodn 
rich kids and “intellectual pains 
in the backside", urging themwi ; 
dedicate themselves to more.-: 
worthwhile causes and vowirigr; 
to press ahead with the project - 
in the interests of Orvietoteo 
economy. r 

The battle is showing few .; 
signs of abating. Mr Cimiccbi;.- 
has referred the issue to the. 
Umbrian regional government, 
to buy time. The protesters, 
meanwhile, have set up a fighfe.; 
in g fund to hire lawyers and iDs# : 
dependent technical experts." 
One senses a distinct class prob-r, 
lem between the celebritiesj;', 
who are rich, educated aodi.- 
well-spoken, and Mr Gmiccbjti 
the country boy, whose manner]: 
makes up in directness what it- 
lacks in subtlety or wit 
One protester described himj; 
as “a crass between Saddarqv 
Hussein and Steve Martinet 
The Iraqi reference is not acd,H; 
dental since one of Mr Cimic-j 
chi's more curious recent acts.i 
has been to twin Orvieto with/, 
Baghdad - the idea being taA 
bring a prestigious exhibition of.) 
Iraqi art wotks to the green heart ~ 
of Italy, even if it does mean-/* 
kowtowing to one of the worid&ft 
more unpleasant dictators, rnj 
What is the real story behind*; 
the craziness? The rumours sugr 4 
gest anything from dirty deals?; 
within Mr Cimicchf s party, the ■> 
left-wing PDS (which many of 
the protesters support, too), 4 >; t - 
the involvement of the Mafia,.; 
whose interest in the toxic waste, v 
business is well documented ally 
over ItaJy. For example in Fab^r 
ro, just a few miles up the road ^ 
from Orvieto, a large consign-. - 
merit of toxic waste was recent-o 
ly discovered in the foundations 
of a brand-new agriculture^/ 
exhibition centre. 

Why build an incinerator at J. 
all? A company called Prome^r 
teus has developed a system tq u 
recycle heavy waste and turn the-j 
rest into compost. But nobody^ 
in Umbria itself seemsis 
interested. ; .r 
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More news, more facts, more fun, 

UneOne, the new UK Internet service from BY and News International, Is designed just for you, 
but has something for everyone, y 

tv-iuswr, UK c«f !«.*! it; including news and 'sport "from Sky and the UK's top newspapers, local ’What's On* listings, forums, 
computer games and reference information, 

fiAfc ahd Internet access with BHTs award-winning Internet network. Plus LineOne*. unique Intelligent Agent, AJ, will 
show you around. 

unbf.ured access to UneOne and the Internet, for Just £14.95 per month, including 5 e-mail addresses for you and your 
family. So you don't have t» pay by the hour. 

Now you can try LineOne for free. 

ft One month's free membership. 

* 10 hours' free access to LineOne and the Internet. 
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Schools must expect exceptional change 


fn^ Bi \ mkett ’ s attempt to raise 
■ ■the sights for primaiy school 
7JZ, could be the best sig- 

emLnMk^ ^ad ^ new 8°^" 
from h 1 ? at - 1 * “ ten( ^ t0 break free 
££?*&! helplessness, and 
r.Vnf a ! h problem of embedded educa- 
r_ f chiev «Dem head oil Hie 
vaunted Butler reforms were a set of 

iS?® 1565 Jerry-built on religious 
anrii!f eS, i.- p ? )fessioaai conservatism 
r*nS 3Ch ^ W A generation on, Jim 
^ajian went to Nuffield College and 
“tentified system failure - then Shirley 
WiHiams vacillated. Among her suc- 
Keith Joseph agonised and 
Kenneth Clarke blustered. Now we 
need need utter clarity of direction - 
jnd dear targets are the first big step 
3own that road. 

The Conservatives did make impor- 
tant and valuable changes in school 
Jrganjsation, curriculum and (cru- 
^aliy) m the introduction of tests to 
state schools; Mr Blunkett should 
acknowledge he is building now on 
their foundations. But the Tbries never 
quijte produced a progr amm e for 
change in the classroom, in the every- 
dajjlives of children. Mr Blunkett has 

a s P erific P le dge around 
which “1 the other elements in the edu- 
cation package can be organised: within 

u\'c years, hundreds of thousands of 
• . . 


precious thing - the capacity to deal 
with, the fast- chang in g world in which 
they will have to study, find work and 
make their lives. If that promise is 
realised, Mr Blunkett will deserve 
accolades. If it is not, he will have failed. 

Merely to lodge quantitative targets 
in the minds of parents, governors, 
teachers and the public at large is use- 
ful. In his task forces, the Secretary of 
State has thinkers at his elbow to 
advise on changes hi teaching practice, 
to seed the intellectual climate with 
ideas about what works in other cul- 
tures. But, like his impotent predeces- 
sors, Mr Blunkett has few direct means 
of securing changes in practice in class- 
rooms. English state education is a dis- 
articulated system, its finance a jungle, 
its industrial relatfonsprimitive, and its 
governance -what was that phrase the 
former Prime Minister conjured up in 
the heat of the election campaign? - a 
pig’s breakfast. 

Mr Blunkett will have, at least at first, 
to do what be can with the machinery 
as it stands. If local education author- 
ities cannot or will not start the inten- 
sive training, retraining and attitudinal 
change that his scheme demands, direct 
rule is the only option. Lately, it has 
sometimes seemed as if soda! policy 
ministers and their shadows have been 
watching too much Thrantmo; their talk 
has been of oothingbut hit squads. But 
if governors or heads will not climb on 
board, direct action will be the only way 
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of extending change into the schools 
themselves. 

Hit squads can only be a palliative. 
Tfeacbers need to be re-motivated and 
governors energised for the long haul. 
Bad practices and bad teachers may 
have to be bought out. Even if Mr Blun- 
kett finds the money at the centre, he 
is going to have to create a way of ensur- 
ing it is delivered at the chalkfcce, and 
that must surely mean abandoning the 
pretence that money for schools can be 
deposited in a general grant for coun- 
cils in the hope that it will come out 
intact at the other end. Labour has 
come to power with some mighty 


ambiguous thoughts about its devotion 
to the autonomy of local authorities. 
For all the protestations of good faith 
from the local government side, the bru- 
tal truth is that local administration has 
too often failed schools. 

The nub of Labour’s ambition is to 
reach into the bad schools, into the 
problem classes, to the kids at the back 
who read and spell badly and can’t snap 
back the answer to 9x9. That will 
require a huge mobilisation of effort, 
within schools, within local authority 
areas. A bard question is whether it 
will, necessarily, involve a degree of 
neglect of the kids at the front of the 


class, those in the good schools, those 
in the high-achieving classes - the kids 
with middle-class parents who want 
them to surpass the national curricu- 
lum standard. Whole-class teaching 
works in Thiwan, but brighter children 
and their parents are prepared, there, 
to wait patiently while the slower chil- 
dren are brought up to the mark of the 
quickest A more British solution mi gh t 
be the extension of setting in primary 
schools. But such a solution cannot be 
stipulated at the centre; too much 
depends on teachers’ capacities, school 
ecology, parents’ wishes. 

Those parents must not be alienated. 
The Independent Schools Information 
Sendee says entry to private schooling 
is rising. TTiat may simply reflect rising 
prosperity and the wish of parents of 
middle-ability children to secure for 
them a maximal education return - the 
best exam results. But the buoyancy of 
private schools should not be an occa- 
sion for gnashing egalitarian teeth. The 
finding, in a poll, that four-fifths of 
Labour MFs want to abolish private 
schools is disquieting. That is partly for 
the obvious reason that the wish con- 
flicts with their party’s intention to 
incorporate the European Convention 
on Human Rights: you cann ot have per- 
sonal liberty and abolish the right to pri- 
vate schooling at the same time. But the 
real point is that it is an illusoiy answer. 
Mr Blunkett needs to teD his colleagues 
that the fate of private schools is a dis- 


traction. Their attractiveness is, in large 
measure, a function of the unreliabil- 
ity of state schools. The closer primary 
schools come to Mr Blunkett’s targets, 
the more parents will cleave to them. 
And one big way to achieve that is to 
ensure that aspiring parents find that 
their children are led to achieve, not just 
what is adequate, but what is excep- 
tional, in state schools just as they are 
in the private sector. It is possible. All 
that holds them back is the culture that 
too eagerty accepts the status quo. 

The passing of 
‘Mastermind’ 

F or a country that is supposed to 
despise people who are too bright, 
it is remarkable how much genuine 
affection surrounds clever-dick radio 
and television shows. The death of Mas- 
termind feels like a national loss and will 
sadden even those who would answer 
“Pass” if asked how many “s”s there are 
in its quizmaster’s name. Perhaps the 
key to its success has been the esoteric 
knowledge displayed by contestants. 
Perhaps it was the stark isolation of that 
chair. Perhaps it was the sheer ama- 
teurism of a show that offered no 
prize money and presented contestants 
who regularly vied for the prize of 
greyest man or woman in the country. 
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Case against 
fleeing 
tie Bank 

Sir. joldman Sachs economist 
Gavn Davies (“Critics of Bank 
indoendence miss the point”, 12 
Ma> fails to prove that there is a 
causl relationship between central 
banlindependence and low 
inflaon. The Treasury Select 
Coimittee in its 1993 report said 
“thee is no conclusive statistical 
eviduce of a causal relationship 
betwen the status of the central 
banknd inflation performance." 

M Davies and ms friends argue 
that nonetary policy is too 
iraprtan i to be left to mere 
palirians. Then we might as well 
sub-ontraet the running of the 
entn economy to Goldman Sadis. 

Te case against independence 
for le Bank was put to the Treasury 
Coimittee by Sir Bryan Hopkins 
amSir Douglas Wfess: “The officials 
of te Bank of England are able and 
coidentious men who are not 
unware of economic, social and 
polical stresses in the community. 
Emisted with this essentially 
potical responsibility, they would 
di&arge it with intelligence and a 
sting sense of duty: they would do 
Lti«r best with it. But it remains that 
it'iinherently wrong to give such a 
roo risibility to central bankers. 
Qjte simply, it is not their job: it is 
th proper responsibility of the 
elcted representatives of the 
dmocracy and should stay with 
dm” 

DANE ABBOTT MP 
(iacbiey North and Stoke 
twington, Lab) 
louse of Commons 
tmdon SW1 

<r. It is Gavyn Davies who has 
rissed the point. The feet that 
cntral bank independence is 
ssodaied with lower inflation tells 
s nothing. Not all central banks 
re the same; not ail economies - 
r banking systems - are the same. 

It is non -metropolitan Britain’s 
lisfortune to have a financial 
;ctor which is chiefly oriented 
verseas (unlike Germaity’s), 
hich is not integrated with 
idusmaJ domestic capital (unlike 
iermany's), and whose interests 
re antithetical to the domestic 
conomy (unlike Germany’s). 

Mr Davies works for an 
unerican bank situated “oflidiore 
i the City of London . He ran thus 
lithely write of the domestic 
Manufacturing sector as “the one 
uarterof the economy which is 
irectly affected by the «diange 
lie” and whose interests cannot 
ike precedence over the 
aintenance of the inflation 

i reet" But that one quarto; earns 
i ore than 60 per cent of UK 

ign exchange; and on its health 

the well-being °t a 

lerable chunk of other, 

^sectors of the economy, 
sacrifice British 

ufacturingin them^erestsof 

anliflation target - which s what 

Mxl'avies is advocating - ts a 
reap for disaster fornon- 

manpolitan Britain. 

ROBN RAMSAY 

Huff 

Complaints lost 
ina legal tangle 

caiffl for an end lota “K 
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the establishment in its place of a 
genuinely independent body. 

Of some 20,000 formal 
complaints made each year onty . 
around 250, or L25 per cent, are 


10m I number myself- who have 
the stamina left after inordinate 
delays and other obstacles, 
seemingly designed to wear them 
down - who then tom for justice to 
the “independent” Appeals 
Committee, fere little better. Those 
who still persist may then refer to 
the Legal Services Ombudsman, but 
apart from the limitations of his 
powers, the experanrcofmanywho 
have made submissions to him does 
not inspire confidence in his real . 
independence from the dedsion- 
makmg bodies of the Law Society. 

Since the Ombudsman is 
appointed tty the Lord Chancellor 
and paid from public funds, there 
ought to be some pabtic 
accountabilii 
the branch of the Lord 
Chancellor’s Department 
responsible for liaison with the 
professional regulatory bodies 
refuses to intervene. 

Now that there has been a 
change of administration in 
Whitehall, with a hopefully 
refreshing end to the “never admit 
to a mistake let alone say sony” 
culture which has permeated public 
life over these past 18 years, it is to 
be hoped that the opportunity will 
be provided for a debate on a 


the new parliament and that 
tMs win have the backing of the 
Government and its newiv 
appointed Lend Chancellor. 
Certainly such support wifl find a 
sympathetic ecbo among the tens 
of thousands of citizens whose lives 
in varying degrees have been 
marred by the sense of injustice 


and frustration with which they arc 
left after having run in vain the 
gamut of the present legal 
complaints machinery. 

Fellow victims of the present 
system are urged to lobby their 
MPs to support the new early day 
motion. 

CAROL DAVIES 
Uandystd, 

Powys 


Adieu Major, 
we’ll miss you 

Sir Although your article “It's 
goodbye to Mr In-Between" (3 
May) acknowledged John Major’s 
“achievements", calling him “Mr 
In-Between" as he left office was 
cruel and unfair. 

Certainly, John Major is by no 
means a charismati c fig ure, nor the 
kind of leader whose natural 
authority could instantly hush a 
rebellious backbencher, nor 
indeed the kind of man whose 
speeches could take a nation by its 
guts. But what is a good political 
leader? 

Chi this side of the Channel, we 
have institutions that probably 
make our country the last real 
monarchy in Europe. These have 
given us a fair amount of strong 
political leaders. To what eud? 
Mitterrand was elected on the 
generous promise of creating one 
mfllion jobs in one year: he left 
power after having doubled the 
number of unemployed people. 
Chirac gave remarkable and bold 
speeches on the need to heal the 


“social fracture": unemployment is 
still growing beyond control. 

Maybe John Major was not a 
great leader in that he didn't buQd 
an expensive opera house, Le 
Grand Louvre or La Grande 
Axche; he was not obsessed by the 
need to leave a trace in history. 
Certainly some aspects of his years 
in Downing Street are deplorable. 
Yet whether you agree with bis 
policy or not, you cannot deny that 
he has reformed his country, made 
the British economy stronger, and 
brought the unemployment rate to 
a figure we can only dream of. 
ARNAUD DERODE 
Sceaux, 

France 

Sir. While the manufacturing base 
of Britain was being decimated in 
the Thatcher years, the middle- 
dass backbone of the electorate 
complacently watched the workers 
in Shipb uilding, mining 


dumped on the dole to beg tor 
payments sustained tty the boon of 
North Sea ofl. Whatever was 
happening to the “working classes” 
was not gomg to happen to the 
“middle dasses". 

When the banks, building 
societies, civil service, armed forces 
and local government jobs started 
to dry up, and when sons and 
daughters, leaving university, came 
home, after being told there were 
very few jobs on offer, the 
untouchable middle classes 
suddenly became vulnerable 
(Letters, 7, 10 May). The dicta of 
Thatcherism -“industry to be 
leaner and fitter .. . industry must 


take its medicine" - didn’t appear 
Quite so appealing after all. The 
dagger of unemployment now 
points relentlessly at the throats of 
Middle Bri tain. The election result 
was a foregone conclusion. 

G H WHEATLEY 
Stratton, 

Cornwall 

Sir. Those seeking the causes of the 
Conservative election defeat may 
not have noticed that John Major 
attended a party rally here at the 
Forum ex-cinema on the Ides of 
March. 

MC HITCHCOCK 
Bath 


Laing was wrong 
about madness 

Sin Andreas Whittam Smith (“The 
man who abolished madness", 13 
May) suggests that the outcome of 
R D Laing’s approach to treating 
schizophrenia was “as good or 
better than a more medical 
approach and that “no 
malfunctioning of the brain has yet 
been detected that explains mental 
illness". He is misinformed on both 
counts. 

It was the introduction of 
chlorpromazine in the 1950s which 
did more to “abolish madness" 
than de-medicalising 
schizophrenia. Scans of the 
working brain now consistently 
show the physical basis of 
hallucinations in people who suffer 
from schizophrenia. 

In his book Jonty, Madness and 
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the Family Laing suggested that a 
woman'spsychotic symptoms 
were “the outcome of her ... 
interaction with her parents", 
falsely condemning a generation 
of parents to the belief that they 
were responsible for their 
children's schizophrenia. 
Community care has many 
problems, but let us not go back 
40 years in the hope that a 
charismatic but misguided 
psyc hothe rap ist ha d the solutions. 
Dr PETER WHITE 
Consultant psychiatrist 
St Bartholomew’s Hospital 
London EC 1 


Give ethical 
diplomacy a try 

Sir Rupert Cornwell’s cynical 
piece (“A graveyard of good 
intent?", 13 May) should not 
surprise us after so many years 
when egocentridty has been the 
only orthodoxy. Yet here we are in 
these remarkable first few days of a 
new administration where suddenly 
it has become possible to become a 
human being again and to consider 
the social dimensions of our 
existence. 

In Robin Cook’s initiative we are 
being presented with an 
opportunity to develop a new and 
exciting role for Britain which will 
at last transcend our neurotic 
colonial nostalgia. 1 refer to the 
development of ethical world 
leadership and international 
relations at a time when the 
unfettered enthusiasm for global 
capitalism has led us to the brink of 
moral bankruptcy. For goodness 
sake, let us give h a trv. 

Dr JOHN ASHTON 
Lh-erpool 


Man vs machine: 
it’s not over yet 

Sin Amid the clamour of scientific 
hyperbole surrounding Kasparov’s 
defeat by a “super-computer" the 
size of a large garden shed, hasn’t 
anyone noticed the blindingly 
otwious? The programs which drive 
Deep Blue's immense cognitive 
faculties have been created by lowly 
h umans . Kasparov’s defeat does 
not show that machines are 
cleverer than human beings, rather 
that humans have become so clever 
as to create a machine which can 
outstrip their own cognitive 
capacities. 

MATTHEW GRIST 
Colchester. Essex 

Sir: Disconsolate chess players 
might spend a few months studying 
the game of Go, after which they 
should be able to defeat the wodd’s 
best Go programs. And as 
programmers contemplate the Jim 
prize on offer for a professional- 
strength program. Go players scan 
thesltyforpigs- 
FRANCIS ROADS 
London E1S 

Sir. The best indication of the 
difference between a computer and 
a human chess-player was 
Kasparov's reaction to being beaten 
by Deep Blue. It will be time to talk 
of machines approximating to 
human intelligence when we have a 
computer that cares whether it wins 
or loses. 

ORMOND UREN 
London NWS 

Sir: Garry Kasparov may have lost 
to Deep Blue, but the latter is stiD 
utterly incapable of giving a press 
conference to say how delighted it 
was to have won, and how much it 
is looking forward to a re-match. 
MIKE F1F1HLD 
How, East Sussex 


Lawful cycling 

Sir. I have cycled in London for 
three years, cycling over 100 miles a 
week, and I must disagree with Mr 
Hoflinghurst (letter, 12 May). 
Cycling on footpaths and the wrong 
way up one-way streets has nothing 
to do with safety. It is usually more 
to do with laziness. 

1 agree there should be more 
provision for cyclists, but if we want 
to be treated as legitimate road 
users by car drivers then we must 
be seen to use the the roads in a 
legitimate fashion. 

JOHN LEWIS 
London SE27 


Church chamber 

Sin House of Commons “too 
adversarial" in its layout (Letters, 
5, 6 May)? Need a more “fan- 
shaped" debating chamber? Look 
no further than me meeting place 
of Genera] Synod (itself a 
parliament) as used by the 
Parliamentary Labour Party last 
week. If I remember correctly, it 
even has doors into voti ng lobbies. 
The Rev PETER KETTLE 
London SW19 


Not ideal 


Sir: Plato had lots of ideas about a 
state’s rulers, but most of them 
were barmy, if not totally wicked. 
Whatever deficiencies Pamela 
Donohue (letter, 10 May) has 
detected in MPs, I haven't noticed 
any that advocate removing all 
children under 10 from their 
f families. 

j CHERRY BRADSHAW 
i North Elham, Kent 


Tinrr\xn?cmav id M AY 1997 * THEJNgEPEN^g 


essay 


We’re having an unscripted ‘live authentic English experience’ : there is a loony on th 
videoing other buses. His wife sits behind him, writing down licence numbers 


by 

Ann Treneman 


T he man had a south London 
accent, a beer gut, and an 
overflowing luggage car* that 
he had positioned squarely in 
the middle of a moving pas- 
sageway at Gatwick airport. “Typical 
Yank!” he said as a woman with bounty 
hair, trainers and crisp khaki trousers 
manoeuvred around him. He shook his 
head and muttered as she bounced into 
the distance. She had travelled thou- 
sands of miles to see jolly olde worlde 
England and was not going to stop until 
she found it. There were so many his- 
toric things to do. Beefeaters to see, 
fridge magnets to buy. Life was too 
short to stop and try to understand the 
insults. 

That is fortunate because there are 
quite a few of them flying around if 
you care to listen. 1 know because for 
the past week I have been uader 
cover as a Typical Yank in Tourist 
Britain. The disguise was easy - sun- 
glasses, checked shirt, camera - 
though it was a lot harder to put the 
“gee whiz” factor back into an accent 
and attitude that has become angli- 
cised over the years. It helped to be 
accompanied by three children, includ- 
ing a nephew who was just off the 
plane from a small town called White 
Salmon in the state of Washington and 
spoke perfect “gee whiz”. 

We started off at the Tower and 
ended at the Hard Rock. In between 
was Stonehenge. Brighton Pier, William 
Shakespeare's Globe Theatre, Har- 
rods, Buc kingham Palace, Canterbury 
Cathedral and much more. We met lots 
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of other Americans, French, Danes, 
Italians and Japanese but hardly any 
Brits. This seemed a shame because in 
this parallel universe the sun still has 
not set on the Empire. The monarchy 
reigns supreme, the Mother of Parlia- 
ments is a thing of wonder and Shake- 
speare is alive and well and trying to get 
you to spoosor a brick for £2 in his new 
theatre. It is all completely unreal 
except for the fact that this is an indus- 
try that rakes in £38bn a year and 
emplovs 1.7 million people. With fig- 
ures like that, who cares if the Empire 
has no clothes? 

It was only when we were actually 
standing in front of Buckingham Palace 
that 1 realised there was nothing to see. 
“Why is it so cool to see the guard be 
changed?" asked the nephew as we 
peered through the gates at a man with 
a furry condom on his bead. It’s the 
kind of question you are not supposed 
to ask. Instead of answering we 
stopped and watched as Gordon and 
Terri Smith of Oriando, Florida, had 
their photograph taken with the bobby 
manning the Buckingham Palace car 
park. 

They claimed to be having a fantas- 
tic time. “We went to downtown Pic- 
cadilly last night and it was just won- 
derful" said Ten! Now Americans use 
the word “wonderful'’ in the same way 


The Brit package 


more Chapstick and soon was 4tn- 
menting about how the Tower usdttp 
be a min t. “And with walls that thK,.I 
guess you could call it an extra smog 
mint.” I t hink I even heard the J&n- 


that the British use “sorry” - as a polite 
way of lying - so I kept on questioning. 
Sure enough, they had noticed some- 
thing; the natives were less than 
friendly. The night before they had 
bought a take-away and tried to eat it 
on a bench outside the restaurant. 
“They came out and made us leave. 
They said it was English tradition that 
we couldn't do that,” said Terri. Then, 
worried that she may have been less 
than upbeat, she said, “But we just 
loved Northern Ireland. Everyone was 
so friendly there.” 

Back on the mainland, things are not 
so pleasant and not only because of the 
security alerts. It does not take long to 
realise that, in general, the British do 
not like tourists. Outside of the desig- 
nated historic zones we quickly become 
Yanks, Frogs, Eye-ties, Japs and Krauts. 
“Pay attention now!” shouted a woman 
as her husband barked (incorrect) 


directions at us amid the chaos of Hyde 
Park Comer. Nor were Beefeaters 
much better. “Now we spent milli ons 
coming up with this glossy brochure, so 
shall we all have a little look at it and 
then we can see where you should go?” 
asked a Yeoman Warder when asked 
the way to the Crown Jewels. It took 
five minutes to ascertain they were up 
a flight of stairs and to the right but we 
didn’t find that out from him. 


L ots of bits of Tourist Britain are 
dosed for repair or even just for 
the day but the price slays the 


-l_Jthe day but the price slays the 
same. It cost £150 each to go into Can- 
terbury Cathedral despite the fact that 


at least half of it (the interesting bit) 
was out of bounds for the afternoon. It 
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me 




was out of bounds for the afternoon. It 
is hard not to love this magnificent 
cathedral - I have donated willingly 
many a time - but the brochure is 
enough to make anyone feel unchris- 
tian. “We hope you enjoy your visiL 
This great budding costs £7,000 each 
day to maintain and run. We receive no 
state aid and depend on your dona- 
tion.” I guess they forgot to add the bit 
about how the Church owns 137,000 
acres of agricultural land in the UK plus 
bits of central London and pieces of 
America too. If this is poverty, we’d all 
like some of it. 

“I think that was a bit of a ripper- 
oony,” said the nephew after visiting the 
Tower. That is American for rip-off and 
it cost £8.50 for adults, £5.60 for the 
children and £3 JO for the guide-book. 
“That includes the Crown Jewels,” 
said the woman taking the cash. She 
also told us that we had missed the last 
Yeoman Warder tour and that the 
Raven Experience had been cancelled. 


though she had no idea why. The 
Crown Jewels were looking more 
attractive by the minute and so we 
joined the queue. 

And what a queue! If Britain were 
to have a queueing museum - and it 
should - then this one would have to 
be in it. The tortuous route is outlined 
in velvet ropes which snake back and 
forth in a series of otherwise empty 
rooms. On the walls are huge screens 
on which the Coronation is shown to 
a blaring “Land of Hope and Glory”. 
When you finally get to the actual jew- 
els, you are transported along a mov- 
ing corridor that makes it impossible 
to see the things for longer than a daz- 
zling second. The queue ends with 
directions on how to get to the Jewel 
House Shop. 

There is a strange symmetry between 
the Crown Jewels and the Hard Rock 
Cafe. “I guess they still serve food 
there," said a friend without conviction. 
Wei yes and no. If you want to feel like 
a sadster- ie, sorry ancient hipster -go 
to the Hard Rock. The place is full of 
homesick Americans who stfl] come in 
droves to eat the same food they ate just 
a few days ago back home. Yon can skip 
the food entirely and head straight for 
the kiosk or shop where you can queue 
to spend op to £255 on a bomber jacket. 
We preferred to spend our money on 
something lasting, like a bacon double 
cheeseburger and radios, and as we 
chewed we watched one pop video 
while listening to a different pop song 
and also perusing the walls. I'd rec- 
ommend Rod Stewart’s leopard-skin 
catsuit from 1971 over the Crown Jew- 
els any day. 

At Stonehenge it became clear why 


there were no Brits to be seen: they 
were too embarrassed. It is unnerving 
to find one of the wonders of the 
world dumped by the side of the 
A303 next to a portable loo and an ice 
cream stand. What would the people 
who built this amazing monument 
think if they could see us, shuffling 
round the feoced-off stones while lis- 
tening to little audio tour boxes 
clamped to our beads? Agents Scully 
and Mulder may say “the truth is out 
there” but they haven't been here. I 
bought a fridge magnet 


A key experience in Tourist 
Britain is to pay a fortune to go 
round London on a double- 
decker bus. “That will be £30. madam, 
adults are £12 and it is £6 for children," 
said a rather nice man. The brochure 
owed something to Soho with its boast 
of “English Live Guides”. We derided 
to try out the No 15 bus instead and 
soon were having an unscripted “live 
authentic English experience"; there 
was a loony on the bus. He sat in the 
front seat videoing other buses, while 
his wife sat behind him. writing down 
licence numbers. “Oh my God, I've got 
a 45 in front here,” he squealed. “Let 
me look, yep it’s the one, and here is 
the 23. Would you believe it? What a 
great day this is. I haven't seen that 
other one since Inverness!’’ 

We did finally take a double-decker 
tour and, even with (be jokes, it wasn't 
as good as the loony. Elbe, our “live” 
guide, tried bard. “Two comedians 
used to live on Tooley Street - one was 
Charlie Chaplin and the other was a 
man named John Major,” she said as 
the wind whipped round. She applied 


ese groan. 

Trafalgar Square is very puz ing 
because it seems a very grand pis j to 
give over to a bunch of birds. I :re, 
among the “world-famous pige is" 
one can find London's “one anc nly 
licensed birdseed seller”. Can tl rife 
true? Is everyone else selling bin t&S, 
illegally? Anything is possib in 
tourist-land, of course, and this h »ar^ 
ocularly true in this square, whei (he 
humans are even more frenzied tan 
the birds. “Herel Herel H<s!” 
shouted one man, desperate to at act 
a bird to sit on his hand. One It ah 
had managed to get four to line u on 
his arm and was turning aroun in, 
slow motion as his friend circled 
him, frantically shooing away o er. 
tourists as he videoed this ama fig 
feaL 

Away from this madness, the real i/e 
Britons are walking on by and he 
tourists are only too happy to let tbJV 
The woman with the bouncy hair dfes 
not want to meet an “authentic” sqm. 
Londoner any more than he wantso 
meet her. The Special RelaLionshiis 
one of mutual loathing, really. If Tbiriit. 
Britain is a conspiracy it is a happy o|:- 
Tourists don't want to meet real pe- 
ple, they want to “experience" unril' 
thin gs. 

Last weekend the demonstrate ; 
outnumbered the pigeons in Trafalg 
Square when a march for the striki 
Liverpool dockers turned nasty. Shd 
were shut, roads cordoned off, he ‘ 
copters buzzed. For a brief time,.ti 1 
police state was on full public view, b 
one on the tour bus gave a damn. 
question on everyone's tongue wj 
whether this meant we would miss se 
ing Buckingham Palace. Long after' tl 
monarchy is dead, tourists wfl] be quet 
ing to see a crown that no one weaj 
anymore. After all. this is what make 
Britain great, isn't it? 


Jekyll and Howard, a classic horror tale 

(< m here is something crimes and many more too — i—- „ 

I of the night about horrible to relate were 
JL him,” said Ann connected, and in some way 
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me 


{ tfTl h ere something 
I of the night about 
JL him,” said Ann 
Widdecombe of Mr Michael 
Howard, barely repressing a 
shiver. 

She did not know how 
near the truth she was. 

Here is a brief extract 
from the classic horror stoiy 
7 he Strange Case of DrJeJciw 
and Mr Howard ... 


Calling ih^flamd Direct could save you a lot 
of timt'and monev. Some of our customers 
irave' Saved up to 30%. And you could 
swe-'tfcndi. more through our range of 
Special discounts - call us now on the 


anyone 


nurttWr below. 


•' Phone lines are open Sam- 
'8pm Monday-Friday (excluding public 
-iwBdayifland 10am -2pm Saturday. 


IT WAS a period when 
London was resounding to 
the news of the most horrific 
crimes. 

Nobody could quite say 
what these crimes were. 
Some said that many people 


had been unjustly locked up 
in captivity for long periods 
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in captivity for long periods 
for committing petty crimes 
or even no crime at alL 

O there related instances of 
men who had pleaded for 
entry to the British Isles but 
had been cruelly sent bade to 
their own countries, there to 
be mistreated or even 
murdered. Then: were 
rumours of men who had 
been unfairly dismissed from 
their senior posts, and of 
other men who were refused 
justice in the teeth of all the 
evidence. 

In some way all these 


crimes and many more too 
horrible to relate were 
connected, and in some way 
that one could never pin 
down, they were all 
connected with the name of 
Mr Howard. 

“Ever met this fellow 
Howard?” asked Utterson 
the lawyer one night, of his 
old friend Dr JekylL 

Tb bis surprise Dr Jekyll 
looked confused and shaken, 
and said nothing. His lack of 
response was covered by old 
Dr Lanyon, who had been 
eagerly listening. 

"Mr Howard? Yes, I’ve met 
him. Just the once, but 1 shall 
.never forget the experience. 

It was at a party given by that 
Irish fellow, the one that calls 

himself a doctor ...” 

“Mawhinney?” offered 
someone. 

“That’s the one. Well, 
somebody tugged at my 
shoulder and asked if I 
wanted to meet Mr Howard, 
and knowing no better I said, 
‘Yes, why not?’ and found 
myself talking to ...” 

His voice fell away, as if he 
could not quite believe his 
memory. 

“Put it this way,” said old 
Dr Lanyon. “When I met this 
fellow Howard I had a 



Miles 

Kington 


feeling of something being 
not quite right with him. 
There is nothing actually 
deranged about him, but ... 
He had spectacles which 
were very large, yet the eyes 
behind seemed larger still. 
He had a smile which came 
and went at complete 
variance with his words. This 
was because his words were 
heated but bis smile was 
cold. Even his large moon- 
like spectacles are warmer 
than the eyes behind. In his 
presence I felt an 
overpowering sensation of 


complete and utter ...” 

He fell silent again. 

“Evil?” tried someone. 

“Horror?” said another. 

“No, not that," said Dr 
Lanyon. “It was smugness. I 
felt that Mr Howard 
possessed an other-worldly 
talent for being pleased with 
himself.” 

“Yes, I have heard it said 
that he is a monster of 
complacency ” said Utterson 
the lawyer. 

“Are you feeling all right. 
Jekyll, old man?” Dr Lanyon 
asked suddenly. 

Dr Jekyll did look ghastly. 
White and perspiring, he was 
clutching at his collar. 

“1*11 ... HI just take some 
air, I think,” he said. “Very 
close in here ...” 

He staggered out of the 
club while the rest of us 
stared after him. 

. “What’s wrong with him?” 
said someone. 

“He’s said to be an 
associate of Mr Howard,” 
said Utterson. “I expect he 
cannot bear to hear his 
friend talked of like this.” 

“There’s worse,” said Dr 
Lanyon gloomily. “I hear 
now that this Howard has 
ambitions to take over the 
country.” 


“WHAT!?” said Utterson. " 
‘A man who has been ~ “ 
condemned by ail the top 
judges of the countiy? A ‘ J 
man who has consistently \ 
brought the Home Office "\ J I 
into disrepute? Lead the 
countiy? Can they be ’. ,’■* 
serious?” 

“Keep your voice down,”;' . 
said someone. “Here he . 
comes now.” 

And sure enough, the d tot ; 
of the club's coffee room ; ", 
opened and the surp rising f ‘ _ 
small figure of Mr Howan \\ 
entered, preceded by a hu e “ 
smiling air of spectacles. I : . ' 
passed from table to table ", 
saying something like, “I V 
trust you will vote for me? 

•n son tones, though it wa ' 
hard to hear from far off. 

“What a shame that Dr ** 
Jekyll is not here,” said 

someone. “Of all the grot 7° 
he is the only one of us w 
seemed willing to talk to I 
man, should he come this 
way, and now he is not be .*'] 

It was only when he w& J 
going home that Utterson “ 
reflected that he had neve 
seen Jekyll and Howard in 
the same room together. K J 
was a reflection uraich was f 
make a lot more sense in ift - 
months to come. f 



Su] 










5 nuinbaT* ^ 








a 


y ^ 


• h» >rn>r ta* 


feg INDEPRMp mT . WEDNESDAY 14 MAY 1397 


d*J»U >USo 


— 13 

the commentators 



Which way now, John? 


J ohn Major’s decision to 

of 11,6 Toi y 

ship, left holed and mdder- 
Jss by the May Day election 
nriSvi' 15 j gross a bdicaiion 

tw eem to notice, even less care 

2! Way m which i*« leader has 
teat ?d his party. 

! Mi Major has set it on course 
?r tl e rocks, lashed down the wheel, 
□d Limped ship with ga V abandon. 
f* s . iesen sinking ships; it is a con- 
enti n of the sea that captains arc last 
o ie:p on. 

Ye here is a man who owes everv- 
h«g to the Conservative Party, a 
3aiy [hat gave him one of the safest 
panamentary seats in the land, an 
ear' fronl-bench apprenticeship, and 
theiatrnnage of Margaret Thatcher. 

Pajor undoubtedly had luck, and he 
hat a cleverness that left brighter 
me standing in his shadow. There was 
also chameleon-like modesty, an abil- 
ity • blend, that made him the ideal 
sucssor to Thatcher when Michael 
l l ,r °l Je ber grip on power in 
the990 Toiy leadership coup. 

Jin Major's election victory in 
1 9iconfoiinded all those critics who 
cai^d about his lack of style and 
patoised him beyond endurance. He 
beahe odds, and the pundits, and 
wodn office, he did more than any 
othiPrime Minister to by to solve the 
insLble conundrum of Northern 
Ireld; he successfully negotiated 
the ncfield of Europe and the splits 
andfts it generated within his own 
part and he reduced inflation to 
reed lows. 

Fbroke his word on taxes, humil- 
ialeiimself and the country with the 
d£bse over the exchange rate mech- 
anis and meddled so much with the 
Nalial Health Service and the edu- 
cate system that he made them 

E rin issues of voters' concern. But 
e « also Prime Minister of the 
Unii Kingdom, and leader of the 
Co.orvative Party, for more than six 
year no mean achievement for a 
Brim boy. 

Ding the election. Major said that 
he'vited to move the Conservative 
“reunion” into a new phase, in 
whi< people for whom life was a 
stride began to share in the “finer 
thioof life”. He painted a picture in 
whi Tbny Blair threatened “a Dis- 
unil Kingdom drifting towards a 
lin’d States of Europe". 

t scale of defeat punctured the 
hojand the horror, at a stroke. But 
it b ended the struggle between 
the who had urged Major to stay on 
ai&e the party through its loss, and 
the who had advised him to quit at 
on t and return to a “real life”. 

1 ie friends who had advised him to 
geiut believe they had Major’s best 
.infests at heart. What good would 
•iijie served to stay on, they ask. Bet- 
hea get a new leader quickly in place. 
fT 7 divisions that have broken out 
ib^een the various contenders to the 
Jsiiession were ever-present in the 
piy and, indeed, were one of the 
I ases of defeat. If Major was unable 
tijeep them from breaking out at the 
H'ght of the election campaign, what 
ejnee had he got of keeping them 
dim in the aftermath of defeat? 
EfcL let them get on with iL 
^ther friends argue that Major has 


The way Major has 
treated his party by 
jumping dear in their 
moment of need shows the 
depth of his contempt, 
says Anthony Bevins 


done nothing more than Labour’s 
James Callaghan in 1979, Michael 
Foot in 1983, or Neil Kinnoek.m 
1 992, when defeated leaders left their 
parties to their own devices in choos- 
ing a successor. 

In fact. Foot knew that he was in 
effect handing the party on to NeD 
Kinnodq just as Ne3 Kinnock knew he 
was handing on to John Smith. The 
only appropriate parallel to what 
Major has just done is the Callaghan 
precedent, when there was no guar- 
antee as to what the Parliamentary 
Labour Party would do, and it turned 
to Fool 

As Kenneth Oarke reminded Tory 
colleagues who might be tempted to 
back a “hard-line nationalist and anti- 
European” candidate to succeed 
Major, Labour's election of Foot 
“cleared the way for a generation of 
Conservative rule”. 

Major has left the party in the 
lurch, with no clue as to who will 
replace him. But after all they have 
done to him over the last six years, his 
friends argue, why should he care ? 

Enemies and rivals have stabbed 
him in the back, they have, knee- 
capped him, tied his hands together, 
and expected him to fight an election 
against one of the most sophisticated 
political machines ever - devised by 
Peter Mandelson. The Conservatives, 
Major's friends add, have now got 
their just deserts. 

N o one would dispute that the 
warring Tory factions have 
been asking for this mess. They 
do, indeed, deserve iL But what of the 
thousands upon thousands of loyal, 
decent hard-working activists up and 
down the country who have given 
heart and soul to the Conservative 
Party? What about the many, many 
people who have slogged their guts 
out, canvassing and arguing and per- 
suading reluctant ana hostile sup- 
porters to go out and vote? Not to 
mention the milli ons of people who 
did just that - those who wem out and 
voted not so much for the Conserva- 
tive Party as for that nice, lovely man, 
John Major. 

Do they deserve this anarchy, this 
half-baked leadership contest for a 
party that has not yet had a chance to 
grieve for its loss? Not at all. Yet such 
is the depth of Major's gratitude, that 
he has thrown them to the wolves, like 
so much rancid mutton. 

There are 164 Conservative MP5 in 
today’s House of Commons. Many of 
the newcomers have been around 
long enough to know the difference 
between William Hague and Michael 
Howard, Peter Lilley and Kenneth 
Clarke. But is it really right that the 
new leader of the Conservative Party 
should be elected so precipitately by 
so few? 

What does it do for the morale of 
an already demoralised party to 
know that they have no say whatso- 
ever in the choice of the man, and it 
is a man, who is to lead them intp the 
new mill ennium? Of course sound- 
ings wfll be taken. And the soundings 
will then be ignored in the privacy of 
a secret balloL 

All that lies at the door of John 
Major, who could so easily have 
decided to see the party through its 
mourning, who could so easily, have 
initialed a review of the leadership 
election rules, who could so easily have 
seen the party through to safe bar- 




The party is in disarray and has yet 
to realise the extent of its historic 
defeat However, says Andrew Marr, 
New Labour may help by farcing the 
Conservatives to create a modem and 
moderate political party 
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What, me worry? I would sooner be watching cricket Dylan Martinez 


hour. He prefers to watch cricket 
instead. 

If there was one reason why the 
Conservative Party adored Alec 
Douglas-Home it was because he 
selflessly agreed to serve under 
Edward Heath, as shadow Foreign 
Secretary, after Heath became the 
party’s first elected leader in 1965. 

Home had stayed on after the 
defeat of October 1964, seeing in the 
new leadership election process - 
which still exists today - and remain- 
ing for nine months before leaving the 
coast clear for Heath's election. 

He then volunteered to lend his 
weight and experience to the shadow 
cabinet and went on to serve as For- 
eign Secretary for the duration of the 
1970-74 Heath government. 

Tbday’s shadow cabinet is so devoid 


of weight and experience that Major 
is serving as Leader of the Opposition, 
shadow Foreign Secretary and shadow 
Defence Secretary. 

But Major’s friends say that as 
soon as a new leader is elected, he will 
be off. We will not see him for dusL 
There is no question of him offering 
his services to the new leader; he wifi 
have done his bit, and that will be thaL 

Anyone who seeks gratitude in pol- 
itics is a fool. But Major must 
despise his party to treat it with : 
contempt 

During the election, one of 
Labour's campaign themes was the 
weakness of Major’s leadership. They 
were right He could not lead a horse 
to water, but he is new letting the Con- 
servative Party wander off into the 
wilderness. 


E ven now, the Conservative leadership 
has not heard the message. Even now 
-with the main roof fallen in, the west 
wing being stripped by riotous peas- 
antry, the stables burned to the ground, 
cows on the cricket pitch and creditors in the library 
- the implications of the parly’s historic defeat have 
not yet sank in. 

The Tbries may be facing a decade or more in 
opposition, while New Labour single-mindedly 
tries to replace them as the country’s natural gov- 
erning party. Rower to decide Britain's European 
future has been lost to them. By the time the Con- 
servatives form another government the likeli- 
hood is that the high tide of centralising feder- 
alism will have passed, and some new settlement 
established. 

During that period, some Tbries may take ever 
more aggressively nationalist positions. But they will 
be able to act, at best, as commentators and polit- 
ical hecklers. In terms of practical politics, this his- 
toric question will now be resolved without them. 
Sensible Tories wfll take note and ask themselves 
what future their party has if it becomes a British 
nationalist ginger group. 

But, of course, the Conservatives have not only 
lost their immediate influence in the European 
argument. They have lost most of their best lead- 
ers and much of what would have been their new 
parliamentary talent. 

Their traditional methods of fund-raising are 
under imminent threat from reforming Labour leg- 
islation. So is their in -built hereditary majority in 
the House of Lords. They have lost their patron- 
age; in time, many thousands of their quango 
appointees are likely to be sacked or not replaced. 
Yet they scarcely exist as a serious political force 
in local government either, though it is here they 
will rebuild first 

After their wipe-out defeats in Scotland, Whies, 
northern England and most major provincial cities, 
it is doubtful whether the Conservatives can even 
describe themselves, in 1997, as a great national 
party - never mind the great national party. 

It is, in short, rather See the condition of a dev- 
astated country after it has suffered militaiy defeat 
- the shattered leadership, the broken cities, the 
bankrupt treasury, the lack of overseas allies. 

Given all this, bow has the provisional Tory lead- 
ership been behaving? Not well, is the short 
answer. Wi thin a few days, their leader deserts them 
(see left). There is a short, bungled champagne pact 
which collapses a few hours later. Not very coded 
mutual abuse is enthusiastically traded. One ex- 
minister describes Michael Howard as having 
“something of the night" about him and prepares 
for a public denunciation of his behaviour in office 
(and is rewarded with vicious innuendos spread 
against her). 

They are behaving, then, much as they behaved 
in power, and if they cany on, it wfll have much 
the same effect Anyway, partly because of the 
timetable imposed by John Major's decision to quit 
quickly, they are doing this the wrong way round. 

The first question for the Conservatives ought 
not to be “whom?” but “what?”. The choice of 
leader should follow and reflect the party's phi- 
losophy for opposition, a plan agreed after much 
more debate and self-scrutiny than we have seen 
so far. It also needs to involve many more people 
than those MPs who have scrambled back to 
Westminster - it needs to draw in the voluntary 
side of the party, councfllore, Tory intellectuals, 
MEPs and many of the ousted but still formida- 
bly bright ancien rigpne. And this 
wider debate needs to precede, 
though not by long, a thorough 
reform of the party, opening it up 
more to the views of those who sus- 
tain it through the country and who 
rightly feel let down by the behav- 
iour of some national politicians. 

That, in itself, would help the 
process of rebuilding the’ party’s 
standing in the country. And by 
depriving the Tbries of much of 
their secret corporate revenue. 

Labour is doing tnem a favour. A 
healthy democratic party thrives by 


engaging with mflljons of ordinary supporters - 
using them as its antennae, listening to them and 
sometimes arguing with them. Being obliged to 
raise money from them as well ensures that that 
happens. 

In some parts of the country, the remaking of 
the Tories will, or should, be radical. The Wfelsh and 
Scottish Conservatives are in the humiliating posi- 
tion of being left without a single MP, and seeing 
Liberal Democrats and nationalists become the 
opposition to Labour. The most urgent task for 
them is how to deal with the referendums later this 
year on devolution: should they cany on their pre- 
electoral opposition or should they accept that the 
argument has been lost? 

They need to be very careful about opposing 
devolution. Apart from anything else, they need ft. 
As this paper has argued for years, a Scottish par- 
liament in particular, elected under proportional 
representation, is the likeliest way for the Conser- 
vatives there to recover. If it has tax-raising pow- 
ers, so much the better, parties of the right require 
fear of higher taxation as a powerful incentive at 
the ballot box. Whether the Scottish Tbries need 
to change their name, to Unionists or Progressives, 
is debatable (a step too far, I think). But they cer- 
tainly need to reorientate themselves as a deter- 
minedly Scottish party working in an Edinburgh 
parliament and inside the UK. 

I n England, the Conservatives have to relearn 
from New Labour the lesson Labour once 
learnt from them: extremism is political 
death. The Tbries need to oppose Blair in the 
Commons as tough-minded but mainstream sup- 
porters of welfare - the people asking numbers 
questions about every tax or spending change - 
and as moderate pro-Europeans and wary 
constitutionalists. 

This last will be particularly important, facing a 
huge Labour majority and a highly centralised 
Downing Street operation. With weak opposition 
and strong governing-party discipline, there is a 
serious danger of the Commons losing yet more of 
its vigour, independence and purpose. It isnow the 
job of the Tbries to help make sure that doesn’t 
happen. 

Beyond the Commons, they need to reverse 
their former contempt for local govemmenL 
Now in opposition, they need to discard the habits 
of centralism and become toleranL liberal Tbry 
pluralists, working with the grain of the times, not 
against it. For instance, they are bound to be 
defeated if they try to block Lords reform - so why 
shouldn't they attack the interim Labour proposal 
of an appointed chamber, and fight for an elected 
House of Peers instead? 

The simple story is that the Tories have to start 
again, with new structures, new agendas, new polit- 
ical thinking. That is the proper reaction to a defeat 
of such dramatic proportions. 

But there is something which matters almost 
more than any of that. The Conservatives have to 
get themselves liked again. They have been so 
widely disliked for so long that this may seem an 
uphill task. It isn’L The British are quick forget- 
ters, suspicious of those in power and relatively 
tolerant of people who confess mistakes. So long 
as the new Tory leadership is not too haughty, or 
bitter, shows that it can learn lessons and is 
friendly to new ideas, the Conservatives will be 
back. Under whose leadership? Most of the 
above sounds a little like a plea for Kenneth 
Clarke. It is. 


Sultan Mehmet II and the EU 


— Europe looks different 
■4 from the south. North- 
JJem Europeans - not 
u Britons but also Swedes 
d Danes - repeatedly show 
, in the surveys as the most 
rptical of all forms of closer 
iropean integration: die sin- 
: currency, common foreign 

licyandsoon. 

Bv contrast, the “Qub Med 
untries of .the European 
Von, in particular Spam and 
Gv are enthusiasts. This 

Italy has been accusing 
e r EU countries and m 
tUular Germany of mon- 

i .racism" for its opposition 
dian entry to the angle 
mcv. Italy feels partcu- 
,ore that its efforts to cut 
' J -r e t deficit to meet the 
Mauncht 3.per centUmit 
-rJfeinfi rejected, bare, n 

as* «**"*“! 

defcithis vear of perhaps 3.5 
pc. ent (ctuTent whmates 
3 -percent)^ no! be far 

tax revenues 

-gussss 

* Should be dsdosed 
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History may 
divide 

Turkey from 
Europe, but 
we are not 
entirely 
prisoners to 
events 
hundreds of 
years ago 


sustained effort over the past 
20 years to join the EU, only 
to be - as it feels - fobbed off. 
Turkey joined the European 
Customs Union at the begin- 
ning of this year and so has 
something dose to a free trade 
agreement with the EU: not a 
complete one in practice 
because of EU anti-dumping 
legislation. But actual mem- 
bership has been resisted by 
other- EU members, so that 
there is a real prospect that in 
10 years countries such as the 
Czech Republic and Poland 
win be full members of the EU 
and Turkey will not 

Of course, by then some 
members of Her Majesty’s 
Opposition may have got back 
into office and Britain might 
like to trade places with 
Thikey, they could have full 
integration and we could have 
a free-trade agreement. 

Why is there this resistance 
to Turkish membership? There 
are a number of perfectly legit- 
imate concerns which are 
voiced in public by European 
politicians. They include wor- 
ries about the Turkish record 
in ftttm an rights, in particular 
with regard to the Kurdish 
minority; worries about the 
fragility of the democracy here 
- there were militaiy coups in 
I960, 1971, and 1980, though 
another one currently seems 
most unlik e hr; and of course 


there are economic concerns. 

The economic arguments 
are powerful. You are not 
advised to change your money 
daily any more, but inflation 
last year was still 70 per cent. 
Real interest rates have fallen 
from 30 per cent in January 
and are “only” 22 per cent. 
That makes life difficult for the 
business community. But no 
one is suggesting that Turkey 
should qualify for Maastricht 
In any case the real economy 
(as opposed to the financial 
one) is doing quite well. 
Growth has been excellent at 
8 per cent last year and prob- 
ably 5 per cent this. There is a 
current account deficit but 
that is financed by “suitcase 
trade” (ie unrecorded) exports 
to former Eastern bloc coun- 
tries, and capital inflows. Even 
the budget deficit looks like 
being only 5 per cent of GDP 
this year, not that far from 
other European countries, 
though ft may rise next 

These are all serious diffi- 
culties, but they are not insur- 
mountable ones. So why is 
there so little enthusiasm 
within the EU for Tu rkish 
entry? There is one obvious 
barrier, which EU countries 
will not openly acknowledge, 
but which many people in 
Turkey suspect is the real rea- 
son: Islam. European nations 
may be among the most 


secular in the world, but they 
do not want a non-Christian 
nation in their club. 

Maybe. But 1 think there is 
another reason for the resis- 
tance, and a reason to which 
the European Union politi- 
cians would be wise to 
acknowledge more widely. It is 
history. 

You fed it here in this great 
European city, looking out 
across the Bosphorus to Asia, 
a mile or so away. On another 
visit last autumn I walked the 
five-mile length of Constan- 
tinople’s land walls, built 
under Theodosius n in 413, 
and only breached once, more 
than a thousand years later by 
the forces of Sultan Mehmet n 
in 1453. The walls are still 
intact, and save for a couple of 
motorways that have recently 
been punched through them, 
that gap where the Thrkish 
forces swept though is the only 
breach. 

We live with that breach 
now. The European Union 
lives with it. Turkey lives with 
it. Turkey is a member of 
Nalo: mOUons of Turks live in 
Germany, where they and 
their descendants help to 
assemble the BMWs and other 
examples of German engi- 
neering excellence we all 
aspire to buy. So Turkey is inti- 
mately bound in to Europe's 
security and its economy. But 


there is a difference, deep in 
history. 

There is a great temptation 
to ignore history: It is frus- 
trating, even irrational to 
behave as prisoners to events 
hundreds of years in the past 
But of course we are not 
entirely prisoners, as the EU 
itself demonstrates. It repre- 
sents a very successful effort to 
learn from the dreadful history 
of Europe in the first half of 
this century. But the lesson 
from the EU’s attitude to 
Thrkey also needs to be 
respected, and respected 
within the EU as well as more 
widely. Surely that lesson is 
that Europe will always be a 
mixture. There will be people 
in its northern fringes who 
see themselves as different; 
there will be Club Med coun- 
tries angiy if they are not fully 
included 'in Franco/ German 
plans; and there will be aspi- 
rants, like Turkey, whose inter- 
ests need to be understood. 
Can we learn to enjoy that 
diversity? 

This is, of course, an argu- 
ment for a multi-speed 
Europe. In many ways, since 
medieval times, Europe has 
been multi-speed: it has 
always squabbled A structure 
that contains and channels 
that squabbling is surely bet- 
ter than one which denies that 
tensions exist. 
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prenuna however many children 
you ban. 

In adifitHMi Pri ma care gives yon 
and ytmr family comprehensive 
caver, with no financial remits on 
surgeons’ and anaesthetists’ fees. 
Which cogM be very Important ta 

you one day. And to yonr children. 

Prime Health 




A member of the Standard Life Group 


can 0800 77 99 55 now, 

or fill in the coupon for a no-obligation quote. 
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If you like mushrooms, we sell 9 different kinds. 


Take afresh loo 


at Sainsbury s 


We re not the biggest supermarket 
the country. 

(How could we be? We have 378 stores 


and Tesco have 570.) 


But size isn’t what Sainsburys is about - 


always been about quality and it always 


will be. 


Food is our passion 


We sell jbrty kinds of sausages. 


Thirty-Jive different apples throughout 


the year. 


Twenty-Jour varieties of potatoes (three 


of which you can use in salads). 

Our wine buyers travel 50,000 miles 
a year to snap up the best buys. 

We sell 103 cheeses. 

Our Jresh Italian pasta comes to us 
exclusively Jrom Italy. 

(Not Jiom an Italian in the Old Kent 
Road.) 

We sell British ales jrom specialist 
brewers like Tanglefoot, Waggledance and 
Hobgoblin. 


beers Jrom around the world.) 

Our in-store bakeries bake throughout 
the day. So even if you’re a late riser our 
bread is rising with you. 

We use real root ginger in our Fresh 
Ginger Beer. (And no E numbers.) 

Our Indian ready-meals use spices 
shipped Jrom India. 

We have more Jresh meat counters than 
any other supermarket. 

You 11 Jind jbrty-two kinds of ice-cream 


in our Jreezer cabinets. 


If there’s a jresh idea 


be sure we’ll be leading Jrom the jront 
We sell over 2,000 vegetarian lines 
have one of the widest ranges of orga 
produce. 

In some ways you could say we ; 
slightly batty about Jood. 

Who else would offer you three kin 
of smoked salmon? (Mild oak-smoke 


medium oak-smoked and Jull-bodied 


and beech-smoked.) 


Who else would sell Jourteen types 


Thirty-Jive blends of Jresh ground Jlour? 


coffee on our shelves. 

And thirty-seven types of jish on our 
Jresh Jish counters. 

In the whole wide world of Jood there 
are Jew treasures we haven’t discovered. 


Who else would bring you Jresh soup 
like Spinach, Coconut and Cumin? I 

We like to think it’s not h ittiness th«# 

| 

drives us on, but enthusiasm. -.1 

Quite simply, were a sto e that lo ;s 


We popularised the avocado back in Jood. 


the Sixties. 


Since then we’ve championed many 
other Joods, including mozzarella cheese, 
Jromage Jiais, creme Jraiche, Jilo pastry 


It’s what makes us different; its 
makes us Sainsburys. 


(We also sell sixteen other unusual and Parma ham. 


Sainsbury 

i j 


Lk 


FRESH FOOD, FRESH IDE 


SOME LINES AVAILABLE AT LARGER STORES ONLY AND DUE TO THE SEASONAL NATURE OF SOME PRODUCTS, AVAILABILITY MAY BE RESTRICTED TO SHORT PERIODS THROUGHOUT THE TEAR. VISIT OUR SITE AT- 


www.edlnsburys.c3ik 
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Brigadier Michael 
Harbottle 


Of all United Nations activity, 
it is peacekeeping, the most orig- 
inal of international endeavours, 
which is the least understood 
Peacekeeping depends not on 
fighting soldiers but on troops 
trained in mediation and con- 
cfliation who need self-control 
and patience. With the death of 
Brigadier Michael Harbottle, 
Britain has lost one of its great- 
est peacekeeping experts. 

There was more to Harbot- 
tle's beliefs than wishing to si- 
lence the guns of aggression. 
Peacekeeping led him to a rev- 
olutionary idea which involved 
a new role for the world’s 
armed forces. To create a ra- 
tional and ethical new world or- 
der the world’s governments 
needed to rethink the role of the 
militaiy. It was a belief often lost 
on politicians who easily dis- 
missed what Harbottle called his 
new philosophy of service. 

Harbottle believed that 
there were vital humanitarian 
tasks which armed forces 
could perform to alleviate the 
suffering caused by environ- 
mental catastrophe and war. 
That peacekeeping and peace- 
building were indispensable 
and invaluable instruments of 
peace were, for Harbottle, 
self-evident truths: there was 
more to soldiering than fight- 
ing or preparing to fight. There 
were non-military considera- 
tions to be taken into account 
concerning economic, hu- 
manitarian and environmental 
security - priority concerns 
which called for new percep- 
tions and perspectives. 

Harbottle's ideas did not go 
down too well in either the Min- 
istry of Defence or the Foreign 
Office, where there were plen- 
ty who argued that the armed 
forces should have one single 
task - to defend the nation 
against aggression. But for 
Harbottle, the notion that de- 
fensive weaponry was the best 
and only real insurance for 
peace was outdated - an ob- 
session which caused nations to 
overspend on weapons re- 
search and production to the 
detriment ot economic needs. 

This was indeed a surprising 
view from a soiider trained at 
Sandhurst. In 1937 he had been 
commissioned into the Oxford- 
shire and Buckinghamshire 
Light Infantry, and after a dis- 
tinguished record in the Second 
World War he was made cora- 


niander of the 1st Royal Green- 
jadrets, becoming in the early 
Sixties security commander with 
the British fierce in Aden. But his 
road to Damascus came after- 
wards, in 1966, when he was ap- 
pointed Grief of Staff to the UN 
Peacekeeping force in Cyprus. 

in a saner world in which na- 
tional governments have less 
sway on who gets UN jobs, Har- 
bottle would have continued his 
UN work. But after two years 
in Cyprus, the Ministry of De- 
fence would not accede a re- 
quest from the UN Secretary 
General U Thant for him to 
continue and so Harbottle took 
early retirement. 

He went on to write The Im- 
partial Soldier (1970) and The 
Blue Berets (1971), the first 
books - after the debacle of the 
UN’s Congo mission - to look 
at peacekeeping in a positive 
way, drawing distinctions be- 
tween true peacekeeping - the 
dogged holding of a buffer 
zone - and the sort of “pacifi- 
cation" policing in support of 
civil governments in which the 
British army then considered it- 
self expert, but which was more 
heavy-handed. 

Harbottle believed that colo- 
nial enforcement actions were 
much less positive than peace- 
keeping and that the two should 
not be confused. UN peace- 
keeping was far from standard 
military practice. In these two 
books, Harbottle described a 
peacekeeping mission as the 
manifest will of the communi- 
ty of nations to achieve peace. 
He saw a single blue beret at a 
checkpoint as a symbol; the sol- 
dier’s weapon was not the rifle 
slung over his shoulder, but his 
credibility. Appropriately used, 
Harbottle argued, peacekeep- 
ing could be hugely successful 
if it started at ground level - the 
most useful soldier of all was the 
one around before grievances 
got out of hand. 

His work for peace began in 
earnest with his appointment as 
vice-president ot the Interna- 
tional Peace Academy, an 
independent, non-partisan in- 
ternational institution dedicat- 
ed to the prevention and 
settlement of armed conflicts 
between and within states which 
had just been created in New 
York. It worked closely with the 
UN and drew on a worldwide 
network of statesmen and schol- 
ars. Harbottle collated the 


Peacekeeper's Handbook (1978), 
considered to be a defin- 
itive work which the UN 
issued to more than 70 troop- 
contributing countries as an 
instruction manual for peace- 
keeping operations. Between 
1974 and 1979 he was a visiting 
lecturer at Bradford Universi- 
ty’s School of Peace Studies. 

Harbottle’s practical peace- 
keeping experience led him to 
a belief that international con- 
fidence-building would only 

work through disarmament ana 
be was instrumental in the cre- 
ation of Generals for Peace and 
Disarmament in 1981, when 
east-west relations were glacial: 
the Soviet Union was deploy- 
ing SS20 nuclear missiles and 
Nato Pershing rockets and 
Cruise missiles. The organisa- 
tion consisted of a group of like- 
minded retired soldiers from 
Nato countries, who met their 
East European counterparts 
to develop co-operation rather 
than confrontation between 
east and west. 

By now, in Whitehall, opin- 
ion was effectively poisoned 
against Harbottle and a whis- 
pering campaign described him 
as a traitor consorting with the 
enemy, particularly after the So- 
viet Ambassador in Washington 
DC, Alexander Dobrynin, en- 
dorsed his work. But no one 
who really knew Harbottle 
thought that he was in anyway 
politicised; his beliefs sprung 
from direct peacekeeping ex- 
perience. He was mischievous 
though and he could make his 
critics and those in power feel 
most uncomfortable with his di- 
rect common-sense approach. 

After the fall of the Berlin 
wall, Harbottle transformed 
Generals for Peace and Disar- 
mament into a world-wide con- 
sultative association which 
comprised senior officers in 
national armed forces from all 
over the world. The association 
focused on the prevention of 
armed conflict; typically, Har- 
bottle described the association 
as a “ mili tary pugwash". 

Long before the post-Cold 
War tragedies of Bosnia, So- 
malia and Rwanda. Harbottle 
realised how badly served the in- 
ternational community was by 
what he considered to be a 
“chicken-hearted’’ Security 
Council. Because of the coun- 
cil’s habit of mandating the 
impossible and providing inad- 



Postttve action: HaibotUe as Chief of Staff to the UN peaceteepkig force In Cyprus, 1966 phatogaph: Tbpham 


equate resources, Harbottle 
believed that future security 
lay in regional and sub-region- 
al arrangements working under 
the terms of the LTN Charter. 

The scope of the Worldwide 
Consultative Associations of 
Retired Generals and Admirals 
stretched way beyond the Eu- 
ropean theatre to Asia and 
Africa, and there was shared ex- 
perience on how the military 
could be used in modem peace- 
keeping. TWo international 
meetings were held in 1993 
and 1994, and at the time of his 
death Harbottle was helping to 
plan another event at which a 
proposal for regional security 
for Africa was to be discussed. 

The effect on his views of his 
wife Eirwen was recognised by 


everyone involved in his peace 
work. It was she who inspired 
the creation of the charitable 
Peace Child Charitable Trust 
which helped children from 
around the world to produce a 
successful booklet Rescue Mis- 
sion: Planet Earth. Another re- 
cent project involved Greek 
and Turkish children on Cyprus 
jointly undertaking an envi- 
ronmental study of the island. 
Eirwen believed that “new 
t hinking ” should be taught in 
schools and that no section of 
society could remain indifferent 
to the ideal of peace. With Eir- 
wen Harbottle created in 19S3 
the Centre for International 
Peacebuilding, based in their 
home in Chipping Norton, 
Oxfordshire. 


Last December an historic 
statement was isated through the 
Centre for International Peace- 
building, signed by 62 officers - 
including three former Supreme 
Allied Commanders Europe, 
the former Commander in 
Chief, US Strategic Command, 
and a former head of Russian Se- 
curity - demanding the elimi- 
nation of nuclear weapons. 

Linda Melvern 

Michael Neale Harbottle, soldier 
and peacekeeper: bom 7 Febru- 
ary 1917; OBE 1959; Security 
Commander, Aden 1962-64; 


Chief of Staff, UN Peacekeeping 
•e Cyprus 1966-68 married 
i A hon Humfress (one son. 


Force 

1940.- 

one daughter), 1972 Eirwen Si 
monds; died 1 May 1997. 


Professor James Scott 


James Scott will primarily be re- 
membered as the Regional 
Medical Officer for the Trent 
Regional Health Authority 
from 1973 to 198S. However, 
behind this, there is an out- 
standing contribution to health 
care and medical education, pri- 
marily in the East Midlands. 

Scott was bom in 1931 and re- 
ceived his medical education at 
Trinity College, Dublin, quali- 
fying in 1955. House Officer 
posts in Doncaster and York fol- 
lowed, then further experience 
as pathologist in Sir Patrick 
Dun’s Hospital, Dublin (1957- 
59) and Registrar in Chemical 
Pathology to the United 
Sheffield Hwpital (1959-61). 
During this time he wrote his 
doctoral thesis on the melanin 
in urine of patients with malig- 
nant melanoma and this was 
awarded MD in 1965. 

In 1961 Scott became a 
trainee medical officer with the 
Sheffield Regional Hospital 
Board, and progressed to be- 
come Assistant and Principal 
Assistant Medical Officer. 

In 1965 the Royal Commis- 
sion on Medical Education (the 


Todd Committee), in an inter- 
im report, recommended that 
two new medical schools should 
be created to increase the sup- 
ply of doctors to care for the 
population. They were to be the 
first medical faculties founded 
this century and were to be 
placed within the universities of 
Nottingham and Southampton. 

Scott thus joined in 1965 the 
planning team which was to cre- 
ate Queen's Medical Centre in 
Not tingham. He joined David 
Greenfield, the foundation 
Dean of the Faculty of Medi- 
cine. Robert Graham, the Uni- 
versity Assistant Registrar and 
John Dann, the Planning Offi- 
cer. This group shaped and 
formed the integrated medical 
centre dedicated to patient 
care, teaching and research, 
such that the distinction be- 
tween health service and uni- 
versity should be invisible. Scott 
was thus highly instrumental in 
creating Queen's Medical Cen- 
tre and shaping the way it works. 

It is easy to criticise any large 
building as being vast and un- 
wieldy. However, Queen’s Med- 
ical Centre does function as an 



Scott new medical schools 

integrated centre and this is a 
great credit to the initial plan- 
ners and the architects. Scott 
served on the Board of Medical 
Studies which was the forerun- 
ner of the Faculty Board and was 
involved in the development of 
the new undergraduate cur- 
riculum. He also became a Se- 
nior Lecturer in the University 
Department of Community 
Medicine under the enthusias- 
tic leadership of the foundation 
Professor, Maurice BacketL 
In 1971, Scott was appoint- 


ed as Senior Administrative 
Medical Officer to the Sheffield 
Regional Hospital Board, which 
in 1973 transformed itself into 
the Trent Regional Health Au- 
thority. He remained there as 
Regional Medical Officer until 
retirement in 1988. This post al- 
lowed him to oversee and con- 
tinue to contribute to the 
development of the Nottingham 
Hospitals and the University 
Medical Faculty which pro- 
duced its first graduate in 1975. 

While he was at Trent. Leices- 
ter University founded its med- 
ical school, which produced the 
first graduates in 1980. The 
creation, successful develop- 
ment and establishment of two 
new medical schools with asso- 
ciated hospital and health ser- 
vices facilities, in 15 years, in the 
southern half of the Trent Re- 
gion, a unique achievement in 
which Scon played a pivotal role. 

As Regional Medical Officer. 
Scott was a member and Pres- 
ident of the Hospital Commit- 
tee of the European Economic 
Union from 1980 to 198S, the 
first Briton to hold the posL The 
hospital committee comprised 


four health service delegates 
from each of the then nine 
Common Market countries. Its 
objective was to promote a uni- 
formly high standard of hospi- 
tal care and to foster efficiency, 
effectiveness and humanity in 
the organisation and running of 
hospital services. 

On retiring as the Regional 
Medical Officer Scott became 
a Professor of Health Service 
Planning in the Department of 
Community Medicine in 
Sheffield University. He main- 
tained his educational interests 
and was chairman of the Board 
of Governors of the Mid-Trent 
College of Nursing and Mid- 
wifery from 1989 until the time 
of its incorporation into the Fac- 
ulty of Medicine and life Sci- 
ence of Nottingham University. 

Jim Scott enjoyed the Dor- 
dogne and had a property there 
which he carefully cared for and 
renovated. Philately was his 
hobby, and on the day of release 
of new issue stamps, he would 
be seen making his way to a post 
office to enhance his collection. 
He did not enjoy good health 
and for over half bis life, was af- 


flicted with chest disease. In 
spite of this, there was a deter- 
mination to succeed and an abil- 
ity to overcome this adversity. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Margaret, the Director of Nurs- 
ing Services at Crurapsall Hos- 
pital in Manchester. 

JJ}. Bourke 

James Alexander Scott, medical 
administrator bom 3 July 1931; 
Pathologist, Sir Patrick Dun's 
Hospital, Dublin 1957-59 ; Reg- 
istrar in Clinical Pathology, Unit- 
ed Sheffield Hospitals 1959-61: 
Trainee, laterAssistant and Prin- 
cipal. Assistant Senior Medical Of- 
ficer, Sheffield Regional Hospital 
Board 1961-70, Senior Admin- 
istrative Medical Officer 1971-73: 
Senior Lecturer in Community 
Medicine , Nottingfiam Unnersi- 
ty 1967-71, Special Professor of 
Health Care Planning 1974-97; 
Regional Medical Officer, Trent 
Regional Health Authority 1973- 
88; FRCP 1985: CBE 1986; Pro- 
fessor Associate in Health Service 
Planning, Sheffield University 
1988-97; monied 1957 Margaret 
Slinger (one son, two daugh- 
ters); died Sheffield 7 May 1997. 


Jack Fishman 


Jack Fishman believed that ex- 
perience was the bestedu^™ 
available and he ensured that he 
filled his fife with as much as ne 
could get: he achieved success 
as journalist, writer, songwriter, 
and spycatcher. . , 

Bora in the East End of 
London, to Jewish refugee par- 
ents of Russian, Poh'sh ano 
German origin, as a boy rise- 
man many times visited Berlin. 
On one occasion, when he was 
10, he stumbled on a Nazi roi- 
ly where Adolf Hitler, on de- 
scending the steps, walked up 
to Jack, who then bad a full 
crop of blond hair, and patted 
him on the head - the reason 
Fishman later gave for his ear- 
ly hair loss. 

His father died when he w^ 
young and as a result he left 
school at 13 and got his first job 
working as a teaboy on a news- 
paper. He soon developed a tal- 
ent for writing. 

He worked his way up to be- 
come news editor, then deputy 
editor, of two of Britain s 
largest national newspapers, 
for the Kemsley newspaper 
group and later the Thomson 
organisation. He then went on 
to edit Thomson’s largest Sun- 
day newspaper. Empire News, 
where be remained until the pa- 
per was sold to the News of the 
World in 1961. 

Fishman specialised in po- 
litical journalism, and also had 
a particular interest in intelli- 
gence work. He was credited 
with the exposure of the most 
notorious spy Britain has ever 
known - Kim Phdby. FoDowing 
a tip from behind the Iron Cur- 
tain, the British government was 
alerted to the presence of a 
Russian agent within the For- 
eign Office. Fishman became 
convinced that Phil by was the 
agent and set about using the 
national press to expose him. 

However, British libel laws 
prevented the stoiy from being 
published in Britain, so, with 
the aid of two of Fishman’s 
friends on the New York Daily 
News, the story was broken in 
America. The matter was then 
raised in Parliament, finally 
leading to Philby’s defection to 
Moscow in 1963. Despite sug- 
gestions that Fishman was 
working for the CIA or ML5. he 
always claimed that he was 
merely acting as a journalist. 

After leaving the Thomson 
Group, Fishman worked as a 
freelance writer. His first book 
had been published in 1954, The 
Seven Men of Spandau . about 
the seven Hitler henchmen who 
escaped the gallows at Nurem- 
berg and were sentenced to be 
the sole inmates of the vast 
Spandau Prison m Berlin. His 
second, The Life of Joseph Stal- 
in, was published in 1962, fol- 
lowed by My Darling Clementine 
(1963), a biography of Winston 
Churchill's wife. This was 
reprinted three times within 
the first month of its release, 
and became an instant best- 
seller in Britain and America, 
remaining in the list of top ten 
books for a further year. 

Based on his reaction to a pi- 
lot for a new American televi- 
sion show, in 1964 Fishman 
signed the literary rights to The 
Man From UNCLE, and was re- 
sponsible for editing and co- 
publishing all the related books. 
In 1974 he published a collec- 
tion of Winston Churchill’s let- 
ters and documents. If I Lived 
My Life Again. He wrote two 
further best-sellers, the fic- 
tional KG200 (1977) and The 



eluding the story begun-j^jus 
first book. --y v 

But Fishman had a fagner 
career, as a songwriter, 
he initially kept very_#fef 

about, preferring ?ous&]$ah 
donyms. He felt that jWSj jT 
would take him seriou?yyd|S3i 
writer if they knew he tf ajggg; 
writing pop songs. In thegg- 
ties, white 'recovenMBg 
tuberculosis after 
charged from th e 
amuse himself he had.ste^ 
writing lyrics to music nehe&d 
on the radio. He later seiittSgj 
to publishers in “Tin PanLAffi^jE* 
in Denmark Street, London.^ 
Many artists of the ; rime 
recorded one or othe^ofhtt'- 
songs, and he was awarded .foe 
first ever Ivor Novello awaHm 
1955 for the song "Evpty- 
where”, but under the faf« 
name Lany Kahn - he sent a . 
stand-in to collect the aw ardin g 
order to protect his anonyxyfty. 
He also received the Am gjpgn 
BMI award for “Why Dpirt 
They Understand". Tb enfctjfc 
him to concentrate .onife 
books, Fishman stopped 1 wripngf 
music between 1963 and l?fifr 
but when he returned, he Sicfe, 
responsible for co-writing Sev- 
eral hits including “Help Your- 
self”, “If I Only Had TSn&^v 
“Something is Happening” arid 
“If Paradise is Half as Nice”. 
During 1969-71 his songs 
achieved sales of more than IB- 
million records. ‘ 

Fishman's introduction to 
film music was Sam Gokhvynte 
Best Years of Our Lives 
and Betty Box’s Miranda {19iJ7£* 
and he later collaborates) w»t§t 
many renowned composers 
within this field, including $tan- 7 
ley Black, Ron Goodwin, Ehriio 
Morrioone and Maurice Jarre, 

He worked with Roy Budd on 



Rahman: spycatcher, soRgnwttar^ 

theme songs for Soldier , Blue 
(197 0) and Get Carter (19 70). 

He acted as music supervisors!* 
the Seventies for Qwnibn/ 
MGM films, overseeing’ the 
output of over 100 feature films. 

As part of this year’s 50th an- 
niversary Cannes Film festival, 
he was to have been co^mteth.-: 
orated for his contribution to 
film music. * v 

Jack Fishman was a^worfca- 
holic, who continued tb Work 
throughout his life sixnttjy bfr- M 
cause he loved it Despite 4m ' " 
success, he preferred tOTead a 
modest life, living for theJast-56 
years with his family irt High- 
gate, north London. 

Fan! Fi rman 

Jack Fishman, journalist, -writer 
and songwriter bom 14 June 
1920; married 1944 LiUiarrRich- 
man (two sons); died London- 10 
April 1997. 




Bunny Roger 


Only brief mention of Bunny 
Roger’s war service was made 
in Clive Fisher’s admirable and 
tympathetic obituary {29 April], 
writes Raleigh Trevelyan . We 
Riflemen were often told of 
Bunny's great courage under 
fire, and how for instance he 
dragged a wounded fellow of- 


ficer from a burning h iifffljijg . 
that had been bombed. ?•' ; 3 

One stoiy may be $pgc>- 
ryphal. When Bunny’s sergeant 
told him that the Geri pqiis 
were advancing and asked, Mint 
should be done, Bunny is- said 
to have replied: “Wheat, in 
doubt, powder heavily”. 
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Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 


COLBECK: Marjorie Helen, known to 
many as the artist Moijoric Irvine. 
Suddenly, on ft May, at Colchester. 


■ only, 

na Hospice. Enquiries to R_ Gwiondl 
& Sons. Colchester, 01206 868585. 
STiMSON: On ft May, Carol Ann, or 
Noburn. York, wife of Jonathan Brad- 
shaw. mother to Mare and Tom. 
grandmother to Aidan, stepmother 10 
Nictao, Lucy and Ben. Most dearly 
loved. Funeral service to be held at 
St Helen 's flarish Church. Stillingflcct. 
York, on Friday 16 May at 1pm. fol- 
lowed by private cremation. Floral 
tributes may be sent to the Cooper- 
ative Funeral Service, Cromwell 
Road. York, telephone 01904 643936. 

Announcements for Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births, 
Adoptions, Marriages. Deaths, Memo- 
rial services. In Memorials) should be 
sent in writing to the Gazette Editor; 
The Independent, l Canada Square, Ca- 
nary Wharf, Loudon E14 SDL, tele- 
phoned to 0171-293 20U (answering 
machine 0171-293 2012) or faxed to 
0171-293 2010. and are charged at C6J0 
a line (VAT extra). OTHER Gazette an- 
nouncements (notices. fnnctkiDs, Forth- 
coming marriages, Marriages) mast be 
submitted in writing lor faxed) and are 
charged at £10 a line, VAT extra. They 
should be accompanied by a daytime 
telephone cumber. 


Birthdays 

Miss Francesca Annis, actress, 52; Mr 
Richard Balfe. MEP, 53; Dr Hastings 
Kamnzu Banda, former president of 
Malawi, 92; Ms Hazel Blears MP, 41; 
Mr Chay Blyth, yachtsman, 57; Vice- 
Admiral Sir Peter Buchanan, 72; Mr 
Denis Cannon, playwright, 78; Mr 
Phn Drabble, television commenta- 
tor, S3; Mr Michael Fallon MP, 45; 
Sir Owen Green, former chairman, 
BTR, 72; Baroness Hogg, economist, 
SI; Mr David Hubbard, chairman. 
London and Manchester Group, til; 
Mr Peter Kirsten, cricketer. 42; Mr 
Geoffrey Lister, joint vice-chairman, 
Bradford * Bingley Building Soci- 
ety. 60; Lord McAlpine of West 
Green, former director, Sir Robert 
McAlpine & Sons, 55: Mr Edward 
Newman, MEP, 44; Canon John 
Oates, rector, St Bride's, Fleet Street, 
(57; Mr Robert A. Parker, water- 
colour artist, 71; Miss Sidn Phillips, 
actress. 63; Sir Peregrine Rhodes, for- 
mer diplomat, 72; Sir Adam Ridley, 
executive director, Hambros Bank, 
55; Sir Leslie Sharp, former chief con- 
stable, Strathclyde, 61; Mrs Rmitia 
Turner, former trade union leader, 


70; Mrs Adrianne UzieD-Hamilton, 
circuit judge, 65; Mr Bob Wbohner, 
cricketer, 48. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Marguerite de Valois, Queen 
of Navarre, 1553; Thomas Gains- 
borough. painter, baptised 1727: Sir 
Squire Bancroft, actor and manag- 
er, 1841; Otto Klemperer, conductor, 
1885. Deaths: August Strindberg, 
playwright, 1912; James Gordon 
Bennett, newspaper proprietor. 1918; 
Henry John Heinz, food manufac- 
turer, 1919: Sir Henry Rider Hag- 
gard. novelist, 1925; Billie Burke 
(Mary William Ethdben Appleton 
Burke), actress, 1970; Jean Rhys 
(Williams), novelist, 1979. On this 
day: Louis XIV became king of 
France at the age of four, 1643; Ed- 
ward Jcnoer was successful in his Erst 
public vaccination experiment, 1796; 
in Palestine, the British mandate end- 
ed and Israel was proclaimed an in- 
dependent state, 1948. Today is the 
Feast Day of St Carthage the 
Younger, Sr Erembert, St Mary Maz- 
zarello, St Matthias, St Michael 
Gari cuits and St Pontius of CImiez. 


Lectures 

National Gallery: Colin Wiggins. 
“Seldom Seen t'ii): Rem and Studio, 
The Toiler of linus ", 1pm; David 
Bomford, “Impressionist Trajecto- 
ries’' (Slade Lecture), 630pm. 
Victoria and Albert Museum: Lau- 
rence Mangne, “Fashion cm Both 
Sides of the Channel 1930-60^. 
230pm. 

Tate Gallery: Catherine Lever, "The 
Sublime and its Place in Modernity: 
Turner. Martin, Whistler and 
Rothko", lpm, 

Rothschild Collection. Waddesdcm 
Manor. Buckinghamshire: Rosa- 
mund Griffin, “Housekeeping at 
Wbddesdon: respecting the past, 
working for the furore", 11am. 

Receptions 
HM Government 

Mr Nigel Griffiths ME Minister for 
Competition and Consumer Affairs, 
was the host at a reception held yes- 
terday at Lancaster House, St 
James's, London SWl, on the occa- 
sion of the 1997 meeting of the ISO 
Committee on Consumer Polity. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

The Prince ofWaks, President, die Prince's 
Thwi. visits the this's “SupentarT nro- 
gramroe at Stpcrchoix Enterprise ana Ed- 
uaitiun Grain:, Osminglun Bay, Dorset: 
and opens the video confcrc ore and tech- 
nological fodliiics of the Poundhuiy En- 
terprise Centre, ftjundbujy, Dorset. Hie 
Princes* Royal, Patron. College of Occu- 
pational Therapists, attends the Confer- 
ence /Study Day on “IVsitivc Images. 


Positive Steps’ and The Rote of Occu- 
pational Therapy in the Mental Health 
Field is developing more than ever", ut 
Mardialsca Road. London SE1: as Patron. 
British Nutrition Foundation, attends (he 
Confer e n ce “Nutrition in Infancy” at the 
Royal Society of Medicine, London W); 
and attends a King George’s Fond for 
Sailors' Fundraising Dinner at Drapers' 
Hall. London ECL Princess Margaret at- 
icnifc the Slate Opening of Parliament, 


Princess Alexandra visits the ISS (Inter- 
national Social Service of the United 
Kingdom) International Spring Fair ut 
Kensington Town Hall, London WS. 

Changing of the Guard 
The Household Cavalry Mounted Rnpmciu 
mounts the Queen’s Life Guard at Horse 
Guards, 1 lam; Is] BanalkuiThcRoyalRcg- 
imcntoIWiks mounts the Queen’s GuanL 
at Bcridnjrfujn Pafacc. 4pm. 


Gift failed because condition was not met 


Ellis v The Chief Adjudication 
Officer; Court or Appeal (Lord 
Justice Staughum, Lord Justice 
Otton and Lord Justice 
Schietnann) 8 May 1997 

Where a property was trans- 
ferred by deed of gift on con- 
dition that the transferee would 
care for the transferor in the 
property, the condition was 
not void for uncertainty. Since, 
however, the condition was not 
fulfilled, the gift failed and the 
transferee held the property on 
trust for the transferor, who was 
consequently not eligible for in- 
come support 

The Court of Appeal upheld 
the decision of a Social Secu- 
rity Commissioner rejecting 
the appellant’s claim for income 
support. 

The appellant transferred 
her flat to her daughter by a 
deed of gift, on condition that 
her daughter would look after 
her in the flat, and pay off the 
mortgage. The daughter was 
registered as owner of the 
property and duly paid off the 
mongage, but evicted the ap- 
pellant from the flaL 

The appellant's claim for 
income support was rejected by 


LAW REPORT 


14 May 1997 


an adjudication officer. Her ap- 
peals to the Appeal Tribunal 
and the Social Security Com- 
missioner were dismissed. 
Loma Findlay (Ward & Griffiths, Not- 
tingham ) for the appellant; Timothy 
Mould (Solicitor, Department of So- 
cial Security) for dte One/ .Adjudi- 
cation Officer. 

Lord Justice Staughton said 
that the commissioner had 
found that the transfer of the 
property was a gift subject to 
a condition subsequent, name- 
ly that the appellant’s daugh- 
ter would look after her in the 
flat. That condition bad not 
been fulfilled and the gift had, 
consequently, Med, so that the 
daughter held the property on 
trust for the appellant. 

He had found, accordingly, 
that the appellant was not en- 
titled to income support, since 
her capital exceeded the 
amount prescribed by regula- 
tion 45 of the Income Support 
(General) Regulations 1987 as 
amended. 

The question arose whether 



the condition that the appel- 
lant’s daughter care for her in 
the flat was void for uncertainly. 
If it were, it would promote tKe 
appellant’s claim for income 
support, but it would also fol- 
low that she would be unable 
to recover the proceeds of sale 
of the flat from her daughter 
The wider implications of 
such a decision were a cause of 
great concern. There must be 
many elderly parents who part- 
ed wth their property to their 
children on assurances such as 
that given to the appellant 

the In ^ rdship,S ^ d ^nt 

the condition could fairly he 

construed as requiring the 
daughter to allow the appellant 

to live in the flat for as lone as 

for her to do so, and to see that 
she was provided, for pay- 
ment if required, with the ba- 
sic necessities of life. Such a 
term had sufficient certainty to 
Sr 1 k - valid 

.} l w ,¥ then necessary to de- 
cide the value of the flat. 


There was a dispute as to what . 
was required to be valued by 
regulation 49 of the amended - 
Regulations with regard teMhe ' 
cost of realising the apgpK;'f 
lant’s beneficial loteresL^Wasj" 
it the flat, or the benefid^nr-^: 
terest in the fiat in the 
lant’s hands? If the latterview' 
were correct, it was saidjlhat 1 
the court would have to en- 
visage the appellant gomgfto.an 
estate agent and offering her/: 
presumably disputed, benefi-:- 
cial interest for sale. Would 
anyone buy it all, or for at least 
£ 6 , 000 ? 

It was doubtful whether ^o.: 
complicated a calculatkJn^vv^..: 
required by the regulation.' : r 

The right course was! to 
make some deduction far the - 
costs likely to be incurred inie* ' 
alising the asset. That was.W&at 
the commissioner had doneTn 
the present case. He had'eon- ■ 
ducted that there would m an' 
event remain more than£^Q0C 
which was the relevant capital- ;j 
limit under regulation 45 at the.-- 
time. That wasa condnsipn-oT • 
fact with which the court could 
not interfere. - . . ; 

Kale O'Hankwt, Barrister 
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Bank warns 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


Current RPIX inflation projection 


The Bank of England warned 
yesterday, in its first inflation report 
since gaming independence, of the 
need for tighter policy to keep 
inflation on target in the longer term. 
The report was widely seen in the 
City- as a warning that the newly 
liberated Bank would raise interest 
rates again during the next few 
months unless the Chancellor 
increased taxes in the Budget.' 

“They’ have given Gordon Brown 
a breathing space, but the message 
is fairly explicit. If he fails io deliv- 
er in the Budget, they will push up 
interest rates," said Jonathan Loynes 
at HSBC Markets. 

David Bloom at James Capel 
agreed. “It is all in central bank lan- 
guage, but the signal could not have 
been more blatant,” he said. 

And Richard Hey at Hoare Govett 



knocking it below the 4,700 level it 
had breached earlier in the day. 


The inflation reportpretfleted that 

underl ying inflati on will fan below ihe 


2j5 per cent target this year but 
would be approaching 3 per cent by 


said: “The Bank is clearly giving the 
Chancellor the chance to limit the 
scope of rate rises by producing a 
tight Budget." 


Share prices s et a n ew record yes- 
terday, with the FTSE 100 index up 
more than 21 points at 4,691. But the 
Bank's message got the blame for 


the end of 1998. It admitted that the 
contrast between buoyant domestic 
demand and the likely impact on ex- 
ports of the strong pound meant the 
recovery had become unbalanced. 

It concluded that there was a 
polity dilemma: “Higher interest 
rates would dampen domestic 
demand, but if they led to a further 
appreciation of sterling, would wors- 
en the imbalance.” 

Last week Eddie George, the 
Bank’s Governor, said during a 
briefing about its new freedom to set 
interest rates: "Other thin gs equal 
if you tighten fiscal policy you would 
expect that to lead to lower mone- 
tary growth and lower inflation." 

Mervyn King, the Bank's chief 


economist, would not comment di- 
rectly on the Budget yesterday, say- 
ing there was no simple trade-off 
between fiscal and monetary polity. 
But he said the imbalance between 
different sector of the economy was 
a matter for concern. 

He said the short-term outlook for 
inflation was very favourable, as it 
should be with such a strong ex- 
change rate. Bat be added that, de- 
spite last week’s quarter-point rise 
in interest rates, it was still more like- 
ly than not that inflation would be 
above target two years hence. . 

Gordon Brown is due to restate 
the inflation target in next month’s 
Mansion House speech. It will be at 
least as tough as the current “2^ per 
cent or less 7 ', the Chancellor has 
pledged, but there is speculation that 
the target could take the form of a 
range instead. 

The new Monetary Policy Com- 
mittee, which will be the forum 


within the Bank for interest rate 
decisions, would decide when and 
hew much tales should move month 
by month, Mr King said yesterday. 

The inflation report listed strong 
consumer demand, the acceleration 
in monetary growth, cost pressures 
in services and the tighter labour 
market as reasons for concern about 
tiie longer-term inflation outlook. 

Figures due today are expected to 

in tfae 

number of people claiming unem- 
ployment benefit. 

The TUC yesterday urged the 
Government to introduce a new 
measure of unemployment to replace 
the monthly claimant count of the 
num ber of unemployment benefit 
claimants. It called instead for a 
monthly survey measuring all those 
looking for work in the previous four 
weeks, regardless of whether they 
qualify for benefit 

Regardless of such doubts about the 


statistics, most economists agept 
that une mployment is falling rapidly. 

However; today’sflguresarenotex- 
pected to show a farther pick-tip m 
^arnin® growth, while retail p«e fig- 
ures tomorrow are likely to sbpw a • 
small decline in the unc&rfymg tare. 
Simon Briscoe at Nikko Europe 

“The inflation situation is not seriCTJs.^ 

He suggested the Bank could afford 
to take a relaxed attitude for now. 

The Treasury said yesterday that 
it would consult gilts market partic- 
ipants about the planned switch of 
responsibility for the sale of gflewnd 
management of government debt 
from the Bank to the Treasury. The 
move would be implemented-; as. 
early as feasible after the end of Juiyjk 

Geoffrey Robinson, the Faymas” 
ter General, said utilities would 
have to submit their representations 
about the planned windfall tax by the 
end of this month. 

Comment; page 19 


Allied issues 
threat over 


Guinness deal 


Nigel Cope 

and Magnus Grimond 


.Allied Domecq. the Beefeater 
gin and Ballantine's Scotch 
group, yesterday warned that it 
would make a formal complaint 
to the competition authorities if 
it felt that the proposed £24bn 
merger between Guinness and 
Grand Metropolitan gave the 
enlarged group an unfair dom- 
inance in any of its markets. The 
company has set up a task force 
to consider the matter. 

Though Allied Domecq’s 
chairman. Sir Christopher 
Hogg, was keen to play down 
the possible impact of the deal 
yesterday. He said: “If there is 
a regulatory issue in particular 
markets then we will have a duty 
to make a complaint. But it is 
much too early to predict what 
will happen. The jury is out.” 

The company’s low-key ap- 
proach contrasts with a strong 
attack launched on Monday by 
Seagram, the Ca n adia n spirits 
group which owns the Chivas 
Regal and Mumm's champagne 
brands. It said the deal raised “se- 
rious anti-trust issues" in the US. 
Europe and elsewhere. It is un- 
derstood the company may con- 
sider legal action to stop the deal 

There was speculation yes- 
terday that pnor to the an- 
nouncement of the GrandMet 
deal, Guinness had been talk- 
ing to Bacardi about a possible 
link-up. That deal would have 
given Guinness the world's 
leading brand of spirit to link 
with its existing top 10 brands, 
Johnnie Walker Scotch and 
Gordon's gin. Guinness said it 
did not comment on market 
rumours though one insider 
said the liok-up was unlikely. 

UK retailers as well as pub 
and brewing groups remain 
relaxed about the possible 
implications of the Guinness- 
Grand Met deal even though 
the new company will have 
huge market shares in certain 
markets, particularly in Scotch 
and gin. Whitbread. Bass and 
Sainsbuiy’s aff said the UK 
impact would be minimal. 


In Scotland, the largest 
whisky union, GMB Scotland, 
will today demand that United 
Distillers honour its agreement 
of long-term employment se- 
curity if Guinness, its parent 
company, completes the merg- 
er. Guinness recently renewed 
a job security deal covering 
3.000 unionised members of its 
4^5 0-strong Scottish workforce, 
preventing compulsory redun- 
dancies until 1999. 

Harry Donaldson, of GMB 
Scotland, said: “All too often 
mergers are about rationalisa- 
tions and redundancy. The 
whisky industry especially has 
had more than its share of 
morale-sapping cut-backs. We 
want a merger with a difference 
- for growth and jobs." 

Other reaction from north of 
the border was muted. George 
Reid, the Scottish National 
Party's trade and industry 
spokesman said they were j 
“reasonably comfortable" with 
the proposals, which offered the 
prospect of growth in develop- 
ing markets such as the Far Eaa. I 
However, he warned they J 
would seek assurances on jobs. 

Allied Domecq d echoed to say 
whether it planned to lobby the 
Government to have the merg- 
er ruled upon by the British 
competition authorities rather 
than those in Brussels. 

Allied’s shares rose 17p to 
463 -5p yesterday in spite of a flat 
set of profit figures as City an- 
alysts cited it as a takeover tar- 
get However, Tony Hales, chief 
executive, dismissed suggestions 
that the creation of such a dom- 
inant number one player in 
GMG Brands would force Allied 
• to strike a deal itsett “Everybody 
wants to be number one. But 
we're damned happier to be 
number two than number five or 
six. And that is where the real 
squeeze is going to be." 

Allied Domecq’s problems 
were further highlighted yes- 
terday when it announced a 
modest 3 per cent increase in 
half-year profits to £317m and 
a maintained interim dividend 
of 9.44p. 



SIB calls 
for quick 
redress on 


pensions 


Nic Cicutti 

Personal Finance Editor 


Changing tracks: (from left) Brian Cox, chairman of South West Trains; Brian Sorter, chairman of Stagecoach; Peter Murray, managing director of 
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GEC Alsthom Transport; and Peter Rigby, marketing and sales director at GEC Alsthom, announcing the deal 


Photograph: Ben Schott 


South West Triuns, the heavily criticised 
commuter railway, said yesterday it 
may have to start rehiring drivers after 
announcing a £90m deal to buy 30 new 
trains from GEC Alsthom, writes 
Michael Harrison. 

It was SWTs decision to axe 10 per 
cent of its drivers earlier this year that 
forced it to cancel hundreds of services 
a week and brought the threat ofa jElm 
fine from the rail franchising director. 

But Brian Cox, ch a irman of SWX said 
that when the new rolling stock began 
to arrive in two years’ time the company 


South West Trains to hire 
drivers after £90m order 


possibly would need to take on more 
drivers. He said that might sound crazy 
after the crisis SWT had been plunged 
into but its parent company Stagecoach, 
had a similar experience in the bus in- 
dustry when it took over local operators, 
catting staff and then increasing them. 

The trains will be leased through 


another Stagecoach subsidiary, Porter- 
brook Leasing, and will enter service on 
the Reading-Whlerloo line, replacing 30- 
y ear-old slain -door rolling stock. 

The order; the biggest since the rail 
industry was privatised, will safeguard 
up to 1,600 jobs at GEC Alsthom's 
Metro-Cammell works in Birmingham. 


The order was over and above the 
commitments Stagecoach gave when it 
won the franchise last year and will be 
followed up by further improvements to 
stations and existing rolling stock for 
the 150,000 passengers that SWT car- 
ries each day. 

Mr Cox said a “ thick black line” had 
been drawn under SWTs well-publicised 
problems. Although SWT believed the 
regulatory regime bad sufficient teeth, 
it would work with whatever extra 
demands Labour chose to impose on the 
privatised train operators. 


BAA to boost investment in property 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


BAA, the owner of Heathrow 
and Gatwick airports, is em- 
barking on a big expansion of its 
property business which could 
see investment In rented office 
space and other airline-related 
buildings quadruple to £400m 
over the next three years. 

.Another option being con- 
sidered by BAA to unlock val- 
ue for shareholders is a flotation 
of its fast-growing discount 
shopping centre operation, 
jointly owned with US factory 


mall specialist McArthur-Glen, 
which could take place as early 
as next year. 

Sir John Egan, BAA's chief 
executive, has backed the surge 
in property spending following 
the upturn in demand for office 
accommodation from airlines 
and the huge increase in rental 
charges in central London. 

Property has become in- 
creasingly important to BAA’s 
profits, already accounting for 
about 30 per cent of the group’s 
earnings of £397tn in the nine 
months to the end of Decem- 
ber, though only some 17 per 


cent of turnover. “This really is 
one of the areas of the business 
the City hasn't fully under- 
stood, but we are starting to 
change that," said Gordon Ed- 
ington, group property director. 

Though most of the new de- 
velopment will initially be con- 
centrated on Heathrow, the 
additional investment will also 
see a similar growth spurt in 
Stansted. One advantage is the 
low cost of land on tfae'periph- 
ery of airports compared with 
cdfy centre sites. 

The first step has been to 
commission a second phase of 


the BAA's World Business Cen- 
tre at Heathrow at a cost of 
£8m. Mr Edington yesterday 
confirmed that total property in- 
vestment would double to 
around £200m over the next 


count shopping mall concept in 
the UK. Clothing and other 
manufacturers use the space to 
sell selected stock, often from 
last year’s range, at sale prices. 

Three centres have been 


The Personal Investment - 
Authority, the financial regu- 
lator, yesterday gave its mem- 
bers up to 18 months! farther 
grace finally to resolve: the pen- 
sions mis-se fling scandal,- as it 
admitted that its long-i running 
review had been painfully slow- 
todate. 1 ••• 

The PLAs latest deadlines 
came as the Securities and In- 
vestments Board, the senior 
City regulator, backed calls for . 
victims of the scandal io be of- 
fered “guarantees" of compen- 
sation to speed up the process. 

Sir Andrew Large, chairman 
of the SIB, yesterday called on i. 
companies simply to concede 
that their clients had been 
mis-sold a pension without go-’, 
ing through further detailed 
calculations. • . •: 

He said: “Firms should con- • 
sider the advantages ofavoiding ■ 
unnecessarily detailed reviews of . 
every case and amply accept that 
many of their investors who opt- 
ed out of. or failed to join, their 
occupational pensiotRscheme- 
will have suffered loss.” His 
comments were welcomed by. 
Prudential and Pearl; which 
said tbey had been investigat- 
ing daimswito a similarattitude 
for some time. >■ Jjk 

Sir Andrew said SIB £ back- 
ing for long-term guarantees - • 
in lieu of paying immediate 
compensation to policyhold- 
ers - was not a soft option for 
companies concerned. : 

The Association of . British 
Insurers and Legal & General, 
which have been lobbying for 
the “guarantee” system,; said 
this would ensure far swifter 
redress. 


around LiWm over the next three centres have been The regulator admitted ves- 
tbree years, while Sir John is un- completed in Cheshire, Troyes today that out of 500,000 priority 
derstood to be interested in rais- in France and Swindon. Mr cases identified, barely 10 per 
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March and compensation of- • 
fered in just 20,000 instance& ■ . 

A leaked PIA report, in The 
Independent yesterday, showed 
several of the UK’s biggest . 
companies had far- worse 
records, barely paying any com- 
pensation at all in some 6as£s. .. 


Interflora tom by thorny question of who’s in charge 


Tom Stevenson 

Financial Editor 


The turmoil at Interflora threat- 
ened to turn to farce last night. 
Having voted in a board of rebel 
florists at an extraordinary meet- 
ing on Sunday, the association's 
short-lived flirtation with democ- 
racy was in jeopardy following 
the shelving of a promised postal 
ballot on the dramatic ejection 
of its previous management. 


The bunker mentality of the 
newly instated executives 
looked likely to be brief, how- 
ever. It emerged yesterday that 
friends of the ousted board 
were moving to raise the sup- 
port of enough loyalists to in- 
sist on a postal vote chat would 
almost certainly put them back 
in power. A resolution to that 
effect would require the signa- 
tures of only 10 per cent of the 
association’s 2,600 florists. 


At the heart of the row that 
has split the 74-year-old flower 
delivery association is an arcane 
wring rule that allowed its man- 
agement to be thrown out of of- 
fice at the weekend by a simple 
majority of votes at an extraor- 
dinary meeting packed with 
rebels. The board was narrow- 
ly shown the door by a minori- 
ty of members for attempting to 
push through controversial pro- 
posals to change membership 


subscriptions and convert the 
association into a pic. 

In a memo to its members 
issued last night. Interflora's 
new chairman Geoff Hughes 
adopted a defensive tone: “The 
six directors elected at Sunday's 
egm have been appointed for a 
period of 6 months. And I 
would like to make it clear that 
the appointments are legally 
valid and have not been chal- 
lenged in any way." 


He went on to say: “Legal im- 
plications concerning the pos- 
sibility of a postal vote are 
receiving our attention but 
there is no immediate urgency 
in this matter. We very much re- 
gret the unsettling effect that 
this is having on some of you." 

The upheavals at Interflora 
head office in Sleaford, left 
one of the association's best 
known names bemused yester- 
day. Ricbard Felton, whose 


grandfather was one of the 
original 16 florists who created 
Interflora in 1923, said from his 
Canary Wharf shop: “The one 
thing that's clear is that the ser- 
vice is heading for a rather large 
legal bill. On the evidence giv- 
en, the mid- to long-term ben- 
efits of the proposed changes 
looked attractive. What was 


Airbus ‘feces 
death warrant 


Michael Harrison 


The chairman of Aerospatiale, 
the French aerospace group, 
yesterday launched an aston- 
ishing attack on its British and 
German partners in Airbus, 


Aerospatiale plans to merge 
before its own privatisatio n iVf . . 

er this year, has been permitted 

to bid for Thomson in partner? 
ship with Alcatel Alsthom. ■ 
In an interview with' tire. 
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MAIN PRICE CHANGES 


OTHER INDICATORS 


the consortium's “death war- 
rant” by joining a bid for the 
French defence electronics 
giant Thomson-CSF. 

T ves Michot caused dismay 
in London and Bonn with his re- 
marks which contained a veiled 
threat that the restructuring of 
Airbus into a public company 
would not go ahead if the 
Thomson bid were successful. 

British Aerospace, which has 
a 20 per cent stake in Airbus, and 
Germany’s Daimler Benz Aero- 
space (Dasa), which has a 37.9 
per cent holding, have teamed 
up with Lagard&re, owner of the 
Matra missiles group, to bid for 
the French government's 58 per 
cent holding in Thomson. 

Aerospatiale. France's biggest 
aerospace group with interests 


LagardSre-BAe-Daimler con- 
sortiura was successful it would, 
weaken the French aerospace in- 
dustry and make h impossible to 
carry out the reorganisation of 
Airbus, which is due to’ convert 
to pic status in 1999. ■ 

He warned BAe and Dasa 
against any attempt to margin. 

alise Aerospatiale within the 
consortium, adding: ‘Ta-nfly: - 
against Aerospatiale would be 
to signal the death of Airbus.”: 
The Aerospatiale chairman 

said m that case it would be nee- ■ 

essaiy to think of a different so- 
lution for Airbus, based on a 
flmited partnership or making 
it one industrial operation. ° 
fa particular Dasa's decision 
to Link up with Lagardere had 
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Bank freedom points away from boom and bust 
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/'‘TLordon Brown’s dedson to give the Bank 
VJof England operational independence 
has acquired a anal! but hardened core of 
critics who claim it is all a terrible mistake 
to separate monetazy from fiscal policy. The 
same people wifl be saying “told you so" now 
that the Bank has imetprivocaijy indicated 
that future interest rate moves will depend 
on what*s in the Budget 

In fact, the Inflation Report’s expression 
of concern about the imbalance in the 
economy, and the corresponding need to tee 
tax rather than interest rate levers to correct 
it, is no more than most City economists and 
business organisations have been saying all 
year. The strength of the pound means there 
is a real dilemma in relyiag on monetary 
policy alone to slow down home demand. 

It would make a mockery of the move to 
independence if the Bank’s new Monetary 
Policy Committee were to refrain from 
giving its honest analysis of the economy for 
fear of trampling on the Chancellor's sen- 
sibilities. The whole point of the dedsion was 
to hand over, subject to proper account- 
ability and transparency, partial control of 
the economy to people who are not subject 
to day-to-day political pressures. One of the 
virtues of Mr Brown’s welcome step is pre- 
cisely that the Bank will police his own tax 
and spending choices. 

As it happens, the Inflation Report’s 
veiled judgement that a tough Budget will 
do the trick might easily result in the oppo- 
site reaction to the one desired. If Gordon 


Brown proved himself as virtuous on the 
fiscal as the monetary front, it might well 
Confirm financial mar kets in their love affair 
with the pound, and have the perverse 
effect of taking the exchange rate even 
higher. 

even so, freedom for the Bank of England 
has to mean freedom to say what it thinks 
about infla tion prospects in the broadest 
sense. Until all the institutional changes are 
in place, it is impossible to predict bow well 
its relationship with the Chancellor will 
work. We do not know yet who will be on 
the new Monetary Policy Committee, nor 
how the feeble Treasury Select Committee 
will be beefed up to hold it to account, nor 
precisely what inflation target the Govern- 
ment will set next month. Whatever the 
answers to these questions, both interest 
rates and taxes are more likely to be set from 
now on for the lasting benefit of the econ- 
omy than in our boom-bust past. 

How Arnault could 
get his own back 

B ernard Arnault of LVMH has been left 
out in the cold in Guinness's proposed 
merger with Grand Metropolitan; here's how 
he might get his own back. First, he has to 
reconcile himself to the fact that his own in- 
terests and those of other Guinness share- 
holders are not the same. His is a quite 
different agenda to that of other share- 


holders. For them, shareholder value is the 
Only game in town. Mr Arnault’s interest is 
a much longer-term and strategic one. 

He wants control of Guinness's United 
Distillers spirits business so that it can be 
more fully integrated with bis own drinks 
group, Moet Hennessy. The rest of Guinness 

- its large and profitable brewing interests 

- is for the birds as fer as Mr Arnault is con- 
cerned. Temperamentally, as well as cultur- 
ally and commercially, he is not interested 
in low-margin, high-volume beer. 

If the GrandMet merger goes ahead, he’ll 
have lost the war. His shareholding in Guin- 
ness will get diluted down to 7 per cent, hell 
get booted off the board, hell have lost the 
upper hand in the arrangements M5et already 
has with United Distillers, and with Guinness 
sitting there as a 33 per cent shareholder in 
Mdet, hell be in a bid-or-be-bid-for position 
with his own company. No wonder he’s so 
opposed to the merger with GrandMeL 

The problem is that the alternative he’s 
put forward, a three-way merger between 
Moet, United Distillers, and GrandMefs 
its division, IDV, is a mission impossible. 
“ ' it would never contemplate it, nor 
would this typically Gallic, grand industrial 
strategy, be likely to deliver the sort of short- 
term gain Anglo Saxon investors demand of 
such things. How then to bring his own inter- 
ests into fine with those of other Guinness 
shareholders? 

By himself he probably lacks the financial 
firepower directly to counter the GrandMet 


spirits divis 
GrandMet 


merger with a rival offer for Guinness. But 
it shouldn't be beyond the wit of clever 
investment bankers to design a breakup bid 
for Guinness that would defiver him what he 
wants while at the same time generating bet- 
ter value for others. A big premium would 
have to be paid, but as Mr Arnault recently 
showed with his purchase of Chateau 
d’Yqoem, this is a ipan prepared to take a 
very long-term view of these thing s With the 
GrandMet proposal likely to be marooned 
with the competition authorities for sax 
months or more, he is in with more than, a 
chance; there would be no simil ar competi- 
tion concerns raised by a merger of United 
and Moet. Too ambitious? Possibly, but Mr 
Arnault is a very ambitious man. 

Aerospatiale chief spies 
another ambush 


an ambush around every comer it is hard 
to beat Yves Michot, chairman of Aerospa- 
tiale, the mighty French aerospace group. Mr 
Michot has spotted British Aerospace and 
Daimler Benz linin g up their sights on 
Thomson CSF and fired off a round of chaff 
to confuse the enemy. 

Far from welcoming this fine attempt at 
constructing a pan-European defence group- 
ing, Mr Michot concludes bizarrely that 
unless the Brits and the Germans are 
stopped they wfll be si gning the “death war- 


rant for another example of European col- 
laboration, Airbus Industrie. 

.Has Mr Michot got his flight controls 
mixed up? Do Airbus A340s come secretly 
anned with 20 miUhnetre canons? In short, 
what on earth is the link between the bidding 
contest for Thomson CSE a man ufacturer of 
electronic warfare wizardry, and Airbus Indus- 
trie, a manufacturer of commercial jetliners? 
The answer is there isn't one except that 
Aerospatiale is involved in the latter (along 
with BAe and DASA) but it has been excluded 
from direct involvement in the former. 
Although MMicbotmaynot put in a bid, Das- 
sault, the company with which Aerospatiale 
will be merged when it too is privatised has 
been allowed to tender for Thomson. Hence 
Mr hfichot’s Airbus card, designed to disguise 
what is actually a calculated piece of jingoism 
designed to appeal to French chauvinism. 

Having said that, Mr Micbot’s bellicose com- 
ments serve a dual purpose, ^lich is to throw 
a spanner in the works as BAe and DASA as 
Airbus presses ahead with conversion to a pic 
and an eventual stock market listing Aerospa- 
tiale has always been the least enthusiastic sup- 
porter of the plan, seeing it as a ruse to dimin- 
ish French influence over Airbus. 

This is not the end of the story. BAe and 
DASA are vying with Aerospatiale for 
supremacy when the inevitable consolidation 
of Europe's aerospace and defence indus- 
try takes place. Just because Mr Michot is 
paranoid, it doesn't mean they are not out 
to get him. 
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Brussels set to clear BT merger 



: , group. 1 ne k tnougni uiten 

i asxBTto reinforce the transparency of pricing for rival oper- 
ators using its transatlantic phone cables and ask the two conv- 
pan ! es t o dives t MCI s audio-conferencing business in the UK. 
BT and MCI are still waiting for the US regulator, the FfederaJ 
Co mmun ications Commission, to pass judgement on the deal. 

Separably, British Tfelecom faced another dispute with the tele- 
phones watchdog. Oftel. yesterday over the prices other opera- 
torSrCbarge to run calls over its network Don Cruickshank, the 
regotatoiti published price controls which would cut these whole- 
sale charges by 10 per cent to 20 per cent from October and be- 
tween 6 and 12 per cent each year until 2001. 

< Oftel estimated the reduction in the autumn would hit BT’s rev- 
fftties by around £30m. Network charges, paid by other phone com- 
panies, account for about £lbn of BT’s £12bn annual operating 
costs. Mr Cruickshank insisted the price controls, to be confirmed 
in' July, -w^re no tougher than the existing regime. BT said if the 
controls were at the top of the range they could threaten invest- 
ment in the network. 

Shell pledges to stop flares in Nigeria 

Sheik the Anglo-Dutch oil giant, launched a pre-emptive defence 
of ^environmental and human rights record in Nigeria before to- 
day&anmial general meeting at which it is expected to face a bar- 
rage- of' criticism from shareholders. Brian Anderson, manag in g 
directorkrf Shell’s Nigerian operation, committed the company to 
eihnmatirig flares, the result of burning off surplus gas, by 2008. 

! Unadmitted production had bom hit by recent violence: “We’Ve 
had some pretty tricky moments over the past two or three weeks." 
It- emerged that some of Shell's installations in the Niger Delta 
had been invaded by protesters armed with machine guns. Shell's 
comments came as the world development movement yesterday 
backed; the shareholder resolution by Pirc, the pension fund ad- 
visory group, condemning Shell’s record in Nigeria. 

Pioorlcar sales pull down US retail figures 

- . ■ • - 1 

Retail-sales in the US fell in April, partly because of weaker de- 
mand forf'uew cars. Commerce Department figures yesterday 
showed That total retail sales declined by 0.3 per cent, the largest 
drop since June last year, after a revision to show flat sales in 
Alarch instead of a 0.1 per cent pick-up. Sales of new cars were 
Taesjen Q,9£er cent to a seasonally adjusted $51.9bn (£31.8bn) fol- 
Iowing'a/0.3 per cent decline in March. 

vNe wears account for about one-quarter of the total. But there 
were 'also ‘declines in furniture sales and sales of clothing, food 
and'gastHine. The figures come ahead of next Tuesday’s meet- 
ing of the Federal Open Market Committee. The Fed raised short- 
term' -Tiles by a quarter point in March, saying strong demand 
risked” triggering inflationary price and wage rises. 

Boardroom shuffle at Capital Radio 

t -!*;«« • . . 

Capital Radio announced several senior management cnanges 
in, th? snake of its deal to buy Virgin Radio last week- The mam 
board efrauges involve Richard Eyre, managin g director, becoming 
chief executive; David Mansfield, group commercial director, be- 
■ ■ . ■ j: n — .1 rViTnnc manatnntr flnrscinr 
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responsibilities for advertising revenue. The company has also 
recruited Russell Scott to the new role of chief executive or My 
Kfoda Tbwn, the restaurants group acquired by. Capital last year. 
HewtUvfreisee the expansion of the Radio Cafe into regions where 
the group awns radio stations. 

... Zeneca buys crop developer for £46m 

* t’i re? 

Jl{ ly successful pIam P fungicide spray, Amistar. The group s shares 
Hi i* 11 rose 28p to 1971p. 

Applied Distribution agrees £17m bid 

Ta«^ifr Britain, the transport group, made an agreed £16.8m 

■ years J expected to esceed an, specific 

absotate'figure”. - — * 
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RpH&Royce wins $i20m engine order 
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150 Partners 
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1300 Staff 


On May 1, as the country looked to its future , we 
were doing much the same. 

By merging the two leading law firms Cameron Maikby 
Hewitt and McKenna & Co into a new critical mass that 
instantly ranks as the 8th largest law firm in Europe. 

The new firm is named Cameron McKenna and the 
“fit" has already been reported as being exceptionally 
good for clients. 

From Day One Cameron McKenna is a major 
corporate and banking practice, and a leading City 
presence in property and litigation. 

It also offers in one firm a market leader expertise in 
many of the world’s most dynamic commercial sectors. 


Including energy, insurance, biotechnology, healthcare 
and construction. 

As well as major infrastructure projects, financial 
services regulation, and pensions. 

In short, as flying starts go this one can already be said 
to have taken off. 

Particularly for clients who prefer not to pay for 
learning curves. 

For more information please call Robert Derry-Evans, 
Managing Partner on 0171-367 3000. 



cameron mcKenna 


Not bad for a first day 
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Kodak improves Danka’s image 


D anka Business Systems is hard- 
ly a household name, even in 
the City, but that has not - 
stopped it mourning a whirlwind of ac- 
quisitions which have transformed a 
one-time oil and gas company into the 
wwtd's fourth-Iargest photocopier dis- 
tributor. In 10 years the company, led 
by executive chairman Mark Vaughan- 
Lee. has made around 140 purchases, 
culminating last year in the $68$m 
(£434m) purchase of Eastman Kodak's 
office imaging division. 

That deal was done at below net as- 
set value, but the effects of writing off 
around £450m in goodwill since 1987 
and the huge borrowings taken on with 
the Kodak deal have left a balance 
sheet looking like an inverted triangle. 
Some £5 24m of net borrowings now 
teeter on shareholders' funds which 
were a mere £7.4Im in March, down 
from £ll.9m the previous year. 

Mr Vaughan-Lee remains unworried 
by the gravity-defying structure of his 
balance sheet pointing to an interest 
cover of 4.5 times which is set to rise 
as the group pays down ■‘substantial” 
amounts of debt. Already, with the ac- 
quisition under its belt' foT only the 
fourth quarter to March, Danka has re- 
paid around £100m in borrowings 
from cash flow. It is set to receive an- 
other S8fira (£52m) as pan of a price 
adjustment with Kodak. 

Kodak has transformed the business. 
The first results to include the opera- 
tions yesterday were marred by the 
£45.bm cost of integrating acquisi- 
tions. Pre-tax profits slumped from 
£53.9m to £29m in the year to March, 
hit also by higher finance charges on 
the increased debt, with the interest b01 
soaring from £15.3m to £22m. 

But profits before exceptional 
ahead 23 per cent to £75.2m were well 
ahead of expectations and the deal has 
proved ea mings-en bancing on an un- 
derlying basis. More important is the 
potential. Having decided to fully in- 
tegrate the Kodak business. Danka 
reckons it can squeeze out annual cost 
savings totalling SlOOm by the end of 
the second full year of ownership. The 
target is to raise meagre operating mar- 
gins of 2.7 per cent at the time of the 
purchase to the 9 per cent average for 
the rest of the group over the next two 
to three years. 

The group has done it before with 
Infotec Europe, previously its largest 
acquisition, which has seen margins 
nearly quadruple to the group average 
in 18 months or so. But that was a much 
- smaller deal and Danka has suffered 
hiccoughs before: last year the shares 
suffered a 2S per cent one-day fall af- 
ter it warned dial reorganisation in the 
US would hit profits. 

That said. Kodak still looks a good 
deal, bringing on board stringent fi- 
nancial controls and much faster-sell- 
ing products. The growth rate for 
Kodak's high-volumc photocopiers at 
around 7 percent is several times that 
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for Danka's traditional products and 
its outsourcing business is in one of the 
most exciting areas of Lhe market. 

Profits of £11 1m for Danka this year 
would put the shares, up 20p at 567 jp, 
on a forward multiple of 17. Riir value. 


General Accident 
pauses for breath 



G eneral Accident's shares have 
had a stunning run in recent 
weeks as the increasingly 
carefree stock market has abandoned 
its traditional valuation measures for 
composite insurers. Historically, Gen- 
Acc. Commercial Union and Royal Sun 
Alliance have traded at a discount to 
net assets to reflect the inherent cycli- 
cality of their underwriting business, but 
the heady premiums they all attract now 
mean the shares have moved into un- 
charted territory. 

First-quarter figures from General 
Accident yesterday showing an oper- 
ating profit of £1 14m were well ahead 
of expectations and a marked improve- 
ment on last year's £55m profit. Star of 
the show was underwriting, where the 


1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 

world-wide loss was reduced by £50m in 
what is traditionally the worst quarter. 
Producing an underwriting profit of £6m 
in the home market was an impressive 
performance unlikely be matched by CU 
today or Royal when it reports soon. 

What appears to have happened at 
General Accident is a steady im- 
provement in its ability to interpret the 
wealth of statistical data that all insurers 
have at their fingertips, but which they 
have in the past failed to understand 
properly. As a result, the group is more 
selective about unprofitable business, 
thus bringing the quality of earnings 
from its general insurance arm closer 
to that of its long-term life business. 

In the latter division, the acquisition 
last year of Provident Mutual has been 
absorbed more effectively and quick- 
ly than any observers thought likely. 
With margins on the increase, profits 
moved usefully ahead from £22m to 
£32m in the period. 

That and a very strong balance sheet 
mean a forecast 10 per cent dividend 
rise this year looks achievable, putting 
the shares, even after their sharp rise, 
on a prospective yield of 5 per cent 

The income should provide some sup- 
port for the shares, but valuing Gener- 
al Accident and its peers with confidence 


set value yardstick has been left behind. 
On the basis of the 723p NAV an- 
nounced yesterday, the shares, which 
closed 5.5p lower at 957Jp, trade at a 
32 per cent premium. That compares 
with a Ukefy premium of about 25 per 
cent for CU, which arguably should en- 
joy a higher rating thanks to its bigger 
me business. After a strong run, the 
shares are now Hkely to pause for breath. 

BOC chief feces 
profitability test 

I s BOC about to shrug off its big, 
boring, yet accident-prone image? 
At least under Danny Rosenkranz, 
chief executive, the reputation for 
steady progress marred by unexpect- 
ed slip-ups is slowly being eradicated. 
The real test will be whether he can de- 
liver the step change in profitability 
over the next two years forecast by 
many analysis, but held back by BOCs 
heavy capital investment programme. 

Yesterday s modest drop in half-year- 
ly profits to £216m, from £217m a year 
ago, suggested the problem parts of the 
business have at long last nit bottom. 
Were it not for the strong pound, which 
knocked a total of £23m off the bot- 
tom line, with £45 m expected for the 
full year, earnings would have risen by 
more than 6 per cent. On a similar ba- 
sis, underlying gas profits, which rose 
just 1 per cent to £199m, would have 
increased by 9 per cent 
Unlike the damag e being sustained 
at British Steel and ICI, the kind of hit 
from sterling experienced by BOC is 
pretty limited and mostly due to the ef- 
fect of translating earnings from over- 
seas currencies into sterling, rather than 
a genuine impact in cash terms. The 
fear is that sterling could have a 
longer-term effect on the group by de- 
pressing demand from manufacturing 
industry for industrial gases. Thus far 
this has ban offset by growth overseas. 
Mr Rosenkranz said demand from his 
customers was flatfish, but did not see 
things getting any worse. 

News from the once fast-growing vac- 
uum pump operations was more en- 
couraging. Despite a 20 per cent fell in 
operating profits to £24.9m and a drop 
in export margins as a result of the ex- 
change rate, there are signs of a slow 
recovery. Which leaves healthcare, an- 
other exporting division hit by sterling, 

; where profits fell 8 percent to£26.1m. 
The big concern is the decision by the 
Food and Drug Administration, die US 
: drug regulator, to extend the patent on 
1 Zeneca's rival anaesthetic drug. This 
; was disappointing and has yet to make 
, its impact on the figures. 

A full-year profits forecast of £450m 
• leaves the shares, up9.5p at 984.5p, on 
■ a prospective p/e ratio of 16. Worth 
: hanging on. 


The bank that likes to 

say: Yes, ex-minister 


David Howell has become the first former 
senior Tory MP to get a Gty job since the 
election - as advisory director of SBC 


lyvwou ail h;t n i mil'll 


Affairs Committee las been camuer than his 
colleagues - he announced he would not be 
Standing for re-election bade in April and thus 


People & Business 


escaped being tainted by defeat, 

“rve been a member of SBC’s international 
board of advisers for 10 years,” says Mr 
Howell, who swaps his occasional brief for a 
full time job which will involve a huge amount 


experience as Minister for Energy (1979-81) 
and for Transport (1981-83) to seek out deals 
and mandates in emerging markets. 

“1 thought after 31 years in Parliament it 
was lime to move on. Before 1 announced [I 
was standing down] lgot this job and things 
moved together,’' he says. This puts Mr 
Howell in a far cosier position than the 
members of the Cabinet who fought to the 
end and are now getting a distinctly lukewarm 
response from City headhunters. 

He admits to some sympathy for “the 
saddest cases who didn't plan to move” from 
government Does he know if any former 
colleagues are having hick with their job 
searches? “I don't know - although I don’t 
want to seem to sound distant from colleagues 
who have found themselves outride Parlia- 
ment perhaps unplanned.” 

Simon Lewis, head of communications at 
Centrica, was pleased as punch on Monday 
night As President of the Institute for Public 
Relations he had the honour of presenting an 
achievement medal to George Stephan- 
opoulos. Bill Clinton's former director of 
communications who steered Clinton to his 
1992 election victory. 

Mr Lewis tells me of the incident: “It 
enabled him to utter those immortal words to 
me, 'Thank you, Mr President Now I can die 
a happy man." 

Impressively, Charles Anson, bead of PR at 
GrandMet, also managed to make it to the 
h ash, fresh from briefing the press on the 
proposed £20bn merger with Guinness. 

Is the new Government too paranoid about ‘ 
releasing information? City economists 
certainly think so. The teenage scribblers have 
been in the habit of ringing the Treasury press 
office for the clarification of policy details or 
interpretations of economic statistics. 

But some who telephoned last Tuesday to 
discuss the finer points of Gordon Brown’s 
announcement that he was making the Bank 
of England independent were redirected to 
the public enquiries department for the first 
time. The paper-shufflers there were not even 
aware that there had been an announcement. 
This particular episode of Whitehall bungling 
did not go down well in the Square Mile. 

David Kendall, the recently installed chairman 
of Wagon Industrial Holdings, has lured Nkk 
Brayshaw from Caradon to be its new chief 
executive. Mr Brayshaw will certainly have his 
work cut out Wagon issued a profits warning 
in March, and the auto-parts maker was in the 



Snapped up: David Howell has done better 
than colleagues who stayed on for defeat 

throes of a restructuring when former 
chairman Paul Taylor and chief executive John 
Hudson left the company. 

Mr Kendall says: “Wc will be saving a lot 
more about the restructuring with our 
preliminary figures in July. We aim to narrow 
the focus and become a more high-quality 
engineering group. I see Nick as the man to 
build a strong future for the group.” 

Mr Brayshaw, 41, is also a regular runner in 
the London Marathon. “With the weight of 
the job he’s facing that might have to go.” 
warns the chairman. 

James Noble, who in February unexpectedly 
quit his job as finance director of British 
Biotech leaving behind share option profits of 
£2. 8m, is to become a non-executive director 
at Oxford Giya) Sciences. 

This is the second non-exec position Mr 
Noble has picked up since February, the other 
bring Innovative Technologies Group. While 
many observers expected the former Kleiimon 
Benson corporate financier to go for another 
big job, be seems happier to collect non-ex^ 
jobs and tend his bank balance. 

And what a balance it is. Mr Noble and - 
other directors of British Biotech caused a 
rumpus two years ago when they exercised 
options after the shares had shot up on the 
back of early results for an anti-cancer drug. 
Mr Noble made £1.7m on that deal and 
exercised further options which netted him 
another £2 25m. 

A spokesman for Mr Noble says there was 
no falling out with the British Biotech 
management, rather that he lost a bit ot his 
interest in the group once it got the El 43m 
right issue away Iasi year. 
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Saudi Prince buys into Cordiant 


Cathy Newman 

Prince ai-Waleed bin Talal, the 
Saudi Arabian multi-billion- 
aire, yesterday added to his 
string of high profile invest- 
ments by taking a stake of 
slightly more than 3 per cent in 
Cordiant, the advertising and 
market in g group. 

The Prince - who only last 
month took a 1 per cent share 
of Planet Hollywood - bought 
13 3 million shares in Cordiant, 
which plans to demeige into two 
parts later this year. Cordianf s 
shares firmed 1.5p to 129.5p 
yesterday. 

The Gty appeared bemused 
by the move, -with one analyst 
viewing it as “a bit of a game" 
for the Prince, who is seen as an 
interested but passive investor 


in media companies. Another 
said he was “a shrewd guy” who 
could take a bigger stake in one 
of Cordiant's international 
agencies, Bates Worldwide or 
Saatchi & Saatchi, after the de- 
merger. However, an outright 
bid for any part of the company 
is seen as highly unlikely. 

A spokesman for. Cordiant 
pointed to the Prince's business 
links with the company, de- 
scribing him as “a v-ahied client” 
of Saaicbi & Saatchi in the Mid- 
dle East He added that the 
Prince was supportive of the de- 
merger and of management 
plans for Lhe company. “The 
Prince is a renowned investor. 
Welcome aboard,” he said. 

Prince al-Waleed , who is es- 
timated to be worth around 
S12bn (£7-5bn), has a diverse 


portfolio of business interests. 
He has stakes in Canary Wharf, 
London, the Apple Computer 
group, Citicorp, Euro Disney, 
Saks Fifth Avenue, George V 
in Paris, Mediaset and the Four 
Seasons. He also has a joint ven- 
ture with Michael Jackson in 
Kingdom Entertainment, a 
global entertainment company 
launched last year. 

Derek Temngton, media an- 
alyst at Teathei & Greenwood, 
said the market had not been 
over-excited by the Prince's in- 
vestment: “The market isn’t 
betting on anything momentous. 
It’s possible the process of de- 
merging needs some kind of 
backing." 

When Cordiant announced 
its demerger last month, the 
City was sceptical, viewing the 


plans as an admission that the 
holding company had ceased to 
add value. The' company had 
fallen from favour since a share- 
holder revolt led to the depar- 
ture of the founding Saat&j 
brothers. Maurice and Cbarlta, 
two years ago. Cordiant has 
struggled to overcome the client 
losses that followed in the wake 
of the brothers' defection. 

There has been widespread 
expectation that Bates and 
Saatchi would be subject to 
bid speculation, but it is likely 
any bids would need agreement 
from the agencies' clients. 

Following the demerger - 
which is likely to take effect in 
December - Bates and Saatchi 
will have a 50 per cent stake in 
the media buying company. 
Zenith Media. 


Profits rise 71% at 
Westbury Homes 


Magnus grimond 

Westbury Homes, the Chel- 
tenham-based housebuilder, 
added to signs of a reviving 
housing market with news of an 
underlying 71 per cent rise in 
profits for last year and a strong 
start to the current period. 

The company's shares added 
lip to 264.5p after Geoffrey 
MaddreU, chairman, said: “The 
new year has ... begun well in 
an improved market place. Our 
aim is to increase profitability 
through a focus on improved 
operating efficiencies rather 
than higher volumes.” 

Analysts welcomed the 
group's concentration on fi- 
nancial goals rather than just 
growth for its own sake. Robin 
Harcfy at die company’s brokers. 


Panmure Gordon, described 
the results as excellent 

He said the company was now 

focused on the right measures, 
such as conserving capital and 
higher returns, rather than just 
the size of the land bank and 
plot volumes. He has rased his 
forecast for the current year 
from £25 .7m to £272bn. 

That forecast compares with 
pre-tax profits of £22om for the 
period to Febrnaiy reported yes- 
terday, up from £1 L5m in 1996, 
a figure depressed by a £1.7m 
restructuring charge for the ac- 
quisition of Clarke Homes. 

The figures were boosted by 
the first full year’s inclusion of 
Clarke, formerly the house- 
buDding arm of the BICC cables 
group, acquired for £60.7m at 
the end of 1995. 


Cortecs in bridle 
bone advance 
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Sameena Ahmad 

Cortecs International yesterday 
took a step closer to launching 
the world's first pill for brittle 
bone disease. Shares in the 
drug delivery and diagnostics 
group jumped 10 per cent to 
268 Jp after it announced pos- 
itive results from an eagerly 
awaited study on its osteo- 
porosis treatment, Macritonin, 

Cortecs plans to use the three- 
month data, part of an ongoing 
two-year trial to register the drag 
for approval in Europe. Analysts 
expect a launch in Europe by the 
year-end. Trials in the US are 
about two years behind. 

The best existing treatments 
for brittle bone disease are in- 
jected or nasal forms of calci- 
tonin. However, no one has yet 
been able to make a more user- 
friendly pill version to treat the 
Alness, which affects around 2(M 
million people worldwide. 

Glen Travers, chairman, said 
that that an effective calcitonin 
pin could decimate rivals’ share 
of the nasal and injectibie mar- 
ket, worth some $300m 
(£493m) a year world-wide and 
growing fasL “This is a very im- 
portant day for us", he said. 

Mr Havers said the result val- 
idated the effectiveness of 
Cbrtecs' oral drug delivery sys- 
tem, which enables large mol- 
ecules to be taken into the 


sLomach without being 
slroyed. The group is also using' 
it to develop an insulin pill. 

The brittle bone data, taken 
from 212 post -menopausal 
women, showed that patients tak- 
ing Macrilo run had dramatically 
lower levels of a chemical asso- 
ciated with bone breakdown in 
their urine compared to those on 
a dummy pill. 

Crucially, the study also 
showed that Macritonin was 
equally as good as the current 
nasal spray. Cortecs’ filing in Eu- 
rope depends on it proving lhe 
drug is “equivalent* to odstinu 
treatments. 

Analysts welcomed the data, 
but were concerned that a quar- 
ter of the patient sample were 
discarded due to “exceptional 
responses”. Nomura analyst 
Nick Woolf said: “It's news 
that eveiyone wanted to hear. 
But things look tight. Cortecs 
need 30 patients per group u, 
register for approval and l ho 
have 24. This is also just three 
months' data”. 

He added that the emusc 
would need a marketing* pari 1 * 
nerto hit his share price tarsci 
of 400p. Obvious candidates arc 
Swiss drug giant Novartis, which 
makes nasal calcitonin, and 
French group RPR, 

^kesman for Novartis 
said: “Cortecs' study is obvj ( 
something wc are aware of." ' 
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Abbey National soars to a peak as bid talk swirls 
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Abbey National soared 3&5p. 
to a 957.5p peak as stories 
swirled that the former bidd- 
ing society would soon be hit 
by a takeover assault 

There was heavy late trad- 
ing, with one market-maker 
paying 968p for 10,000 shares, 
as the stock market latched on 
to stories of a strike from the 
HSBC banking giant or from 
BAT Industries at 1,25 Op a 
share. 

The shares were strong 
throughout the session but 
seemed to lose some of their 
enthusiasm as the market 
started to wind down. Then, 
in the final flurry, the price 
shot ahead from 935p. 

Abbey has been a major 
beneficiary of the stampede 

into ftnanrfal Aan»t. In recent 

months it has climbed from 
700p. 

Although regarded these 
days as a bank it is, in con- 
ventional trading terms, still 

i budding 


very much a 


ig society 


operation and would, make a 
sung . fit with a group like 
HSBC, owner ox Midland 
Bank. 

But even HSBC might balk 
at the cost; Abbey’s capitali- 
sation is already £13-5bn and 
at 1,25 Op would command 
£17»6bu. 

Footsie ended 2L4 higher at 
4,691 points, another peak. 
Fbr much of the session it was 
for the first time riding above 
4,700 - touching 4,720.3. 

The Bank of England's 
forecast of higher interest 
rates in the nest few months 
and then New York's early in- 
ability to build on its overnight 

record run rubbed the shine 
from the proceedings. 

Even so it was a busy session 
with buyers keeping their 
noses in front. 

The giant Grand Metro- 
paUtan/Gtunness merger con- 
tinued to reverberate around 
the market with a host of ma- 
jor companies singled out for 



MARKET REPORT 

DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


attention. Allied Daroeafe with 
results a little ahead of ex- 
pectations, bubbled 17p higher 
to 463J5p as the feeling grew 
that it would be forced to Gnk 
with another group. 

Cadbury Schweppes and 
Reckitt & Colman were oth- 
ers in the grip of the brand 
merger mania. 

But GrandMet fell I8p to 
584J5p and Guinness 16p to 
575.5p. 

Drugs were on a high. At 

One liwii*. SmiHiKlinP Rtwlrani 

was up 64p, settling 22p 
stronger at i,064p. Takeover 
talk, a couple of investment 
presentations with more to 
come and a shortage of stock 
created the excitement. 


Cortecs International's 
“positive results* 1 from osteo- 
porosis drug trials lifted the 
shares 25p to 26&5p; the Chi- 
rosdence study of a new 
asthma treatment lowered the 
shares 15p to 316p. Celltech, 
expected to produce a 
favourable report this month 
for its septic shock treatment, 
slipped 275p to 622-Sp. 

Abbey was not the only fi- 
nancial to draw strength. Roy- 
al Bank of Scotland, getting 
closer to Scottish Widows, 
gained 25-5p to 649-5p and 
Mercury Asset Management 
rose 40p to l,446Ap. Some of 
the recent high-flying finan- 
cials lost some of their appeaL 

Oils had a strong session as 


the crude price finned; Cairn 
Energy also gushed on talk 
that its Bangladesh venture 
with Shell had been upgraded 
and an analysts’ visit was get- 
ting under way. Affiance Re- 
sources, which returned to 
market at 60p against an 80p 
suspension price two weeks 
ago, continued to weaken, 
falling 3.5p to 31J>p. Bnla 
Resources lost 0.25p to 1.75p. 

Utilities were generally 
higher with Thames Water 
9. 5p up at 688 .5 p. 

BTR, still unsettled by last 
week's profit warning, was 
heavily traded, faffing a further 
5.5p to 213.5p. Sears, with 
Merrill Lynch said to be div- 
idend shopping for 25 million, 
edged ahead lop to 78p and 
De La Rue, the security 
printer, lost 7p to 527-5p, with 
Merrill said to be trying to 
place 10 million at 510p. 

Onislie’s International, the 
auctioneer where Bahamas- 
based entrepreneurial investor 


Joseph Lewis is a persistent 
buyer, put on I9p to 322j5p 
and Cordiant welcomed the 
arrival of Prince Alwaleed 
with a lApgain to 129J5p. The 
Saudi Prince, with a string of 
high-profile investments, has 
3 per cent of the advertising 
agency. 

APV, the engineer, finned 
to 109p as bidder Siebe built 
its interest to 9.7 per cent. 
Siebe rose 16p to 987 p. 

Hammerson, rumoured to 
be planning a strike at MEPC. 
fell 9-5p to 456.5p as BZW 
placed 16 milh'on shares. 

Estate agent John D Wood 
rose 5.5p to 12Gp; a takeover 
approach was revealed alter 
the market closed. Arion 
Properties, where reverse 
takeover talks are in progress, 
gained Sp to 27-Sp. 

DCS, thi 
feU 

ecutive 

325,000 shares at 315p. He 
now has 4.4 per cent. 



Taking Stock 


O Capital Radio has cap- 
tured Russell Scott to ran its 
My Kinda Town restaurant 
chain. He joins from Harry 
Ramsden’s, the fish and chip 
restaurants group. Since 
Capital’s surprise swoop on 
My Kinda Town the market 
has been concerned about its 
restaurant management 
structure. Capital shares, in 
busy trading, put on 8p to 
53&5p. Earlier this month 
the radio group acquired Vir- 
gin Radio for £65m in shares. 
It paid £57m for My Kinda 
Town. 

□ Dealings are due to start 
today in the latest offering 
from Crawley, Sussex, stock- 
broker Ellis & Partners. It is 
Versatile, a glass and glazing 
group which offers a system 
for coloured decorated flat 
glass through water slide 
transfers. Ellis placed 36j6 
million shares, 25 per emit of 
the enlarged capital, at 3p- 
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Hingis saddled 
with a new test 


Winning tennis lilies and es- 
tablishing records is child’s play 
for Martina Hingis, the 
youngest -ever world No 1, who 
usually devotes much of her 
spare time 10 horse riding, 
rolkrhlading, swimming, fit- 
ness basing and skiing. Nursing 
an injury is nobody's idea of fun, 
and inactivity has proved a ma- 
jor challenge. 

The 16-vear-old Swiss prodi- 
gy's boredom has been allevi- 
ated to a certain extent now that 
she is allowed back on a court 
after undergoing arthroscopic 
surgery to repair a tom ligament 
in her left knee. The damage 
was caused by a fall from a horse 
on 21 April. 

So far. Hingis's practice ses- 
sions have amounted to little 
more than hitting balls fed to 
her by her mother, Melanie 
Molitor. who is also her coach. 
The gentle exercise is important 
none the less, enabling Hingis, 
who has never been injured be- 
fore. to stay in touch with the 
game. 

According to her mother, 
the Australian Open champion 
will be able to engage in seri- 
ous practice next Monday, leav- 
ing her with only a week to 
prepare for the next Grand 
Slam tournament the French 
Open, which starts on 26 May. 
Wimbledon follows one month 
later. 

The timescale of Hingis's re- 
habilitation is subject to the ap- 
proval of Dr Christian Schenk; 
a specialist in sports injuries, 
whose clinic in Sdmmz, Austria, 
is a 45-minute drive from the 
player’s home in Ihibbach, 
Switzerland. Hingis travels 
each day for three hours' treat- 
ment. 

Although Hingis has a horse 
of her own, Montana, in Thib- 
bach, the one from which she 
took a tumble belongs to a 
friend. It was the first time 
Hingis had ridden the horse, 
and her concentration may have 
been impaired by tiredness af- 
ter tennis practice in the after- 
noon following a long walk in 
the morning. 

Her reaction was to pick 


John Roberts talks to the youngest 
women's tennis No 1 in history about 
her recent injury and the possibility of 
playing doubles with her great namesake 

herself up and smile, just as she called into question - “being 
did after foiling off a horse careful is one thing, but you 
rated Magic Girl in Mel- can't wrap yourself in cotton 
bourne during the Australian wool." 

Open mJanuaiy. The difference However, while Henman 
this time was that Hingis was confines bis sporting versatili- 
hurt. ty to rounds of golf with fellow 

Older tennis followers will re- tennis pros and friends and 
call Maureen Connolly, the keeping goal for the Lawn "Ifcn- 
briBiant American whose career nis Association's football team, 
was ended by a riding accident Hingis has taken her involve- 
soon after her third Wimbledon ment a stage further by corn- 
success in 1954, aged 20. “Lit- peting in a show jumping 
tie Mo" received a severe leg in- tournament, 
jury when her horse. Colonel The event was held in 
Merryboy - a gift from a group March in Roznov, her mother’s 
in her home city, San Diego, af- birthplace in the Czech Re- 

public, soon after Hingis had 

... , inspired Switzerland to a Fed 

/ Will gO horse Cup victory in Kosice, Slova- 

, ° , kia, where she was bom. Rid- 

ndmg again but in? Sorrento, her other horse, 
., 0 ° Hingis finished fifth out of 15 

Im not as good on her debut. She would have 

*7 been placed higher but for ne- 

as I thought . I glectmg to jump one of the 
. 0 fences. 

have to be more . *1 went the wrong way," 

_ Hingis said. “The horse didn't 

CdrefUl make a mistake. That was my 

mistake. J was just so nervous 
out there making my first show 
jumping tournament The horse 
was perfect I was very surprised 
about her, how she went 
through with me without any 
mistakes .' 1 

Overall, the experience was 
“fun". Whether it is likely be re- 
peated in view of last week's 
mishap remains to be seen. “I 
will go horseback riding again, 
but probably I'm not as good as 
1 thought," she says. “I have to 
be more careful.” 

Sorrenta’s original name was 
SyMa. Hingis decided to change 
it. “Sylvia’s like a usual gill’s 
name, not a horse’s name, I 
think ,' 7 she explains. *T was 
looking through the Yellow 
Pages and there was a restau- 
rant, Sorrento. I also know the 
dty, Sorrento, in Italy, and I just 
made it feminine. Sorrento,” 


ter her initial Wimbledon tri- 
umph in 1952-was struck by a 
truck. 

“My right leg was slashed to 
the bone,” Connolly recounted 
in her autobiography. “All the 
calf muscles were severed and 
the fibula broken. Eventually, I 
got on court again but 1 was 
aware that I could never play 
tournament tennis." 

Hing is and her mother iodine 
towards the philosophy of liv- 
ing for the moment, Melanie ac- 
knowledging that exposure to a 
range of sporting activities is 
fundamental to her daughter’s 
happiness and success. 

Martina subscribes to the 
view expressed by Tim Hen- 
man, Britain's No 1, whose 
participation in pursuits such as 
golf and football has been 



Martina Hingis, indulging two of her great passions outside the world of tennis 


Photographs: Reuter/Alt&pqrt 


Double Martina on the rocks 

The young Hingis was named and last July Hingis became the “It’s such a thrill because it’s va have soured since their part- Novotna were de< 
Martina after Martina Navrati- youngest-ever AD England Club her, you know. She was such a nership was dissolved at the end Torn 1 Doubles leai 


lova. Recently, the great former 
champion suggested it might 
be appropriate for the pair to 
team up 10 play doubles at 
Wimbledon and (he three oth- 
er Grand Slam tournaments in 
Australia, France and the Unit- 
ed States, writes John Roberts. 

It was a tempting idea, 
notwithstanding that Navratilo- 
va, 40, is a year older than 
Hingis's mother, Navratilova 
is one title short of Billie Jean 
King's Wimbledon record of 20 
(singles, doubles and mixed). 


and last July Hingis became the 
youngest-ever AD England Club 
champion (15 years and 2 82 
days) after winning the doubles 
with Helena Sukova. 

Hingis reluctantly declined. 
“Martina asked me last year at 
the US Open - not actually me, 
but through the agents - and I 
said it would be hard just to play 
the Grand Slams. I have to find 
some practice. You can't just 
play the big tournaments. You 
would get too nervous unless 
you started playing with that 
person a little bit more, even 
though she’s a great player. 


“It’s such a thrill because it’s 
her, you know. She was such a 
big hero for tennis, and she was 
a big idol and a big athlete, and 
she won Wimbledon so many 
times. It was a very hard deci- 
sion for me, but I don’t just want 
to play Lhose four tournaments. 

“All the press would be like, 
‘Oh, Martina/Martina, what re- 
ally happened?'. For me, it’s like 
she’s a different generation 
than I am. She’s a player who 
was great, especially at Wim- 
bledon. But it’s gone, and some- 
thing new has to come in." 

Hingis's relations wiLh Suko- 


va have soured since their part- 
nership was dissolved at the end 
of last year. Sukova had heard 
that Hin gis was pl annin g to CUt 
down on doubles play to keep 
herself fresh for singles, besides 
which her mother and coach. 
Melanie Molitor, was not entirely 
convinced that Sukova still had 
the game and the stamina to 
complement her daughter’s play. 

Stand by for Hingis and 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario, a 
partnership formed in unusual 
circumstances. Hingis was on 
stage to open the envelope 
when Sanchez Vicario and Jana 


Novotna were declared WTA 
Tour Doubles Team of the Year 
for 1996 at last month’s awards 
gala in Miami. : 

There was no sign df. Novot- 
na as Sanchez Vkario stepped Up 
to receive the trophy. T'm alobjfc,. 
- not for the first time," tHS^ 
Spaniard said. “Why don’t you 
play with me?" Hingis ventured. 
There was laughter at the time, 
but the suggestion was genuine. 

“I want Arantxa to be my 
partner because I think she's the 
best doubles playefin'Tfie 
world,” Hingis says. “And she 
speaks German." ’ ‘ 
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bday we publish the latest results from scored in all matches played from Satur- Sunday 17 August - Sunday 4 May. 
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MR PETER FRAN RENTAL 


MR PAUL MATTHEWS 


MR SIMON LIU 


MRBEN KENDALL 


MR SEAN BROS NAN 


MR ASH LEV BRETTLE 


MR BEN ANDREWS 


MR KEITH HORRY 


MR G. WHITE 


MR ADAM DEACON 


MR SCOTT MCINERNEY 


MR PETER FRAN RENTAL 


MR RICK YAP 


MR WILLIAM BARR 


MR F] GREAVES 


MR GARFIELD MACALEM 


MR KARUN DH1R 


MR LAN GROUT 


MR PETER FRANKENTAL 


MR ANDREW BOLTON 


MR D R MILLS 


EEZZZSEEZ5 


MR TERRY JONES 


MR O J JOHNSON 


MR ADAM HOGG 


MRJMCCROSSEN 


MR JOHN COX 




MR MARK HAYDEN 


MR TONY AK1NDALE 


MR MARTIN GASTON 


MR TERENCE FEAMLEY 


MR PAUL HOOKER 


MR ANDY LANE 


MR STEVE BAZNOT 


MR JOHN WANBNG 


MR DAVID MAHER 


MR GERMAN 


MR MARK MIDDLETON 


MR KB MALCOLM 


MR GARETH HARDY 


MR PAUL BROWN 


MRS! PERRY 


MRS DRAPER 


MR PETER SHERLOCK 


MR BILL COOPER 


MR ROBERT PRINGLE 


MR ANDY HOWARTH 


MR BARRY MORGAN 


MRPAUI HARRIS * 


MR NEIL ENTHWHISTLE 


JOSE MARTI 


THE DOORMATS 


DBF 


TURKEY’S TRIGGERS 


Tbday we publish the latest results from 

The Independent Fantasy Football game, — 

supported by Philips Energy Saver Light- These results will be re-published in this . " - 

bulbs. Also published today is the top 50 league Sunday’s Independent on Sunday. The!; . 

table. It lists the overall top scoring In- final league table will be published on 
The final team market and scores table is depedent Fantasy Football managers and Wednesday 21 May and again in the In: 
published below: The week 39 (Wk39) tbeir teams for matches played between dependent on Sunday on 25 May. This'll ■. 
column lists all points scored in the final will feature the name of the overall win* 7 ; 

week of the Premiership season (Monday 4 points for a goal ■ 4 points for a gocdkeeperidefender tier. They will win a trip to the 199S •. ■ 

5 May - Sunday 11 May). Column A lists clean sheet . 3pobds f ora successful assist ■ 1 poim World Cup in France. The winner plus;: 7 
all points scored before the transfer peri- when a player is selected and plays ■ 1 point for a companion will will see all the action of a 

od, column B lists all points scored after winning goal e 3 points for a manager win. / point quarter final and semi fi n al of their , 

the transfer period The Overall column for a draw n Lose 1 point for a yellow card ■ Lose 3 choice plus the final. 

(Ov) lists the total amount of points points for a red card Terms and conditions as previously published. !_ 


scored in all matches played from Satur- 
day 17 August - Sunday 11 May. 

Also published today is the top 50 league 
table. It lists the overall top scoring In- 
depedent Fantasy Football managers and 
tbeir teams for matches played between 

4 points for a goal ■ 4 points for a goalkeeptiidefender 
clean sheet ■ 3 points fora successfiil assist ■ 1 point 
when a player is selected and plays ■ 1 point for a 
winning goal ■ 3 points for a manager win. 1 point 
for a draw ■ Lose 1 point for a yellow card ■ Lose 3 
points for a red card 


RELEGATION 12 


BOOZER’S BATTLERS 


ORGANIC MANURE F.C 


WHITEOTY 


ADAM'S ACES 


T -m m B- Before transfer pertod 

e am Market and Score ^ i 

OVERALL SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 17 AUGUST - i I MAY; WEEK 39 SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 5 MAY - i I MAY S-"- 


CODE PLAYER 


HAM I POINTS 1 VALUE 

W» 8 A Ov iisl 


17 

MRA SWANNEY 

DOG'S BRICK 

919 

17 

MRS J GODWIN 

NOKVOOD 

919 
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Verse perfect in Oaks rehearsal D 'P can start a plunge 

■ RICHARD EDMONDSON It was not easy to find a beast 


whs 


Rapi ng 

gbegwood 

>rep<*ts from York 

■h-gas-an afternoon for con- 
<* the unusual on 

w5 J3V f S ? ire and 

-jo^sunply because Reams Of 

aw ay Ui win the 
; Jtadora Stakes by all of 11 

■ a margin without piece- 

t ace s 37 -year his- 
jtoty.No, the most extraor dinar y 
: -moment came afterwards, when 
, a gjeaes which most punters 
oadJcmg believed to be extinct 

■ put ra a brief, unexpected ap- 
pearance. Racegoers may one 
■day - tell their grandchildren 
ttel they were there on the day 
.when a major bookmaker 
- showed a little courage. 

it was not, admittedly, quite 
' up to the standard of Horatius 


on the bridge, but it is still worth 

noting that while their main 
competitors offered no better 
than evens about Reams Of 
Verse for next month’s Oaks af- 
ter her crushing success, Lad- 
brokes quoted 7-4, and laid it 
for the remainder of the day- 
lb the average backer with a 
spare £10 note, this might not 
seem significant, but in terms of 


the odds, it is little different 
from offering 8-1 when every- 
one else is showing 3-1. Lad- 
brokes took the best part of 
£100,000 before closing the 
price to 5-4, and in the rush to 
get on, few punters stopped to 
ask themselves why a firm which 
has spent (facades accumulating 
money should suddenly seem so 
keen to give it away. 

In fact, there are at least two 
reasons why Henry Cedi’s filly. 


-his sixth winner of the Musado- 
ra in 11 years, might faO to re- 
produce yesterday’s awesome 
form at Epsom on 6 June. Pedi- 
gree experts are suspicious of 
her sire, the miler Nureyev, 
and question whether she will 
stay the extra two fudongs of the 

. RICHARD EDMONDSON 
- NAP: Benny The Dip 
(York 340) 

NB: Prince Babar 
(York 3.40) 

Classic, while those with an eye 
for conformation point out that 
Reams Of Verse is heavy about 

the shoulders, and might not en- 
joy the ups and downs in Sur- 
rey, particularly on firm ground. 

Cedi, of course, will have 
none of it- “On pedigree she’s 
not certain to get a mOe and a 


half,” the trainer said, “but 
she’s very relaxed and there’s 
every chance she will. She was 
coughing before the Guineas [in 
which she was sixth to her sta- 
ble-mate Sleepytimel, and that 
run has really brought her on.” 

Keren RtUon, Cecil’s stable 
jockey, was on the winner in the 
Newmarket Classic, but there is 
no doubt which saddle he will 
occupy on Oaks day. “I gave her 
a blow-out up Whrrea Hill yes- 
terday,” FaDon said, “and it was 
the most exdted I've been all 
year. It was a fantastic feeling, 
even more exciting than winning 
the Guineas. She settles so well 
and she’s really well-balanced, 
and I can’t see why she 
shouldn't be an Oaks winner.” 

The Musidora was, in theo- 
ry, the only Classic trial on the 
card, but there was also talk of 
Epsom after the handicap won 


easily by The Fly. Barry Hills’s 
colt b still among the Derby dor 
tries, and though he was not’ 
even at the head of the weights 
yesterday, his trainer is tempt- 
ed to let him lake his chance. 

Michael Hills, TheRy’s jock- 
ey, was riding his 1,000th win- 
ner in Britain, but there was less 
to celebrate in another comer 
of the weighing room. Rpyston 
Ffrench, one of the best ap- 
prentice^ was left to ponder on 
a four-day ban for his ride on 
Zaralaska in the opener, which 
the stewards considered to be 
an example of “schooling in 
public”. Luca Cmnani, Zar- 
alask a’s trainer, also took the 
blame, and was fined £700. 
Zaralaska, though, will be 
pleased with the outcome. He 
too will have an unexpected hol- 
iday - the stewards banned 
him from racing for 30 days. 


Such is Entrepreneur’s hold 
on the Derby market that the 
only threat to Michael Stoute’s 
colt at Epsom seems to be the 
possibility of IBM’s technicians 
developing legs for Deep Blue. 

The Predominate Stakes' at 
Goodwood next week has be- 
come a hollow trial and if a chal- 
lenge is to emerge to the 2,000 
Guineas winner it will have to 
come today, on the Knavesmire! 

The Dante Stakes at least of- 
fers succour for those who look 
for winners not in the form book 
but in historical tomes. Last year 
Gkny Of Dancer and Dusbyan- 
tor, who were first and second, 
went on to be fourth and second 
respectively at Epsom. In addi- 
tion, Erhaab, Reference Point 
and Shahrastani have all gone 
on from the Dante to win the 
Blue Riband in recent times. 


It was not easy to find a beast 
that might Mow in their hoof- 
prints yesterday, as the dis- 
claimers whistled around. 
Usually, the winner of a Racing 
Post Tiophy selected for winter 
toning in Dubai would be a 
strong fancy, but it transpires 
that Medaaly returned from 
Doncaster as if a crowbar had 
been taken to his leg, “The trip 
will suit him, as will the ground, 
and he’s been working nicely,” 
Simon Crisford, the Godolphin 
racing manager, said. “But he 
missed a lot of time after the 
Racing Post Hop hy with a chip 
in his knee. We've been behind 
schedule since and so he's 
bound to improve for the run." 

Yorkshire will be a popular 
coincidence choke, but then 
Surrey Dancer did not win the 
Derby. “He’D improve fitness- 
and experience -wise because 
he's not had a trouble-free 
preparation,” his jockey, Rich- 


ard Quinn, said. "Ibis is die clos- 
est we've got him to fitness.” 

Maktoum A1 Maktoum has 
two entries but not double the 
chance, according to his racing 
manager. “Musalsal is very 
promising, but he’s out erf a fast 
mare and it’s a question of 
whether he’ll get the trip,” Joe 
Mercer said. “Benny He Dip is 
the one we’ve got to beat because 
he’s beaten Desert Story twice.” 

Benny too has had prob- 
lems. “After San down he had a 
cough and some mucus, so it 
hasn’t been plain sailing," John 
Gosden, his trainer, said. “But 
he’s back workin g nicely now.” 

BENNY THE DIP (nap 3.10) 
looked as if he had emerged 
from hibernation but turned in 
a persuasive performance at Es- 
her, where he blew longer than 
the wolf trying to knock down 
the little piggies’ houses. Spec- 
ulation in the markets suggests 
he is now back dose to his best 


s sets 

IIP 




. HYPERION 

o^?Sl!? m ^ COrt4ay (nb > 140 WINTER ROMANCE (nap) 
tSS sho ^. Court 440 Bodyguard 

340 Musal sal 4.40 Midvan Blue 

; GOING: Good. 

“*** round monte - Inside. DRAW ADVANTAGE: Rone, 
m , « Sf d i <Hlrac - ^ * nd draJ Tor Ura powerful galloper. 

m AJKUJ - Yorl1 ***>" lm. ADUlSRTON: County Sland £22 

£, “ ; Slfv<:r ^"8 55 £2.50); Counre Endoare 

■I PAmw r vd . ““ *‘" rtua U-es. CAR PARK: £2, remainder free. 

KUNNEBS: M Stoaw - S3 wtnnera from 1 1-1 nmners 
and e P™® 1 state GtSXiAr. J Gooden — IS 
SrS? M 2n '?! ,-SllU8: K Hannon — lFrirtmera, IJB1 niraass, l0.8ta,-Sfl&B7; 

wmnerijBG run nee*, M.Wv. 

MXEADINC JOCKEYS: L Dettori — -10 winners, 164 rides, 24.4%, +565.40; Pat Ed- 
T' 141 rides, 14.2%, 

WivrvMrn nwrmJa 1:1 "rtnncw. rick-3, 14.6%. +S8iW 

Mjramusn nssr time.- Hom 

LAST ^ BVEN DA,S: B W»l»Comt (0.35) mi at Chester on Wednos- 
MUrion ILUtf) won u Chester on n,.m*l W . 

Roosl * r H-4D) 288m by A Nrareombc from 

Htu*>faBw.lxw*i;Bnarian Marie |:L40)««:I?6ni by Mt»G Ktfli!tt^ftmWhteombe.Dot»el. 

2j 0S f grosvenor casinos middleton stakes (Tfssq 

1-1 (listed) (CLASS A) £18000 lm2fS5yds£llj09S 

MJMGS 

\ W Motomiffll) I. Currart 4 8 U LDMtarfll06 

2 5441*. BAIL GOWN {249] (Dl (C V Lxies)DTtam789 DHoM2203 

3 3254-2 CHABUH TE COHPflY {14) tA E OpperTianw) fi Wag 4 89 .JfHbSlZS 

f ^^WTOtBH OlUSA) |30g(D)|C»nitfixB»an2)DC<MBDB4B9 HMw4 84 

■5 0M43 TEHPIRESS (1) ID) (Paddy Barreffl J L Hare 4 89 .6 Pester G 60 

-5 da riw ad - 

BETnNfcll-lD Papering, 64 Ctetatte Cortny, 61 Spkfto Ubm, 7-1 M Gown, 16-L Temptress 
199fi Eta^nkt 3 8 9 M J Knane 61 IM Snubu drawn (3) 6 ian 
FORM GUIDE 

Geoff Wage pntetf charlotte COROAY m a strong race at Ascot Tim) a fortnight ago and 
tfws k»«tustds toujji on official rating. There was almoat a turr+up at Ascot Mttrfttectaige 
go<ng down by a short head in John Dunlap's coil Nwaamis. who was rated acme 25B> su- 
perior. Charlotte Conjay, ao promising last tarm. has no colt io worry about ttro Dm and 
she tools capable of upsetting the favourite Papwtag. Papering has better farm than Char- 
lotte Coiday. having nm in the 1.000 Gunaas and she was not at hor best hi soft 0bund 
when third to VWriewater After in the Lope Stakes aftenrarda. Papering later twice reversed 
that form wnh the winner on the faster gouna, suggesting that she needs n test. Sphtta Ll- 
bra and Bal (Sown are ashed a stem question. Swlectloic CHARLOTTE COROAY 


ro~QCl6ROSVENORCAS»K>LSDS SPRINT (HANDICAP) SffiBBB 
(CLASS B) £20^)00 5f Penalty Value £15^70 

1 230-00 AMM>nBW{lDnnaaWHalte4fBBkft«4 911) LMbfMSI 

2 000-24 fi£7>STrofn r (lS}W»ISatrt»srSMSairriers4 9a »mtwwl09« 

3 03111 SUOiraSC HSSION (Q (D)(D R DoOibidii) Msj Ramdai 593<6e0— AMane 799 

4 02346 IA&MUABMO(mn(PBr&oiQ)RWitter5 91 DasoHdtso«8V85 

5 -53121 K8H{13) nUEMson) JLEtiQT813 KF*floo99S 

6 0211-6 STUFFED p5)(D) Saiiy Mooting Itaaifea) MW Etetedy 5 6 13 1(^1295 

7 03006 SWnTOTD DREAM (6) $f) IQialtar i G ::■■■:■*% 4 B13- IUms3 88 

8 00363 PAUCEBHE TOUCH (9} ID) tLeud Ut£ J Beny 7 8 13f6ed PFNwyB2B87 

9 0500-5 nnCEASStiMIP{^lte (FiariiJb'teM) PHast5B832 BIM695 

10 100-21 GOIC GNVUE (29) (CQ Square TsUd W MutSOfl 9 8 U RCodnwSSS 

11 02000 ttlWIE EUUt (11) (P) [Three Beas FttcSigl 8 Meehan 4 8 9 0Pe*aerl3 82 

12 31-331 BSHOPS COtJRT (7) p» {D R BreOwion) 1*8 J ffirrsden 3 8 9 t6a) IIMm497 

13 51-256 B1BE 1AD (19> Bq (BF) (Mrs C tfeongwi) R Hmon 3 8 5 Owe tniett 1193 

14 260510 OWCAST^TO(Oaj1Dna0ey Partnershp*JLE)«e<183 — — -JUropfalBSe 

- 14 dsohnd - 

BETlMB:7-4 BWwiKCowt, 62 Surprise Mssioa, 61 Stoftei, U-lOaaa Swags, Mm As Steip, 
ia-1 Mn, 14-1 BteH lad, 161 Write Ere*, 261 Ante* Bv, Up Dl Van, BspartfliK 261 
Priaeegata Touch, 361 BwjmfM Drawn, 40-lCbamcwt 
1996: FSkyWM4 94Mj Kfaane 161 (N Canadian) daw fiS) 15 m 
EORM GUIDE 

Lynda Rnmeden scored with the tuH-brothere Bishops Court and SURPRISE MSSM1N In 
tasting Bound at Chester last week and far her to nil both hem under a penalty wtt haue 
purten BOBtetung thalr heeds. Bishops Court was the easiest wtnnar of the mealing and a 
Ob penalty looks chkaran feed to this pro^essne colt. Also, ha has surely Improved enou0i 
to reverse Doncaster running behind Brutal Fantasy wtth EHeos Lad (second) on the 4b 
worse terms. That wm was over six fOrtamp and connectKn> behave him pi be more effec- 
m over this nSrwnum. Supnse Mtssren cams stt broths deer nfSefaustpark Bjor at Chester, 
tn Ks present gxxi heart. Surprise Mission wU take The beaUng ogan. StafTed shaped re- 
aOy wed on Ns reappearance in swh to Supnse Mtaslon at Think and a Ufa pul puts him 
ngn In dte pKture- 9 ate eMo« SURPRISE MISSION 

-in j GROSVENOR CASV40S DANTH S1AKE5 (GROUP 2) F.lfflJK} 
(CLASS A) £80^000 3Y01m2f 85yds £79^190 

1 1- APPREHDfSIOW (240) t3»*h kVKvrmaJ) D Laky 8 11 KIMay5115 

2 1113-2 BBWTOWIUSAIWmaattnHitttiJGcedenBll OMsr«U3 

3 21-3 OflMSON UK (27) (m (DraafAa' MM04 J Hfe B 11 RHBS1105 

4 221-16 DESaTTSTOBYtll) CMiMoijmN Mileiuti) UStCUaS 11 — Mjnna7112 

5 61 KWGFKHER MU. p9] ffl) (Lord Hoxani de Ahibi) Mrg J Odi 8 11„PW &tto«y 2103 

6 2U51- MBMAI7 (200) KotidphrO S Dn Suren 611 LMM81U 

7 31160 MaHZA(USA)P7)(RESB(«n)PQiante44ttn811 I Rb« 3 101 

8 51-1 MUSALSAL(53) (Makmun Al MteUUri B HK811 U«s91Q2 

9 1- YORKSWS (224) (HRH Pimce Frfid SaSren] PCdeS 11 TQlteoB 94 

-Sdactand- 

BETTINb 61 AppielMaaiia^Bany lire 0(9,62 Desert Story, 61VMfH&ka, 61 MadM|y, 161 Nte6 

sri, 11-1 KbtgMer MB, 161 CrirawQ IMe. Moan 

1996: Qay « Owcar 3 8 11 0 tester 61 (P WawaW riasn CD 7 ran 


On Pat Edderys advice, June Ceca goes here with KWBRSHER uu instead of romomow’s 
easktr option In the Gtesew Stakes. This son of Rwaman caidrft have won Ms maston in 
bntarsQite. Backed as though a WtspecW in that la-rumerfeM at NeiHnadrat; ho came 
wde to chetenge tinder Eddery and roared anay far a flw-lengft succass. Trained last year 
with a second-season campal®! my much in/nM, Kingfisher M> may now have caught up 
wah the juvenile stars such aa M wisely, Barmy The Mp and Deaert Btoqr. Assuming that 
Medaty is ‘reacly* tar ttds first run of the season he can beet Benny ThB Dip, having reversed 
Royd Lodge running Mth fsm m the Racing Pott Trophy at Dewaster. Taking that Improve- 
meitt on board, Medaaly could n&o reverse the Ascot mnmg with Desert Slay, sixth In the 
Guineas aftarhls Craven Steles vrin when Mona shaped nlcafy despite SnlsWriglasiBtfB^rt. 
CrimsonTMa. Paul Cote’s Ycmcritew. who has had a ootffled preparation, and Ap pwhen- 
■ion. ril look too htfdy tned. Moaalaal could be anything after hh Doncaster win Item Hand- 
some Rdge. and Barry MBs ratea hbn NghN, but ho goes here only because The found 
tuned heavy at Chester. S el e c t km: tWSFSHER Mftl 


-JK] GROSVENOR CASINOS HAMBLETQN RATED 

HANDICAP (CLASS A) £20^00 lm £13JL40 KB 

1 1100-0 camESmiSBSimCAfWeaMRJo^ TQahnS 99 

2 60104 RUSSUN MUSK D9) (Saterih Heaen Gay Kef asM 4 9 2 K Mon 12 B 99 

3 545-23 HMBIBISISN W} P) (Godophril S bn Sinor 4 9 2 LOsttorlSUS 

4 01306- MASSES BOOTS (216) (C 80 * 0 ) D (Oder 4 8 13 K Daley 4 111 

5 -32055 CaESn*iAEr(liSAJC10]PJ(WaB4)MjWnSai i'SIS TWoworl BIOS' 

6 02045- M HOD (200) P) (B Nootet M Cemadn 7 8 11 LChnKkB 99 

7 3012-0 PRMCE HMWt P8) g8 (Gles MadmEGonSnl J bits 6 8 11 PMBUsqr2111 

8 06354 Wnm ROMANCE (14) {D} (M&UHRi N MsiatlJnti E Duriop 4 8 11 — 0 Pester 11 106 

9 UX>50 C0KESIM(9) (08 (BI)(MsSLJINM)SCWMams587 M Ms 14 112 

ID 64000 RBOOMD0l(USAj(lfl(O(Ea*sofHHtwt«ai)TGO9dBn487 RMsl3 98 

11 10046 IWSrGfteKS(44}(IKatiB)JSMRn787 Dm 07** ID 103 


i {44} 0 J S Mon 78 7. 


12 10003 MUSKX HOUSE (9) (R E Salter) P Chapple4l)em 4 6 7 IteidfiBW 

13 5V32- MSAJTAaLE (3301 Sr briyn De F^tecnfcfl M Smse 487 M J fflseno 7 107 

14 -12020 NEWCBttURY (USA) (28)(I8(AAEBQ0d9nro D Ncho(s5fi 7 I Canal 3 105 

-Mdritensl- 

MMnun eetfc 8a 7b. Thai handesp we^tt: Haawider Bd 5b, P«w Grftnes Sat 56. Aluscfe Houx 
Bb 4b iBBdato New Cotuy £W2b. 

8ETTMB: 61 U ansnsntsla, 13-2 Pitace Briar. Writer Rassanos, 7.1 teririk, 8-1 Conor Lb, 10- 
1 H Nod, 12-lCaiestlri Key, Centre State, Mariar Boots, Iteriric Boon, Rasowrtsr, 14-1 teas- 
Isn Meric, 161 New Ceriuy, 254L Priay Brine* 

1996: Rot HM 4 9 7 R Codnra 11-2 IG Waffl) dawn CB) 13 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

WMTHt ROMANCES Ascot net behind Nwaamis Iasi lime wH Iran put him spot on far 
this. He never ted the opponurity id progm as much as Mssle, who beat hen narrowly 
at INs Wure last year, but he soil dU the business Immediately afterwards In the soft a 
Hqtiock with a eve-length Wn-lram Jo IML he may look lygfily tiled off the 10b Nghaf 
made, but It doesn't look that seven In view of MtssQe’s sUjmquenrtoim. laaattaUe hanrt 
nm art* his Brttannta Handicap second to North Song, tad he’s rated second best with the 
stable In gan tom. But IMntar Romance, 13th at Ascot on sound too fast, can beat him 
today with the ia> puB. HamMendBtfa wfas have been on fast Bound, wNte Master Boris 
was smart on soft growl last year, and the super-tough Conner Un is also In with a snout 
far the placf v- Selection: WWTER ROMANCE 


|A lOl GROSVENOR CASINO SHEFFIELD STAKES (CLASS B) 
l™5lJ £14750 added 2YO 6f Penalty Value £6£3L 

1 1 BOOreUARD pi) (H R H Pilree FsM SaSissil P Cols 6 13 TOteaS 

2 11 IACXBW ffi (f B Ybjn0 B ftHtweS 8 13 |Mr« 

3 1 MaBKWffbBlbFtiartBPaOngBll TSoskel 

4 4122 DUTIlEIHaCCUBMsEAOawsMPDBmSB )Fta 2 

—4 ifapf imi B 

BEITTNB: 4-9 Body^srl, T-2 Rmea, 61 lacksdn, 14-1 Oat Uke Ma^o 
199& Proud NatvB 2 8 13 M J Wnars 5-1 [A JaMa) dram (4) 7 ran 
RMMOmDE 

ImpressM Nawmadot winner BODYGUARD is the best younpstar seen so lot and this first 
son of 2,000 Grinaaa winner zatonk: to m the raoecoutse wa ba at short odds agaurst only 
three rivals. Rtmm landed a lowrly touch for connections when beating Qua Master (beat- 
on on Sundqy) at Latoes&r- Bryn Paring says he's gpod and today wW prove ft if he beats 
Bodwiaid. l>mcB 8 terseBer winner Jactorto returned fiom a rest to beat prevfeusNotttng- 
ham winner Dim Ote on the same course last weric. Catect tea c BODYGUARD 

I A ATI I GROSVENOR CASWO MANCHESTER HAAHMCAP (CLASS C) 
£10,000 added lm 6f Penalty Value £7^30 

1 1304-0 PUBPI£8PtASHMmtSaCJiresfahflrWatoBl)PMJtei7100 PMBUriyDV 

2 10200- ARCTIC FANCY (USA) (2521 (D) (Coal DMDmenJ PltaraA 93 II J Item 14 

3 42214) TOTEM ZMMSIpQ ffl (IX3n*wJSaci*Uj)J£jis4 91 KMhoB 

4 156/ CAUFMBN (SQ (Spadnrr) M (tentml 6 8 12 Iftalmtt 

5 40042 nc CREBt (USA) (IQ (BB (R 8 E Htrimti I Baking 4 B 12 LMtaflS 

8 2/004 EXHATTIIE DeSttN (S) Q. T Rslorl Ms M tads? 5 8 1C KtteteyB 

7 £0-12 TJABffCUClB) WJ Wfe7BtMreMfferefey688 ICrimS 

8 00030 MDVW BUIE (23) (GO) PR Bttti H Mm) 1 EuGBse 7 8 B BOeetenell 

9 423-23 SEBEPBMDUS{tmqM(SQBiBUM5CIM»TB485 TQrimlS 

10 20001 TIJRBEICV (9) (D) Us Qrid 0 Eh Trtnml R Baetzren B85t4sd MBM13B 

11 1B002 OPAQUE M 88 (6 i Iteejl) W Smy 5 8 4 PAney<^4 

12 »»» RAFFLES ROOSIBtf^ (BF) [LtrtA Uatnri A Neoccrrtie 5B3 fa Aram (7) 10 

13 1-2152 SUimHU.SPECUI. (10) (M» Rung SyndceBID Barker 6 BQ TWwil 

14 40566- SAHM9Kg)0iq(PAReitnUSGaBiei4 7U FNartoa2B 

15 50-603 BH 1 AM n n (Gay la£i) N Batten 5 7 id NVfaky3 

IB 01160 BATOUTOFTHEBLUE P) (D) (Dr C I Emrnosar) W KH0i 4 7 10 LQHnrecfc 7 

-lBttectared- 

BBTBIte 61 Opafaw, 162 rwepale. 7-1 RriteeRoerie^ 8-1 lira break. Saga Pritew, 161 Mk 8 a» 
Blue, Pwpla Spbrii. 121 terifa tajr, te»Bav. 161 Befian, Trien Daocer, 161 oCtea 
1996c Oatefa 4 10 0 W Canon 3-1 fw (D ModteyH ttawi (4) B ran 
FORM GUBE 

PWE CREBC is weighted to thB hlft far a winner of a bad Bfeiun maiden and seemed not 
to stay two miiee afterwards. This 14 1taion& could Just be her maik and recent shorinfti 
at Epsom (fourth to Prince Kfrisky) and Bath (second te Last Lartfl) shows she Is in good 
heart. Opamto. a Newmarket winner when with Luca Cumanl last year, was a heed-second 
to Desert RgMer at Newcastle last time and would haw tound that 12 ftatonp too short 
Unvote looks aasly belter than Mary Revefay’s other nmer, Exacatlvo Daelgn. He won 
a week race a Kamlltm and was then beaten only a head whan concedng temps of wetfit 
to Hare Comas Herbie at Rfaon Cml. Raffias Rooster cannot be faulted on his Chester 
sacorfa fan weektelhe The Gutenwcli Nd. a 0 i udngai NannwkBL saleetkia: PIKE CREEK 




louse 


YORK 

2. R5i Papering must concede 31b to 
the opposition and this may just 
swing things in favour of CHAR- 
LOTTE CORDAY Geoff Wrngg 
' ferdeiuiy succeeded in finding con- 
siderable improvement in this light- 
ly-raced filly, 

non 

235: BISHOPS COURT won with 
arrcigani ease in die mud ai Cliesier 
a week ago and a 61b penalty will 
hardh anchor him. However, to- 
day's drop back lo five fuiiongs from 
six could make bis short odds un- 
appealing unless more rain arrives 
to soften ground which was drying 
oul J liltle yesterday. The 20-! on 
offer for Amazing Bay would be- 
come each-way value if the rain 
Slavs away. 

□□□ 

3.10: Desert Sion; Benny The Dip 
and Medaaly are the runners with 
solid form here and the first-named 
is die pick of (bat trio because his 
I stable is in such outstanding form. 
Apprehension has the potential to 
I improve pasi these more experi- 
enced rivals but. unusually, David 
Loder's yard has yet io get among 


York 235 


Wane 

g BKtel 16B 138 64 

S uulw M Wna 92 62 M_ 

Wnreri S- l 10-1 r-i 

eulseML 1<H 81 M4_ 

wawMiaiHBi 1D1 161 11-1 

«— Mia u-i u-i m . 

iih' J2i iai i4i 

mguL 

yiWytP 1 * l frl 20-1 20j ^ 

iniwwBw an 181 261.. 


_ j Ol l&l 261- 

a-1 33rl 

33-1 331 261, 


jn-i JO-i S61. 


TjbcfMay j ora lb? s£S. pass 12.3 

H - IHarri K.L L - lafioas. r- Toe 


HYPERION’S 


ihe winners at the big tracks this 
season. MUSALSAL is another io 
have shown abundant promise and 
displayed a fine turn of foot when 
winning at Doncaster in March. 
This keen sort does need to be cov- 
ered up in the early stages, however. 

□□□ 

3.40: Ed Dunlop has been waxing 
lyrical of late about how WINTER 
ROMANCE has developed into u h 
most beautiluI-looking,strong race- 
home who we rate highly”. The 
trainer says this four- year-old was 
unsuiled by the firm going he en- 
countered during much of last year 
and that genuine good ground, or 
softer, will produce a bjg_ improve- 
ment in- his form. The him should 
be taken, particularly in the event 
of a cJoudbunL 


York 340 


81 13-2 11-2 7-1 
81 61 61 74. 
7-1 132 74. 70. 
HML 81 BM. 81 

12- 1 10-1 11-1 HI 

BJ. XM. 10-1 61 

13- 1 ill 10-1 11-1 
rn 12-1 14-1 11-1 
124 12-1 13-1 Uzl 
12-1 14-1 12-1 12-1 
U4 12-1 34-1 121 


w,MM 381 261 33-1281 
£sc/nw>- a voter lie arts, fixes i 2 3 
C -tori H - Mtefl Hft L- Lafariea. T - Tl» 


PrfocaBahr 
OanarUB 
HIM _ 


RAC! NG RESULTS 


YORK 

»; 24)6: 3L AWGU6G |K Dartfti 

temd s« 5 - 1 : 3. T«g«“ ^ 

-■ raa.’- M Receie)'. 

• T*. £2 60;£1 30. El -80- 

£3 90. Computer Stragm toeease £9- 7. 

Trtusn £65^4- Tno- £i« »■ ^ „ 

- : 3J& L WE FLY S 

:• Skvwrani J-l K-to: 3. aw 
•I tao.2.‘nk. (B Hills, umtoj- Jf^nsF; 

It £2.00, 0-60. £2Jaj DR 

■IL17J90. Tneasr. £H- a4 ; ~SLi 

!' lift L REAMS ^ 

‘ 11-10 far. 2. vagabond ^ 

mafl«iJ.ToiKs2.1fa-L^.-J 

"■arssfisssjjsa 

?(3 

• h^THE indepevd^ 

! IRAC^jCSERViCES 





l.^iyu 

f a 7. 1 '’^£Fq7n 

i 03912619^ 


4 u 40:l.riSni«AHOU®9tftfcn)13« 
lav. 2 . WlottewCirillB 3-1- 3. 2Snza r13-l. 
S ran. Hd. 2. (M StOOW, MewmwVaej). Tc^ 

£2Dfl: £1.10. £1.70. DR £2.90. CSP. 
£6,02. Aitera swarfs’ mousy. Pteongs m- 
alteiwl- 

Fartnrfrf- £3.697 SO. 

S2«S:E1 ?SO.Qm**&22 
PtoMftW.TB. PI** a £1A90, 
CHEPSTOW 

i eav j. blade OF FORTUNE (Mr J Tb- 

arf) 9-Z 2- Apache P»dt 7-3 laic3-ttWi- 

-rfcay 20-1- 14 ran- 2. nk. (V Oaonway. 
?Sn). TotK 

ttiri ftweast £A40. QxtuMb Strag« »*- 
case £17.17. Tiw £10^60. NR: Tecinieal 

L NIAUWCffi C«STU (A ThOOOT) 

5-r 2. TtrorawIWteriW^-lte^i *mfic 
Voflsy 7-L 9 tan. 26. »«? *»■■■£■ 
fen* Fonsii). Tobe £B-3ft £3.60i £1-30. 
£U50. OF- £5.70. CSF: £33.75. Trossc 

iSSili Swcra UP 

^Ehteteal 9 -£ 3. Lord IWtorroo^i 

til im ftpe. W«Sn0firt. Teg: 

C30: £2J0. £1.90. OF: £870. CSF; 

j. EARIHMOVER (Mss P a«9y) 
1 2 ta>r 2. Sam HedfaJ® Mi 3. Comer 

£zi ! 7 *69. fla {R Bamer. 

3.-nwi £L50: fUftan op. a. 10 . 

7 0. 2. Clt®) CnjW ®* SpWt 

wCj, 12 wn. 1JD0-30 tw WWJAJ ^ 
‘12 m Stwnaatl l£dw> i W * 

sSftB-AOL Of: £33^0. CSP- 
WSSC £58139- Tna: £S3-40, 
mAKCH U Qffla5 '' U ‘ 10 
^ £%»£twl Man 11-2: 3. Saak The 
c ml IZ A. U Ks«, StmSeri)- 

130.£2.eO.DP.fS^.CSF: 

£ 3. THE VHJLASE W» 3* AMml 
■ -^2T«S*rt 2-1; 1 AmnffiB- 

bmao-ar* _nn-r< «.£LI1L 






HYPERION 

L55 Song OfTho Road Z25 Look In The Mbror 
300 Baity Clover 130 Dovetfio 4d00 Special Beat 
4*30 My Nominee 5u00 Frankie Muck 
GOING: Good. 

■ Rtflht-hoBd course with ijOOyd mn-ln. 

HComseteNofcityon A48.]kreTardsi«jon lm. ADMISSION: 
Oub SS3; Taxtgrailig £9*. course enclosure 15. CAR PASS: Ftvc- 
BI3NKEBED FIRST TIME : Jmt For A Rcbsow (2JI5). 
W1NNEBS Dl THE 1AOT SEVEN DAIS: Song Of The Sword 
(J jH.im hot on Wednesday; No Panic (4.80) won A Erw Lm 
poim-uvpolm on Sunday. 

LONG-DHIANCB ECNNESS:’W&*Ud{4 JOjAHnniereie toe 
(HOC) seta lSVmks by M Roberts from Bodh Street Gfzen,E Sussex. 

1 CEl WEOBLEY NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3000 4Y0 2m If 

1 2016 UHITTC CLOUDS (U) (D) M F^K 115 RiotmocB 

2 0331/0 WttEO>lflURStllJ(roBF)S[Waran5-farAWte8«p) 

3 1 SONS OF TW SWORD (7) J CfaUS NAFfapndd 

4 MOfiJflNG SK [F3^ ASwarrlO 12 TBey 

5 P RS>RUSJY(F127IPHaWrl012 UOUanp) 

6 PF6 S1ARIHG0 (35) R Bmn 10 12 HrACfarfWJOBH 

6ETTM& 613SBC0ntNSMirf l 62 Met The CkHk,61NobtaCDkMaa. 
2DJ Moffltae SSr. 281 M Brain 33-1 Starifap 


HYPERION 

235 Hever Golf Mower 245 One Off The Rafl 
3J2Q Scarlet Orescent 3S0 Ertkm 420 Kristo- 
pher 430 Maratfl . 

GOING: Eqmtiack comae- Standard. STALLS: In - outside; 
rest- inside. DSAW ADVANTAGE: Low bi sprints. 

■ Bqntaaick surface; left-hand, sham eontsc. 

■ Onnse is SB of town on BU028- LingOeld surfoo (saved by 
Loudon, Vksoria) atQobH course. ADMISSION: Membra* 3)3, 

. Fmtfly BndosureAS. CAB PARK: Ctnb£3; remainder free. 
BUNKEBBD HBST HUB: NoMe Investment (4.20). 
WINN ERS IN THE LAST SKVEN PATS: Pcngunon (3^0) wou 
here on 

LONG-DffiTANCE RUNNERS: Batabmoo has hemarati 2S0 

mtes tjy Mis M Bevetey than Uugdrie, Chvetend; MbtarAaperio 
(■UP) seat 27P mBeatyM Johigton Dorn ’MWdMaan. N Yeria. 

19 4CI SANmNDER HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3^00 
L=±ri added 3Y06f 

1 -32465 TBWVIMTE(1S)TI«S97 A Wbriao (3) 13 

2 4280-0 SGNSM>W0NDBB[27}CtyB , 9B D(Ktaa5 

3 -32205 CASn£ASWYnCX(<4)PHDRtn£9 5 — RiriEMay3B 

4 34-612 fBraaXFNDVBtmnTJtfatfttn9Z.S9aad»lZ 

5 456426 CIMSEIDMI tUBt (USA) (33) N Beny 9 1 C Ratter 9 

6 45500- BAPSFORD (184) G L Maae 9 1 — C QrilMd 14 

7 340-00 AaWEaRL(15)(BF)!*sJC0Ci813_llartetoy«rra*V 

8 52206 MUST (193) JL Item BIO, BDOMteUB 

9 003 VWB OF A PRAYER (34) W Joe* 8 9 OUrt4n3 

10 060 AHUM BUJE 0£i)X MefeABe B 9 WJtm»«r8 

11 -55044 UJOrtFAMBM (14) J 30*1018 8 SDmeiTB 

12 00663 DWRBU(lQWMur86 MiWwtel 

13 60-03Q MIHMBtt{I2)GB»eiyS5 — DHautauB 

14 005 MUWBlBAy (34) GLOSS 7 12 , — IQrinBll 

-lAdadnmd- 

STIINte 3-1 Hurar Bdf Uowir, 13-2 Wb| Of A Pfte*L 7-1 CbateteM 
Rjac, 61 Ameagg.104.Tate RMte. Rpifad W dare. 12-1 attara 

lO'XElVKSO CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) 
C__J £3y30Q added 2m 

1 43S3 BAXABAH0b(U)MsMReu8far89 7 WJOOaawa 

2 0605 CAROL'S DREAU PQ (Q J TBS 59 7 MH«y(3)5 

3 66232 OriEOff UCR«.(13) A3 GLMoaia 79 l—SWltaorttiS 

4 260031 PHOOW (23) JJto»5 91 MUVhdiL 

5 022621 R ID 1 H BUAWO (J703) R SlUHtn 7 8 13 Htatei* 

6 SOOO- ARCNANGB.{M4)GCnads5-Jones4B9 CQ»(7)2 

-Bderiared- 

BETTMG: 7-iOaa Dtf Use RM. 2-1 MnHifD, M Batabanoo, 61 CriOfl 
Prenm, «4.RadW M» teted. B 1 Anri Aapd 

looni BILBAO LIMITED STAKES (CLASS E) 
£4^025 added lm 2f 

1 112030 BAGSH0rCQ(CD)(BRGLMD0re699 8MMbmtll3 

2 43000 JWra0RWB1K»5V(tals495i — WR)«6 

3 34064 MSNBD0U68(q{D)GLMa»595 SSaodere7 

4 215?00 BCXAMM£%(l£j (qCAlen385Jriirifa Ctajer(3)2 


£2.Su „ 

mMXpat: £44.40. Qiatfaofc £3460. 


HYPERION 

6JW Blsky Thyne 650 Malta Man 120 Sheefiwre 
ISO Nfchofas Plant g30SfcmeHwer 850 Parfah 

GTHNG: ifartfles- Soft; Chaaee - Good to Soil. 

■ Right -bead bus with dorp turns. Smt-io 280yd 

■ Cauae is id Seotw Fdwe ftifc, 4jn N of town tm A93. aates 
QtinPexihriatka(savfttfiDreDtnideel4iB.ADIlISS10N:Mem- 
besS 12: IbrnmnaA Paddock S7 (OAh A disabled S4); ContK 

CAR P AKfc i. r > Ptarie area Including max 4 adnfes, rest free. 
BLWKE98D FUST TIME: Fan Leader & StououlqN! ffi.50). 
WPWE BS R T HE LAST SEV EN MIS; Nicbolai Pbwt (7^0) 
non at on VUncsla, 

UJNG-WOTAVCSlENJfEBS: Fax Sparrow (BJjO) haslreeo seal 
338 diGb by V TfaUa ftiK LaSRte- S yadac BCatfiood f&30) sen 
itD mies fcj- 3 Clart Crain Stmun-atHhe-Fonsi, N Yorks. 

re on] CAMERON MOTORS MAIDEN HURDLE 
(CLASS ^ £3»500 added 2m « UOyds 

1 006 aUMTC1MEta)5Mc&&t6115 DBarifay 

2 560000 BggffttttlCgU t* harmrfB 115 RamBy 

3 0- SOU) SOS (459) G rasais £ 11 5 ROttMOodr 


loocl HOLMER SELLING HURDLE (CLASS G) 
£2,400 2m 3f 110yds 

1 301416 HarCADEr(7)(Q)(BRUnpaeill2 aSBMto(5)V 

2 OOF KWBBMMER(3Q) MBPWMDto6U0 WMaretsa 

3 P544S2 JUST FOR A REASON (19) Rjicin 5 110 IRriRonB 

4 OOOP4 16to te 71* *«RORm»Wa!»vtodM 8 11 On U«wriF> 

5 05 MASlStSHOMUMmOUMBSllO MrAWfatfaff) 

B -OOP56 JARCS J0V(9) Greene tea 7 10 B llterib(7)V 

7 OflJM fttMTOSHIMFfflCJonea 7 109 LSriteua(7) 

-7dadriad- 

BETTMO: 7-4 Root Cadat, 61 Jori For A Rhiob, Look telta Hnor, 7-1 
Heater Stamm 181 Jatae'* faft N*osUfa«261Jtatodsriier 

[Oftnl CANON PYON HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
Lr^l! E) £4400 3m If UOyds 

1 -21312 BALUfCUNB (LB) (CDS) MssVTMatra 10 12 0 

— RWaawna 

2 312246 DBnKTIBian(U)PHaUa8110 GltenayB 

3 2PP283 OMKWFORTtH) (0) 1 McCnnnodfa 1210 12 

MAHhKHrid 

4 253333 IWBSDn(16O)MMi«Mik|pl01DB BPwari 

5 1PP0W W»OUI«»eBmE»nPPltetatll210O 

6 /P0P45 COASTING WHH^na 11 100., te-Steradiff) 

-Bdadand- 

MMoireM^10ri7iiaABnafcte'tei|WllbQlnfttorfiv9atabiQB» 

taeast3n . 

KlflMb 7-4 My Ctonr. 9-1 Mnaond Fart. 82 DteteM Moaany, Fapar 
star, ao-l Wfadbrete Gartte, 261 CbariHe 


5 13000 SHWO BOY (lift P toe 3 8 4 C Rutter* 

6 08103 TOP SIKF (B) |Q C Maki 3 8 3 BDo)te5 

7 31643 SCARLET CRESCSit (1^ PW6tei*»381— teriEritery 1 

-Tdactared- 

BEtDNR: 81 Top SlMlf, 7-2 Bagdad, 62 (Bring Dm#, Scaeiri Crea- 
erafa 61 Anchor Vaotwe, EMhiatfaK Bn, Sanrt Bay 

3 ^Q l LMA HAhSICAP (CLASS Q £7350 addsd 

1 342-06 snvnSBBDW(ia)nGLUm510(lMBtednkr(7)7V 

2 160080 IAK>MBRN)(U)<aiRitatri»rf5g4JDGMBni 

3 60001 PBKAMMn (CD)HGotegk|p593(5a] If»tea2 

4 224123 EHIUM (23) (CO) C BrtMn 7 8 13 BDojte* 

5 11-100 EFTBM5CBICE (8) (Q R Kamcn 3 8 13 H Hughe* 6 

6 23-140 CASHES BURNNedS) (CO) C Chct 3 8 2 D NBN 3 

7 -03200 RflSMWA((fl(CO)RlvamS 7 10 NAtmaff 

8 00264 RESST THE FORCE COrs*? 710 RRteneh(5]5 

-I tefa N- 

MHrnum: 7a lOfi. Toe *e®tz Tu&cnah 7sr«b, RcektlheFOnS 7S 7fe 
BETIM& 3-1 PHfan, 61 BUM, 61 StefliM Bma, Btema c aaea, 
RMfatltee Rata, 8-1 CMttea Burafag, Data Vriaaffaa, IM IVAfHiria 

irijAl SAN SEBASTIAN MADB4 STAKES (CLASS 
p) £SfiOO added 3Y0 7f 

1 6 GOODBYE GMB» (205) B Pom 9 OJMfaDmprp) 5 

2 JU6B1BI lend Hurri^fkrt 9 0 MRUwrtcB 

3 360 KRtSTXJfflBT (35 J Ufa 9 0 NAdM»8 

4 MEBRESCBawBO D«g»7 

5 45605 HOBLE WVESIIBIT (4) J &jaace 90 I Tate 12 B 

6 00 QtlMUERSBfF (21) C Wri 9 0 GDMW43 

7 2 -2 SKY COHMAtetH (USA) {9) M State 9 0 — DKntteoll 

8 56 SOUL POP 044) CM*i 90 BDoytelO 

9 5 TEZAM (ID B H'«y 9 0 I Stack* 

10 06 WUVniMVANO (STB) G (MS 9 0— — J Daaab (7) 13 

11 56 SHOWCASE 024) JHK 6 9 MKumyOTl 

12 anMDOBnen89 GBridM«2 

13 68 ZEST (USA) (U)M Bel 8 9- MFaaka9 

BETTWG: 7-4 Sky Coaaaaader. 81 Jitter, Tazaab, 2M. 104. HMb- 
ptNr, 12-1 Wta Btea. Notae imeranau. Seda Pop, 181 otbars 

r7~cf|| SANTIAGO HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5flQ0 
LZirrJ added lm 4f 

1 -21402 GSBMLHAVBi(9)(CQ)TJWt#IDn4 100-GMM41 

2 31208 CAHTON VBflURE (H68) (D) SY*XXtS59 13— WRjaalS 

3 11200 NBHPORT KMBHT 01) (D) R Noturi 6 0 12S Sarin 6 E 

4 00040 BW*S>WBip$fO)CC)aBr49a M Roberts 7 

5 83000 UGIER ASPBCR) (UR (0)) M JotBiBril 4 9 7 8 lfa|ta 12 B 

6 Ml HM M1HEM0NBrO3)|ran)RHtMiBdBSl2FUn3(9 


1 -21402 G8BMLHMBi(S)(CQ)TJte(«aon4100^IHteHl 

2 31208 CAHTON VHHURE (H66| (D) SYAxxft59 13 — WRyaalS 

3 11200 NBHPORrKMBOT0n{D)RNatua6912SSrildlii6E 

4 00040 B0MB>amp&mCCjUf4SB M Roberts 7 

5 83000 UHER ftSPBCK) (16) 00) M JotBimn 4 9 7 0 lfa]ta 12 B 

6 aiiiim N1HEM0NBrO3)|ran)RHtMiadBBl2FUn3(9 
2 

7 35026 MiERUSHT0M(33S] GLitoore4SU — SMriMrfh9 

8 121302 CM9aU(QmDMotq4810 B Cuter 5 

9 36102 HAfflO(B)OT |8F)H BN387 HftotoeU 

10 444403 AH2*M|DSIt(U)tC}DCBS0Dre684 R|faBM0)4 

11 -22410 AWESOME POWB?W(C)J»UB 3 ACtekS 

12 52 ©35 NAMUnWMiir4710 BFIreaflhB)» 

13 65406 BUIE AMD MKAL (99 V Same 5 7 10 GBm»wI8B 

-ISdedmd- 

MnfcBBB 7# lflttTnjeitajyitKNM^TS'TfaBfaa Ant ftyri OR 6ft. 
BEITMfi: 74 Mteai, M CrittM, IM Atari, 7-1 fiananl Ham, h 
The Hooey, 181 Htojarl Krigd. 12-1 A wtnre a Ptmm, lA-lottea 


4 W63 WtMJOFSJWWMIfaaZGiwnSllS K fates* 

5 0 BnMAIMmFU|HsASHiunk5U5 

6 U243 LORD OF Tffi LOCH Lbrg) 5115 — . RRn ate 

7 666 HORDtSKLBCBCflO) MbDUvwotiB 115 tBnd 

8 OF IMMBUiB|IUW(2QMsSBBlure5115JlrManterin(7) 

9 -24204 SUPREME SONET (54) A VMse 7 11 5 BSttny 

10 P SWHH£A TtN« 07) RMST 4 10 13 PMtei 

-lOdfiGteiad- 

BEnBfiUS^MM Sovtat, MlsrtOfTha Lx*, 7-lGold Bte, Hted 

OfStreri«dfari*ri.l2-lBiri(r7tV> a r ,to iiffakUfMd,18lotbere 

Ift cn | BREAK THROUGH BREAST CANCER 
12^11 NOWCE CHASE (CLASS D) £5000 3m 

1 245051 lttinHAM(19HOPCneM&adl7U7 AS tenia 

2 341330 SLOTAMADQUE 07) G %ctORb 3 11 7^ 0 DwtaMdlB 

3 544102 OBUNEUWE(U)(B)MstMMeMn7U2 RAfite 

4 50PTF- AHBWaiMEJDflWpSlJJDranBlll S9nqr 

5 3 DRAGONS BAY (7) Iks M Ifatriey 8 11 l n PMMD 

8 -S32U3 H9H LEADB 0)OD)Ms *&■*■* 7 ll l_JlrCW6«aB 

7 Offll BDW.BAM(ER0a|U-Miurw7111 PCadwtyB 

6 -P6465 HCBBn9H(MQDlaMlllll IMta 

9 6QOFOO R5n»OdFWI(YW(D)BMBOa®rt 101010™ Giaa 

-Bitectered- 

BEn)Ne81Uritellao,7-2SWa«t8ttgire,Fteilaadri,81CriteMlN», 
frlDotfnftta, 181 tfayri Banker, 12-1 Tlta E«f#r«, 181 attm 


lO on I ST RICHARDS CONDITIONALS NOVICE 
1*°**! H’CAP HOLE (CLASS E) £3,000 2m SI 

1 00932 REVERSE THRUST (25) (D) P Hed0a61110_M CBrioa (B) 

2 16300 DOVETTOR AEPrtaailS DJKHMffi 

3 80030 F8B»(43)KBriteBlll WWridi(B) 

4 66306 FLOW BACK (09 G Enl^i: 5 11 1 LAapaB 

5 400000 ROC ARE {7)GDnriS 81012 Mfateatttarena 

6 046004 TEE 73 700 (19) A Cantt 5 10 10 BSteMnaR 

7 0053 1MWM (BQ M R Bodey 4 ID 10 XAttp«nv 

8 0P9S ROVRACE (44) W M teatawm 5 10 5 RMataey 

9 OPBTO SOB01 BUM) (UM) MsD Timas 8 10 5 Goylaate 

10 P60U0 VITAL WORMS (11) JParttt 910 0 DBmms (3) 

lArinin te«M: KW. Th« fwvtofa wsVC WW Mwfar9B9B. 

HEtTMte IM Havana Tkwt, 51 Dowtta, Tritate, 81 Frtrat, Tea Tea 
Ton, IM Royreea, 14-1 How Back. Itee Aft, 204. otoare 

iri nnl TOJ-wsroN novice hurdle (class q 

ESflOO 2m 3f IlOyrin 

1 101 SPECtM.BEM-05)NHeretaeon5117 MrCV«ofi(5) 

2 13 AM BlH»(FRHJ5)mP Mooney 5118 IFTWnjr 

3 635 BROffil B3 (11) N Gasetaa 5 11 0 WManrioa 

4 PP- HATOOWN (F2SQ M H Boriev 5 U 0 Mr P PWHt* (7) 

5 2105 ttoDrotar(NQmfO^5U0JWteofBtaKHffi 

B 2-6 HflHAWKF(U) MBCJoteKyGllO DGritagter 

7 602PP S*HCML1£ IAD HI) Hes Dlbcras 5 tlO teqrlnfc0} 

B 6085P RUBEB FA8EM3L (155) 0 Shanwod 7 10 9_J A UeCtelfaf 

-Bdadmd- 

BEnWft am Svadat Bari. 7-2 And Bho. M Mriaa Ftewnri, IW Lrid 
fafcy. 16-1 Oiiiftiaiij, 12-1 teoot Sac, 33-1 ofltere 


HYPERION 

6j05 Weather Alert &35 Forbidden Waters 70S 
LowanwattiaZ35PTfzBfl^iter8i>5Mi0^heRags 
835 Nonfamce Prince 

GOING: Good to Finn (Good tn plaeca). 

■ tDaterband, le*d course- Smvbi EflOyds. 

■ ComsetottjnnodonofAJ and AfiW. Hanlin^doii stafloo (ser- 
vtoe ftnm London, Btag'a CRtsa) lm. AnnSSKW: MranbesSJ 2; 
Dritrasrib SB (Sbtdenu S4k Coarse S4. CAB PASS: lYee. 
RHNXKfaED FUST TIME: None. 

WINNERS IN THB LAST SEVEN HAXSc None. 

LOraHnSIANCB BUNNBKfc PrfxefiSInr £7^5) has been seal 
105 tritrabyJLEyre trwn Suoon Banfc. ^Nottlt Tortnlihe. 


Ift Tg fcl LADES EVENING SELUNG HANDICAP 

HURDLE (CLASS G>£2^50 2m SfllQyds 

1 -5P3P2 BRMXBf HOUSE (UQR Cute 10 12 0 D Monte 

2 lfiOOUJ BErraBtPBCaAS(7)N1tasmtores8UUXU0K4a 

3 66113 HAUnCALJEllH. (11) 5 11 2 — M: AVRotte (7) 

4 P00515 SPRFWE BRUQE (BO) G ttCout 5 10 4 HBHaoBSri 

5 6200P WEATHBtALBTTClS) KMotgr 5 103 RfatariteV 

6 104355 St»rrCt«JJwlrtfl302 KOteto 

7 890205 B MOSS (9) P H»bS 8 10 10 L.„. SMcNriiB 

8 2HMJ6 CUM MBROADIDDr (133 JPaaere 9100 1 Ctohrijr 

9 308034 ECU DE FRANCE (9) PR9Ehens7 10 0 — K IWkateDtai (7) 

10 00805 IM(DSG(U)JHtena«t710O BFMoa 

11 60P60 B8t COHArt P01} J 7 10 0. HrRtetatej (7) 

-Udaetered- 

WSan wgne lOtt, Due bandsRO «BtfiC Ctafc On Boattey A Ecu De 
Francs BfflStt Frit 9* 5ft. Ben Oonnan Sri 
BE71DK 81 Hartal fata, 81 Batter Bjffta Stan, SpUre Bddft 8 
1 Wee&ar Atari, Script, 161 Brinday Koata, a Mots, 181 otters 

I*; qe- I HEALTH SPA WATER NOVICE HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 3m 2f 

1 -01UQ2 HOHIHERN SlM (13) (C) J ROeing 6 11 10 

■anlfci mtHBi CO 

2 MP215 SAMMORH10(1^ (K NTmaavOatai 6 112-CU e Mfarg 

3 RMCP6 SRMK SBSRM (U) N TMEtooOnteB 7 11 0 T leeks 

4 623621 AHOBtrUNEmOMteoteinBlOfl R Johnson 

5 601 FT*B»0OiWMeS(30)LteVWtens61D9 

Htoanim 

B 30SCS KAIttirSTYPHOW (9)TMcGa«n6 10B — M Ant 2 f)enld 

7 06504 ANME RUTH R Iks J Pitman 5101 BG»oani[7) 

8 aims awwnttffWoqPfMeBSiOi---- — Bite 

9 1250BP ARRAKEAflME{te(C0M«BJBOMrl010O 

RMtanfl 

10 F75-FB BBtStREAlinMaLSa^lOlflO Dlnly 

-lOdactend- 

JlMaum nettc lflri Tn* AandfcRp wVtt: Bfcu Son fist 136. 
BEn>ttMArtbBtlOta t 82Rx( ) mM>WB te ,81R9i fti a ra St> r ,SteD- 
aiorato, 10-1 Store? Saaaion, Crow hray, 12-1 AariaRrih, 161 others 


PTOJil MACALLAN SB«GL£ MALT NOVICE HUR- 
/rfC rl DUE (CLASS E) £3,500 4YD 2m UOyds 

1 B8EKD0H (FID) P Lfcraoti 10 12 BCri* 

2 3 WBUIO(7)UBVb 1012 -STfafarE) 

3 SHfflWREfl^MHwmontlOU RGanRtT 

4 2D MM0t!S8EU(MMBSBiadbiml07 MMbar 

-4de^ad- 

BETT1H& 2-1 Brenten, S-2 Sheeraora, 3-1 llr ftiano, 7-2 Asia's Gem 

1 TEA ) FAMOUS GROUSE HANDICAP CHASE 

I 1 (CLASS D) £5jQ 00 added 2m 4f UDvris 

1 mmt DG09BESM0nS(9PN7GnEieAS2?OJ>CMaHy 

2 -F34J3 ACUOI) 9(9)100) PC GAdaBb9 110 CMtComidt [7] 

3 11U31 WEB® GEORGE (12JW Story 7 ID 12 BlIcCMfiS 

4 9W291 WCWUSPUtopjTOJGatteBlDSfer) ACM 

5 433FF1 WtSEADUCE0M)ft MKaninond7101 OBtflOqr 

6 P23U*1 TOUGH TEST (11) (0 (3) MsJGoaSriO*7 IDO — B Storey 

-ditedaftd- 

BEITWB: ISGOHco Dai H«teri 7-3 Ao|m B, SAHeMk Britt 81 
W i to to C toi ff; WteaMriea,8lTte»T««t 

fftOftl BlffMAHABHAMSBiMHAADICAPHUR- 
DLE (CLASS GJ £3£00 3m 110yds 

1 68150 NBBPEEBUN(19|(C)JBMS12111D lOTten 

2 61-P43 KKSfQBQSCHPQPti LlriVlOll 7.«-WDnria8(7) 


BR0CKHAMP7DN HUNTER CHASE (GLASS 
H) £1^00 3m Jf UOyds 

PI 2113 MY HOHBSE (14) (BF) D E tfcflob 9 12 7„ter R Bator) [7) B 
422313 MEnfBlB8E(7)|CD|Ms5JclreDnl0127JArOMflnl(7) 
-21161 1MteSrUD(9)MRobertsl2127 MrPHack^{3) 


7 P1U22 1MX SQUIB (9) Ms M Bans 11 120 Mr DS Jones (7) 

8 P4533P J B LAO (14) H TiKK 11 12 D Mbs P Hunky (7) 

9 031-P niHAMIADnMfesK6Manel5120_JfaaKailiBte(7) 

10 nAn URStmDW(SfaClteura812DJteACteda»-JM(7) 

11 542343 NO PARE (9) C Johnson 13 120 »Blnri*m 

-ai i teetew ii - 

BEtmft 8 lMtarilna. 8 lllteall imi Boh.HII 7 llowhan.fra.RH> 
BdRft, MW Sonfr 10-1 LqnttM Dter, 181 Jach Smart 181 othon 

I'e nnl WARDEN open national hunt flat 
1^1 RACE (CLASS H) £1^00 added 2m If 

1 0 BERttBA (4) J Matea 5 U 4 .TOw i 

2 CASTLE OWEJrDfWniSOn 5114 teRTtenkaiP} ; 

3 00 mVHEMUK(mNtetenDtaa5ll4jlrJftlfeteta[7) 

4 06 BBBAL 811^(417) IMcCawochte 5 U4 SlVynne 

5 00 BE M SPACE (53) ttesPVWfflIe61I)13 — B 0 McPtnl (7) 

6 06 CMNMnNCUB<T4)NG«(aa5:i013 ATboreftjn 

7 DS’CDKAJCfaSJOB lOrim 

8 56 HURRICAIri JANE(Ufl) M JIMm51013 IRalfan I 

9 6 MSS MOUSE (19) P Mooney 5 ID 13, R Haney P) 

10 0 BOSUNOW(lDLfiCoirel4108 0 Brawns W 

U FREE OF PgtoflBT PMut^' 4108 LA0pal(3) 

BETTMft 2-1 Castte Oina, 7-2 Daap C Dtea, frl Cbumon Qtib, 61 Kw- 
ifanM Jana, Jfrl Mas Moan, 23-1 ftrarik Mseft, J81 odws 


1 7 nr DELOTTTE & TOUCHE NOVICE CHASE | 
1 wo l (CLASS E) £4j075 2m UOyds ! 

1 -4fi24P i0Wmt7IM(8M(D|Ms£Hnifi9U7 P C a fafr nr . 

2 U-5P23 BAU 7BBB 0) J Wmon B 11 0 FUtfarp) I 

3 OPFPP CUBBTUND YOUTH W MesC Cane 611 D_ILaw«nca 

4 4043 DWWeBWBaRBBB 03) Tltniwn Jews 8110 

MAHtaSsrid 

5 -FJP3U QBSE (50) (D) (BF) J OStoa 7 11 0 Jfldrari tan (3) V 

8 552-53 NACWDfUf ptDMcCriillllO TJWteaB 

7 -53432 1HJ4AR SY5TB4S 02^ J W te 8 11 0 IRKaww* 

BETTlifi: 2-1 Drunomf Waifar, 4-1 Ghsma, 61 Rri Tender, Narisl, 
frl Wmer Syrians, 7-1 Imamttn. 33-1 Carabertend Yonta 

py^ET HARTLEYS JAM QUANTUM LEAP HANOI- 
CM* HURDIE (CLASS D)£3i£SO 2m 130yds 

1 -11330 PRnaWHiapamJLEJre612 0 Dedaen 1 

2 .434W TTHEYWtrTBtW(15) (D)fl WllOflS 11 10— Hte tl ra i l fvi , 

3 P63P2 RIAUBIG TALL (18) W T MoGown 6 11 2 — RMnaonB 

4 400121 ANIKUM (UK {2$ <m G tadnmu 8 10 4 . ! 

Mctari Brem (9 V j 

BETTING: 2-1 One KooT Waft. 54 Prtefi^tar, 114 WWkk« Taft 34 , 

AnKeantmT 1 

fo/icl Q103 FM NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE, 
(CLASS E) £4j075 2m 4f UOyds 

1 1M.1B3 Kill 01HE RACS pO) (CI>) Ms 0 itane 8 12 0 — I FTfarq 

2 1115P2 CARDBIM. RULE tag Y Bteann 8 11 4 „_M Wan no n 

3 334606 GaMBE ASHFORD (US) (D) Pfahnson? 110 JIShsnritB 

4 561406 STAGE PlAttH (9) 1*83 C Came 11 10 ID lUterencv 

5 -FF503 »OTMOGDr(9)AJt'Sson B100 LH anrey 

S 42*34 C0PPaoWE(18)CSfflinl0100 URn«ar 

7 FI -OOP MSTER BOOOGUY (32) (0) R CUTS B ID 0 DHrarte 

— J . 

Mnimon netfft: lfct Jlue handkap wi?a: HU No Gki 9st 7tLCnpparC»- 
hte » Ml MhterGoo(« 4 > 9H 2fa 

SEnMftlfrS JMOTteftMA Cridhrilhta, 182Rtetlfa«A frlSHM 

Pbyra, Oeppar Crisa, 14-1 Bserfra Ashford, 33-1 Mstsr BaadM 

Ift-QCl YELUNG NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
l°‘ oq i £3j»0 2m UOyds 

1 3SS341 MOHDAMEPHMffi W Men V Warm B 11 B ,--—-.., 

2 S341 RBU.MHMD M ^TOG EnDgU eiiell — R fahnaon 

3 DUFFEKIOGS (F9) M l^nnS 110 l«tpn 

4 30 THBiCH COUNTY (11) JJentaS 5110 BBadtay 

5 1623-0 MIPOOH (USA) (1714 P (fattens 8 110 SFta 

6 323405 »SfllW(US«lK(ffl)OTKBUte9U0. A Urea* 

7 661023 OURB»E{9)KWn0oeBllO KGarieB 

8 0 SAmSK SON (9) POrtS 5 110 8 Anton 

9 333 tMMMDERSCUBtlDflAtlSMBMySllO JIAFftdBdd 

10 OP OGUUAffllfc8LShsflf51DS Olaty 

-lOttectered- 

8Eniiefr4NMdM0S ftteaa, lUlteriNaMt IMltednariritatateto 
7-1 Muhari, Osr Eddw 81 Xrifate, 12-1 DrftertOto, 181 fitters 


3 1-SB4 MOWEfveOfpiJ MgJQmcS*w 6117 B Stony 

4 044120 RUBER (B4) (0 (D) ©f) RITwrafiilOll 7 DfMer 

5 361903 PUmJUUET(7)niHa»«9ll3»_aileaaap)B 

6 -40031 SXANERna(12)GRicham61i)13 RDMMWft 

7 400U WBGMS5RMCBSCQ}BBayi610&JSIfcGonnBcfc[7)V 

8 065000 BUSY BOY (22} 0 Unfa 10 10 3 Itosto 

9 500030 MflSDOOOd^ 5 Oath 12101 — ... . . .J tt nRCfart (7) 

10 3U2P DONTIEU.JUDr^MsUMl9n9100 — STajfar(5) ; 

11 QB500P ICAD0WECK(4] WYiugBlOO JJar*e(7) 

-UdadriM- 

WfnBfn: IQsL Trim v/t/gis: Dcrrt Tcfl Jctfy 9st IDS. MeKtratjsk 9a 9a. 
Bgmft SrlStens Htaat frl ttrianbosch. Itober. W Mto g riMi sinP w s. 
7 'lF$* 7 Wfafct, 81 P»cbi 6 di*®i 10-1 ItantaryWasctt 281 otftats 

loft/ll HIGHLAND PARK CONDITIONALS H’CAP 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^00 2m UOyds 

1 gfataO PHMH01)(P)MTatwitsrBlll3 — ClfcConrackB} 

2 11200 «BWIO»ttDW#CqfP«0tl»D!71122-5M*n» 

3 02FS wrauwiPBIWNHamwasiin AEde(7) 

4 ZS3C3 WOUH.*SIM9<(21)fCO)JGoids7111Q — RllcCratt 

5 000064 FK 5WWH0* (7) W H fatter 7 11 10 EitastendB 

6 SJG293 BtUUmSfMlOXi U RBriqSll 3 Bias 

7 55008 FB9I3iPR0lE0r(Hffl(DJ UoSSsflunfl5106SFI^f* 

-7dMtend- 

BBIMft 7-Z ItodteriTf (teM, F» Spanri SHdiiwSinei, 82 PbUl 

31-2 H uy Mra mah l. 181 Wth Lear, Franth Pwjwt 
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Ken Jones is not the only observer to 
be impressed by Middlesbrough's 
diminutive, tireless midfield magician 



I t is safe to assume that a gath- his type it isn't necessary to al- 
ering of League managers low for shortcomings. Just a lit- 
and coaches in Essex this tie guy, frail by comparison with 
week will not pass without en- most of today's players, but 
thusiastic references to Juninho brave and resilient, into every- 
cr opping up in conversation. thing and with such energy that 
More than electrifying tech- he goes as hard at the end of a 
nique puts the little Brazilian game as he does at the beginning, 
ahead of all but a handful of He tackles back, challenges for 
players in the Premier League; the ball against much bigger 
also there is the commitment men and is very responsible.” 

- “his courage to play and the Fears that Juninho would be 
courage to want the ball all the brushed aside in the Premier 
time" is how the Manchester League did not account for the 
United manager. Alex Fergu- violent tackling that sorts out the 
son, put it last week to Hugh men from the boys in Brazilian 
McIIvanney of the Sunday football “Leam to look after 
Times - that speaks of a mod- yourself,” the 17-year-old Pele 
el professional. was told. “There are bad people 

As Middlesbrough's relega- out there and you won't always 

lion makes it be able to 

unlikely that ..... . . rely on refer- 

Juninho wj]] ‘A little gUV, frail by for pro- 

remain with . . tection.” 

them after COmpanSOn With Even so. 

the FA Cup Juninho's 

final against mOSt Of tOdaV S puny P«s- 
Chelsea on . . . ence startled 

Saturday DiayGrS, blit brave Dungawhen 
there is r , ... , he was re- 

bound to be and resilient and caiiedtopiay 

speculation ... , , against Israel 

that he will With SUCh energy in Tel Aviv 

be seen in after a spell 

Manchester in Japan. 

United's colours next season. Unaware of the little man's 

Ferguson expressed his ad- rapid development, he asked 
miration for Juninho publicly Brazil's coach, Mario Zagallo, 
following the 3-3 draw Mid- if it was now the policy to select 
dlesbrough gained last week at schoolboys. The game over, 
Old Trafford, a match 1 watched Dunga knelt at Juninho's feet 
on television in the company of Seeing Juninho run out to 

the former Chelsea ana Man- play for Brazil against Sweden 
Chester United manager, Dave at Villa Park two years ago, 
Sexton, who is now employed as Dunga’s first impression was un- 
a member of England's coach- derstandable. you had to won- 
ing and scouting staff. The con- der whether be had got on the 
strain ts imposed on Sexton by wrong bus. Was he really the 
a serious heart operation from mascot? Then the marvellous 
which he is making a rapid re- sleight of foot, his decisive run- 
coveiy could not prevent the ex- ning with the ball and imagi- 
citement he felt whenever native passing. 

Juninho got on the balL Since the turn of the year 

It is not onfy true aficionados Juninho has been outstanding 
who drool over the Brazilian, and in the context of Middles- 
“Juninho is a brilliant footballer” brough's struggles, ahead, I 
Sexton said, “but unlike many of think, of Zola who beat him to 






comparison with 
most of today's 
players, but brave 
and resilient and 
with such energy’ 



Little big man: Juninho (centre) has the heart and the temperament to cope with English football 


Photograph: Mark Thompson/Allsport 


Footballer of the Year. That 
view is endorsed by Ferguson, 
who says: “Against us he’s been 
superb, the best player Fve 
seen in the Premier this season.” 

Comparisons are blurred by 
differences in deployment but 
when assessing die Wembley po- 
tential of both players for our sis- 
ter paper last week, the FoofoaO 
Association’s technical direc- 
tor, Howard Wilkinson, em- 
phasised the extent of Juninho's 
involvement. In one of the 
matches Wilkinson watched 
Juninho participated once a 
minute. “On nine out of 10 oc- 
casions what he did with the ball 
had a positive outcome," he said. 

Character, courage and sim- 
ilar goodies are shorthand for 
relentless aggressiveness, for 
being the tough competitor 
Juninho unquestionably is. 


It was this, as much as gifts 
from the womb that impressed 
Tfcle Santana while he was the 
coach at Sao Paulo, after his 
close rivals, Portuguesa, 
dumped Juninho from their 
coaching scheme on the 
grounds that he was too small 
for the professional game. The 
coach elect of Palmeiras, if di- 
abetes does not force his re- 
tirement, Santana would 
probably have led Brazil to vic- 
tory in the 1982 World Cup fi- 
nals but for the loss of a gifted 
centre-forward, Reinaldo. He 
said: “It does not surprise me 
that Juninho has made a big 
success in English football, 
because he has a big heart and 
an excellent temperament. I 
can’t imagine that there is a 
player in the world who can in- 
timidate him. And he was al- 


ways a joy to work with, a re- 
ally nice boy who never gave 
us any trouble.” 

It is not difficult to come up 
with glowing tributes, the con- 
soling arms that Leeds players 
draped around Juninho's shoul- 
der after his unflagging effort 
against them last Monday that 
failed to bring about survival, 
testimony to .widespread admi- 
ration. At the match was the 
former Leeds and Republic of 
Ireland stalwart, John Giles, 
who said: “Probably because he 
didn't have Ravanelli to take up 
attacking positions Juninho at- 
tempted too much on his own 
today but there is no denying 
that his attitude is an object les- 
son to most of the players in 
England. The back-pass rule has 
been good for the game but it 
has made it more difficult for 


midfield players to get into po- 
sitions where they can be given 
the ball. It isn’t a problem for 
Juninho and I think his shape 
- long legs, short body - is a big 
advantage because he always 
looks well balanced.” 

Through friendship with a 
Birmingham-based Italian who 
represents Juninho in this coun- 
try (Juninho is of Italian stock), 
Sexton has twice visited the 
Brazilian's temporary home 
near Middlesbrough. "I think 
that having his parents over here 
has been a big help because they 
are obviously a close-knit fam- 
ily,’’ he said “The father is a real 
football man and he went on 
about the tabdinhas [wall pass- 
es] Pele and Coutinho would 
put together in one move when 
they were playing for Samos. I 
enjoyed their company and 


Juninho sets such a good ex- 
ample on and off the field that 
it wifi be a big loss to English 
football if he goes away." 

Concerned about his place in 
the national team (Brazil re- 
cently trounced Mexico 4-0 
without him) Juninho has in- 
vited Pele and his boyhood 
idol Zioo, to the Cup final in the 
hope that they will cany back 
a favourable impression. 

He takes nothing for grant- 
ed. “Brazil can again rail on 
many great players,” he told 
Sexton. “It is my ambition to 
play in the World Cup but 
nothing is for certain.” 

It suggests that Saturday will 
see Juninho in Middlesbrough's 
colours for the last time and that 
only Manchester United have 
the clout to keep him in Eng- 
lish football. 


Bates keeps faith with ‘unlucky’ Vialli 


GLENN MOORE 


It seemed the final indignity 
when Giaolnca Vialli was sub- 
stituted early in the first half of 
Chelsea's last Premiership 
match of the season at Everton 
on Sunday. Vialli was made the 
fall guy for the dismissal of 
Erode Grodas, and few Chelsea 
fans expect him to stay at the 
chib beyond Saturday’s FA Cup 
final against Middlesbrough at 
Wembley. 

However, Ken Bates, the 


Chelsea chairman, who was the 
first to commiserate with Vial- 
li cm Sunday, said yesterday that 
he expected Vialli to remain at 
the dub. 

“He was ebanged very early 
aud came out of the dressing- 
room first on Sunday,” Bates 
said. “I was there, I gave him a 
big bug and said to him: 'You’re 
not having any luck at the mo- 
ment you're even being substi- 
tuted for a goalkeeper.”’ 

Vialli is expected to be asub- 
stitute on Saturday and Bates 
added: “It is a measure of the 


strength of our squad that he's 
on the bench. But 1 wouldn't an- 
ticipate him not to be here next 
season. He likes London, he's 
very happy to be driven around 
by chauffeur, to sneak the odd 
fag when he thinks no one's look- 
ing, it's his kind of town. 

“I wouldn’t expect him to be 
happy about not being in the 
first team, I would not expect 
that of any player whether he 
was 17 or 37. 1 expect a certain 
amount of loyalty in that situ- 
ation, but also dissatisfaction 
otherwise . it would mean the 


player had given up striving. He 
has two years to go on his con- 
tract and his future is down to 
the manager. All team selection 
sales and purchases are down to 
the manager." 

Vialli joined Chelsea on a 
free transfer from Juventus 
who he captained to success in 
the European Cup final last 
May. The shaven-headed figure 
was an immediate hit with the 
supporters but his relationship 
with Gullit, a one-time friend in 
Italy, appears to have deterio- 
rated. The incident at Goodison 


Park on Sunday follows an 
equally humiliating occasion at 
Fratton Park in the FA Cup sixth 
round when he was ready to 
come on as substitute only to be 
sent back to the bench when a 
defender was injured and a dif- 
ferent player brought on. 

Yet both his and Gullit’s re- 
action in the wake of the semi- 
final win over Wimbledon 
suggested that the rift was noth- 
ing like as serious as media spec- 
ulation had indicated. Vialli 
despite his lack of matches, fin- 
ished the season as Chelsea's top 


League goalscorer and could yet 
play a part both in the FA Cup 
final and, given his dedication to 
personal fitness, next season. 
Bates added: “It is now a squad 
game we have often had three 
or four supposedly recognised 
first-team players not playing." 

Were Vialli to leave, Chelsea, 


Were Vialli to leave, Chelsea, 
despite paying him wages re- 
putedly approaching £lm per 
year, could still be in profit as 
they signed him for nothing and 
will be entitled to a fee. They 
would prefer, though, to keep 
him at the club. 



Vialli: Fans' favourite 


League praises play-offs for growing attendances Del Piero ‘for sale 
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The Football League was yes- 
terday celebrating the atten- 
dance explosion that has 
attracted four and a half milli on 
new fans to the game over the 
last decade. 

Since the advent of the play- 
offs and the improvement in sta- 
dium facilities following the dark 
days of Heysel and Hillsborough, 
officials at Lytham insist the 
oldest league competition in the 


world has gone from strength to 
strength despite the Premier 
League breakaway five seasons 
ago. The figures hack this up with 
attendances dimbing steadily in 
the 10 seasons since the play-off 
system was introduced. 

In the 1985-86 season, the old 
First. Second and Third Divi- 
sions attracted 7,450,723 spec- 
tators. This year the final total 
is 11,9S6,723 a figure that does 
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not include play-off games but 
which represents a 603 percent 
increase in just 1 1 seasons. 

it makes the Football League 
the best supported competition, 
in any sport, in Britain and their 
spokesman. Chris Hull, said: 
“We believe the play-offs have 
been the key to the growth be- 
cause they have opened up op- 
portunities for more clubs, while 
there has been a real improve- 
ment in the way clubs have 
started marketing themselves. 

“It's also fair to say that in 
Britain we now have the finest 
group of stadia in the world. 
Thai has helped make the game 
more attractive to family groups 
and women and children” 
Average attendances in the 
First Division have jumped 523 


percent since 1985-86 to 12327, 
with the Second Division in- 
creasing 33.6 percent to 6,037 
and a 313 percent improvement 
taking place in the Third Divi- 
sion to 3351. 

Authorities in Romania have 
detained 59 fans and fined 
1,000 others since supporters 
set fire to a stand in a Bucharest 
stadium before a derby match 
last weekend. 

A spokesman for the police 
said yesterday that an inquiry 
was continuing into the actions 
of the 59 fans held in Bucharest 
jails since lost Saturday's match 
in which Steaua Bucharest beat 
arch rivals Dinamo. The others, 
charged with minor public or- 
der offences, were fined the 
equivalent of £2 to £11 in a 


country where average month- 
ly wages stand at about £50. 

More than 700 seats were de- 
stroyed and police herded some 
2,000 supporters out of the sta- 
dium into parking lots to iden- 
tify troublemakers. There were 
no injuries and the match was 
delayed only briefly. 

Police said Dinamo Bucharest 
supporters had brought incen- 
diary devices made of soft drink 
cans filled with varnish into 
Steaua's ground. Derices were 
concealed in drums to dupe the 
thousands of police drafted in, 
in anticipation of trouble. 

Steaua, traditionally repre- 
senting the military, and Di- 
namo, associated with the 
police, have a long history of bit- 
ter rurally. 


Alessandro Del Piero and Chris- 
tian Vieri, bright young things 
of the richly talented Juventus, 
are up for sale - but the price 
is equally stellar. 

Umberto Agnelli, the Turin 
club's owner, said both players 
may be transferred at the end 
of the season if the right offers 
from Spanish and English clubs 
are forthcoming. 

“I wish both Del Piero and 
Vieri can stay with Juve next 
season... however, if bids be- 
tween 30bn to 36bn lire 
(£1135m to £ 16.8m] have been 
actually made for the two play- 
ers, it’s right for the club to take 
them in due consideration.” 
Agnelli said yesterday. 

Atletico Madrid reportedly 
offered 30bn lire for Vieri, a 23- 


year-old striker who has become 
a regular with the Italian 
national team. 

Del Piero, at 22 one of the 
most brilliant Italian players of 
his generation, is being wught 
by Newcastle. Reports put the 
bid for Del Piero by the Premier 
League clnb. who are to plav Ju- 
ventus in August in a game to 
mark the Sene A club’s cente- 
nary, at 36bn lire. 

Juventus are still competing 
for a third European Champi- 
ons' Cup, against Borussia 
Dortmund in Munich on 2S 
May, and the ScrieA title. Last 
year they sold the strikers Gi- 
anluca Vialli to Chelsea and 
Fabrizio Ravanelli to Middles- 
brough after winning both 
competitions. 


Billington achieves his dream and joins the elite 


Equestrianism 

GENEVIEVE MURPHY 


Geoff Billington achieved a 
long-standing goal last week 
wheQ he moved up to eighth 
place on the Wjrid Jumping 
Ra n ki ng s. He joins his Olympic 
team-mates, John (third), 
Michael Whitaker (sixth) and 
Nick Skelton ( 10 th), among the 
top 10 in the world. 

AD four riders will be com- 
peting in the Royal Windsor 
Horse Shaw, which begins its 
five-day run this morning and. 


for the first time, is the venue for 
the British Nations Cup on 
Sunday. They win be jumping for 
prizes worth more than 
£150,000, which include a Land 
Rover Discovery to be awarded 
to the leading rider of the show. 

Billington, Michael Whitak- 
er, Skelton and Robert Smith 
have been chosen as the British 
quarter which will compete 
against teams from Belgium, 
Germany, Ireland and the 
Netherlands. The German vis- 
itors include Carsten-Otio 
Nagel, who won the Grand 
Prix at Olympia last year. 


Smith is still understandably 
devastated by the loss of his won- 
derful young stallion. Big Time, 
who died last month after an at- 
tack of colic. He was by far the 
best show jumper that Smith has 
ever ridden. 

The 18-year-old Senator Tees 
Hanauer, winner of the 1996 
World Cup qualifier at 
Olympia, is now likely to be 
Smith’s mount for both Friday 
evening’s Grand Prix and Sun- 
day's Samsung Nations Cup. 
Smith will probably ride Orthos, 
owned jointly by Ronnie Mas- 
sarella and Don Beard, in to- 


morrow’s Hfldon International 
Team Trial. 

This is the first in the new se- 
ries of four team trials, from 
which the top three on overall 
points will automatically be se- 
lected for the British squad 
which contests the European 
Show Jumping Championships 
at Mannheim in Germany in 
August. 

Billington expects to ride 
Solitaire, whom he bought 18 
months ago in Denmark, in the 
trial. He will also be partnering 
his Olympic partner. Virtual Vil- 
lage It’s Otto, and the promis- 


mg eight-year-old Niko, who fin- 
ished second, behind John 
Whitaker on Neble, in the 
Young Horse Championship 
at Munich last weekend. 

Skelton’s mounts will include 
Virtual Village Zalza, now fol- 
ly recovered from the attack of 
colic which prevented him from 
competing in the Volvo World 
Cup final earlier this month. 
Skelton also rides Showtime and 
the stallion Tinka’s Boy, who 
jumped a clear round in the Na- 
tions Cup last weekend in La 
Baule where he was sixth in the 
Grand Prix. 
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McGhee 

feels tl£H 




second leg of the 

play-off at Molineux t ejmy— 
“We will have to produce our 
best performance of the season 
to go through,” was the Spoes 

blunt assessment yesterday w 
Two goals by Dougie Fr® 9 <J- 
man in the closing mim«esiSf . 
the first meeting at Sejbuist 
Park on Saturday baSr;Hrft 
Wolves with a formidable Ibsc. 

Yet McGhee, like his meptpr 
Alex Ferguson, is an adg>tpna-Aj» 
nipuJator of the psychologies- 
peels of the game and. ; tfce 
manager will need to 
those- sinTls fully if Wolves q&tp 
progress to Wembley - .apt] /.a 
meeting with either IppyiA-^r 
Sheffield United. - ■ r- 

McGhee said: “The teqp*! 
am able to select at the moment 
will have to do more than plfly 
welL They are going tohayerp 
give something extra toyin*h|s 
football match by twft -clear 
goals. We are really asking for 
what amounts to the perfor- 
mance of the season. . If. we 
only play well then. Palacejadfl 
be good enough to maujhust 
“There is going to hayp-fo be 
that extra ingredient pro«liiced if 
we are to make it but I ddi' tdaisk 
that's impossible to acfoev^.T, . 

Steve Froggatt, Don pood- 
man and Mack Vbnus, afl absent 
at Selhurst Park through injmy. 
will undergo fitness tests today- 
In the other play-off* paajeh, 
George Burley may gamble., on 
the precocious talents of K&ron 
Dyer at Pa ran an Road.? With 
Paul Mason, Ipswich’s leading** 
scorer, suffering a hamstring” 
strain. Burley gave the England 
Under-19 international; his fest 
start of the season in Saturday’s 
first-leg draw at Bramali Cape. 

Now Mason is fit, but the Ip- 
swich manager is relucfant'to 
say whether the lS-gearold 
wfll make wary. “It’s a mp?5£ob- 
lem to have,” said Bur^who 
is considering using Steve Sed- 
gley as one of three cenQ&jL&- 
fenders rather than in feusnal 
midfield role. “Keiron w&dut- 
standing and has every chance 
of being involved agafoi" 

In the Second Division-play- 
offs, Brentford defend a2-liijst 
leg lead against Bristol City at 
Griffin Park. Crewe also,Jead : 2-l 
from the first leg, but theyface 
a difficult return against Lut.on 
at Kenilworth Road. 

Hopes of an all-Wales Third 
Division play-off final; were 
dented by Cardiff's l-0*jfiisUeg 
home defeat by Northampton, 
although Swansea coiddi.jstili 
reach Wembley. Thev,.face 
Chester at the Vetch Fipld;fpl- 
lowing a goalless draw. ^at, the 
Deva Stadium. 
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Trophy hunts 
begins for _ 
Barcelona 

Bobby Robson is facing an 1 im- 
portant few weeks, starting 
tonight, when Barcelona meet 
the holders, Paris St-Gertdajai, 
in the European Cup-Winners’ 
Cup final in Rotterdam. 


winning a treble of Spanish 
league, Spanish Cup an&fbe 
European Cu p-Winne rs^-Cup , 
but at the same time we'oould 
end up winning nothing^**.* 
Robson conceded tha;1 his 
side were favourites to wifi the 
Cup- Winners’ Cup for ai$ Un- 
precedented fourth time. ’ but 
said: “Paris St-Germain.Thave 
not played for 11 days, while vye 
had a very bnusing’matchswith 
Real Madrid on Saturday ^"- 1 
“That game really toolfc.alot 
out of my players and I think it 
could have given a big< ailvan- 
tage to the French teamj-'fyKo 
are very well rested.” 

He said the bomb yiy 
which delayed Ranreloni’ftijigfit 
to Rotterdam for four hour&3h 
Monday had not unduly dis- 
turbed his squad. “Theyh'a^gil 
got over that and are ju^fo^- 
ing forward t o the mau^t,-". - 

tnnqui!^ 

La Pena Stnfchtov, Rgo. RoraHkj. 

Ps^StCannoin (probotte): 

N bony. l» gy. Alflarmo, Larry. -Caum. 
Guerti, LBonarto, rw, Late. . If . 



.the highest sforef ^English 

nnt:das£ inigby onion .fhk 


qap wasjjist behind witti'47!i 
POuffSj.with RjchmohtfsISi- 
man MaStm. third highest 
with 441. . ■ 
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Middlesex 
* no match for 
Somerset 


Cricket 


;H£MrY blofeld 
Reports from Lord's 
-Sgmerset 287-6 
■WMdlesex 260 
Sofwaset win by 27 runs 


•'fr^waS-unlikely that Middlesex 
woilklavoid the ignominy of los- 
. ing' all four of their group 
•matches in the Beoson and 
Hedges once they had allowed 
Somerset to score another 
•115 runs from their last 12 
ovfers yesterday. 

G | ‘ ■ Thfe only ‘time they were on 
tenns'.with their huge target was 
whdn Paul Weekes and Mike 
■Gtrfting were adding 71 in 15 
overs for the second wicket, but 
without Mailt Ramprakash who 
has-a pulled hamstring, they had 
no one capable of maintaining 
■a Sustained challenge. 

• '.Weekes has turned into a 
most 'competent cricketer. He 
is -a ‘well organised batsman 
and a beautiful striker of the ball 
as 1 well as being an accom- 
plished off-spinner and a tiger 
in the field. Now that Gattrng 
■is a selector, Weekes’s merits 
will surely be discussed when 
England teams are chosen. 

Middlesex had reached 24 m 
the eighth over when Jacques 
Kaflis shuffled across his crease 
to a ball from Graham Rose 
which went down the hill at the 
Pavilion End and had him 
caught behind. Gatting, who 
nowadays has a strong look of 
the Ancient Mariner about him, 
took a while to get off the 
■m'ajk 'and then square cut 
Keith -Parsons for a thumping 

<^vfbur.-i 

- 1 ■ With Weekes playing some 
lovely drives between mid-off 
and mid-on. runs came fast un- 
til Gaffing went forward and 
tried to push Jason Kerr square 


on the off side and was ex- 
tremely well caught behind by 
Robert Turner diving to his 
right. This would have been die 
moment for Ramprakash to 
have come in. 

As it was, wickets now feD too 
frequently for Middlesex to ef- 
fectively continue the challenge. 
Jason Pooley was Ibw, half for- 
ward to Rose, and Weekes was 
fourth out at 177 driving Rose 
to long on. Kehh Brown was the 
next to go, Ibw trying to work 
Michael Bums to leg. 

Scott Moffat and Keith 
Dutch quickened Middlesex 
pulses a fraction when they pat 
on 54 in swen overs for the sixth 
wicket. But after Poole drove 
Rose for six. Dutch swept Par- 
sons to deep square leg and al- 
though Moffat went on to reach 
his fifty in 36 balls with six fours 
Middlesex by then had too 
much to do. 

In the morning Peter Bowler 
and Richard Harden had set 
about the Middlesex bowling in 
fine style.They put 101 in 12 
overs- and Harden's 66 came 
from 49 balls with three sixes 
and three fours. The Somerset 
score was finally taken out of 
Middlesex’s reach by Turner, 
who hit 30 in 11 balls including 
20 in the last over of the inning 
off Ricky Fay. 

■ The Australian coach, Geoff 
Marsh, said he bad “no worries" 
following the first practice ses- 
sion of the Ashes tour at Lord’s 
yesterday. Marsh, the former 
Australian opener, saw his 
squad ease gently into then- 
work, with nets being followed 
by some short catching and 
ground fielding sessions. The 
Australians will net again at 
Lord's today before travelling 
on to Arundel for the traditional 
tour opener against the 
Duchess of Norfolk's XI to- 
morrow. 


Best feet forward: The Australians have their first day of batting practice at Lord’s yesterday in preparation for the opening game of the tour of 
England, against the Duke of Norfolk’s XI at Arundel tomorrow Photograph: Peter Jay 

Small’s big hit secures victory for Warwickshire 


Round-up 


Gladstone Small hit Devon 
Malcolm straight back over his 
head for six to secure victory by 
one wicket off the penultimate 
ball of yesterday’s match with 
Derbyshire, clinching War- 
wickshire’s place in today’s 
Benson and Hedges Cup quar- 
ter-final draw. 

With the last pair at the 
wicket, Warwickshire needed 12 
off the last over and six off the 
last two balls when Small 


launched into Malcolm, send- 
ing the ball soaring past the 
helpless Derbyshire captain 
Dean Jones, who lost sight of 
the ball in the early evening sun - 
shin e at Derby. 

Small had earlier played a big 
part in restricting Derbyshire to 
216 for 8 by claiming 5 for 41. 
Derbyshire’s innings began in 
explosive fashion with Chris 

Adams strength enin g his 
for a call into England’s one-day 
squad with a flamboyant 6L 

Adams hit 11 fours and a 
huge six off 61 balls in a thriUmg 


114-run opening partnership 
with Kim Barnett which threat- 
ened to set Warwickshire a 
daunting total after they won 
the toss and decided to field. But 
Small dismissed Adams, Dean 
Jones and Gul Khan in a superb 
spell to spark a Derbyshire col- 
lapse as they lost eight wickets 
for 87 runs. 

Warwickshire, who needed 
victory to qualify on a higher 
run-rate than their opponents, 
had looked comfortably on 
course after Nick Knight, who 
made 69 in onfy his second in- 


nings since breaking his finger 
in New Zealand, and Dougie 
Brown steered them to within 
83 runs of victory with nine 
wickets in hand and 19 overs re- 
maining. 

But an astonishing collapse 
with eight wickets falling for 69 
in 17 overs, after Vince Darke 
dismissed Brown, David Hemp, 
Do mini c Ostler and Knight in 
quick succession, established 
Derbyshire as favourites be- 
fore Small’s late flurry. 

A raioed-off match main- 
tained Kent's unbeaten run in 


the qualifiers to give them a 
home tie in today s draw. They 
took a point from an abandoned 
game at Bristol which saw them 
make 239 for 7 and Glouces- 
tershire replying with 50 for 1. 

The tie between Scotland 
and Nottinghamshire was aban- 
doned without a ball being 
bowled following an 830am in- 
spection at Edinburgh. The two 
sides, who occupy the bottom 
two places of Group B, were 
awarded a point each, as were 
Ireland and Essex whose game 
in Downpatrick was abandoned. 


Fischer’s fifth America’s Cup campaign 


Sailing 


STUART ALEXANDER 


Equalling Sir Thomas Upton’s 
record. Australia's Syd Fischer 
yesterday confirmed he will 
mount his fifth campaign for the 
America’s Cup in 2000. 

Fisc her, who wfll also captain 
Australia’s Champagne Mumm 
Admiral’s Cup team at Cowes in 
July, first challenged in 1983 at 
Newport Rhode Island, the year 
-Alan Bond defeated the Amer- 
ican for the first Lime. He then 
challenged again with the fast 
at Steak'iN Kidney at the Australian 
~ defender trials before the 1993 
Cup defence in Perth. He made 


his third and fourth attempts at 
San Diego in 1992 and 1995. 

Australia first challenged for 
the America’s Cup in 1962, with 
Gretel. representing the Royal 
Sydney Yacht Squadron. It won 
in 1983 with Australia fl, repre- 
senting Royal Perth Yacht Oub. 

Fischers latest effort departs 
from past association with the 
Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron. 
Against what are expected to be 
at least 10 other challengers 
when the lists dose in Auckland 
today, he will represent the 
Cruang Yacht Oub of Australia 
in New Zealand. 

A man who is always careful 
with budgets, Fischer has yet to 
announce whether he will mod- 


ify the yacht in which he chal- 
lenged m San Diego in 1995, or 
boild a new one. 

Discussions over a second 
Brit&i syndicate have been aban- 
doned, leaving the Chris Winy- 
managed group, representing 
the Royal Dorset Yacht Club, a 
dear run. His earber plans to an- 
nounce further financial support 
for an np to £I5m effort have 
been delayed until mid-June. 

On the South coast, perfect, 
flat water conditions in the 
Western Solent gave Denmark's 
Morten Henriksen, winner last 
week of the Algarve Cup, a per- 
fect 4-0 start in the Hoya 
Lymington Cup. 

Britain’s only Grade One 


match racing Grand Prix has a 
field of 16 in two groups, the top 
four from each going into the 
quarter-finals tomorrow. 

Britain’s Chris Law, one of 
those looking at a second 
British America’s Cup syndi- 
cate, but keen to express sup- 
port for just one, scored 3-1 as 
the results went with form. 

Murray Jones (New Zealand) 
and Bertrand Pace (France) de- 
spite a shunt from Stuart QnkJer- 
Jey, joined Law in Group A, while 
in Group B Magnus Hohnberg 
(Sweden), Thierry Peponnet 
(France) and Peter Hohnberg 
(US Virgin Islands) all ended 
smifiog an 4-0; John Meriicks and 
Ian Walker more glum on 1-3. 


Date is set for Lewis defence 


Boxing 


After three months of non-stop 
talks and uncertainly, Lennox 
Lewis can now start preparing 
to make the first defence of his 
World Boxing Council beavy- 
weight title against Henry Ak- 
inwande in Lake Tahoe. 
Nevada, on 12 July. 

Following negotiations, 
which ran on through the night, 
agreement was eventually 
reached. And, importantly. 
Home Box Office, the Ameri- 
can cable network, have con- 
tracted to stage the bout after 
withdrawing last weekend. 

Lewis v Altinwande will start 


at 4pm local time to allow a 
midnight screening in Britain by 
Sky television. Lewis said: “I'm 
pleased all the politics and all 
the messing around are over. 1 
just want to get on with my ca- 
reer. Because of all the trouble 
I’ve been caused, I intend to 
make Akinwande pay.” 

Lewis will soon move to an 
altitude training camp at Big 
Bear in northern California. It 
is a venue he used before his 
crucial WBC eliminator stop- 
page of Lionel Butler in Sacra- 
mento two years ago. 

No less than seven purse of- 
fer deadlines were scrapped 
while negotiations went on be- 
tween Eton King, Akinwande’s 


promoter, and the Lewis camp. 
The meeting between the two 
British-born heavyweights was 
recently finalised for Atlantic 
City. King, however, is not al- 
lowed to be involved in any pro- 
motion in the New Jersey 
gambling resort. A London 
fight was shelved by a contrac- 
tual delay. 

Akinwande, the unbeaten 
mandatory challenger, has 
made two successful defences of 
the World Boxing Organisation 
heavyweight championship, the 
last against Scott Welch, the 
Brighton boxer, in Nashville in 
January, but relinquished the ti- 
tle to concentrate on a challenge 
for Lewis’s crown. 


Central 
Park stay 
coy over 
Koloi 

Rugby League 

DAVE HADF1ELD 


Wigan have appealed for their 
new arrival, Paul Koloi, to be 
given time to show what he has 
to offer. The 24-year-old Tcm- 
gan centre, who impressed the 
Wigan captain. Andy Farrell, in 
the World Nines in Townsville 
this February, has been touted 
as a replacement for Va'aiga Tu- 
igamala. 

“That's pretfy daunting," 
Koloi said. “Inga's a legend and 
I just want to play as well as I 
can in ray own right." 

The Wigan coach. Eric Hugh- 
es. agrees with that approach. 
“It's just not fair to the lad to 
compare him with Tuigamala," 
be said. “Even Inga needed 
Lime to prove himself and we 
hope that Paul will be given that 
time and patience that he will 
need as well. In the case of re- 
cent signings like Stuart Lester 
and Doc Murray, we have to 
throw them straight in, but now 
we are a bit stronger and wc can 
afford to be patient.” 

Neither Lester nor Murray, 
who like Koloi came from play- 
ing their rugby in New Zealand, 
have made an instant impact at 
Central Park. Lester, in fact, was 
on the point of being hived off 
to another British clnb which 
had shown interest in him un- 
til he started to put some con- 
vincing form together in the 
reserves. 

Koloi, who has been playing 
for the Canterbury Cardinals 
in Christchurch, rates his illu- 
sive running and ability to 
keep the ball alive as his best 
attributes. 

“Initially. I see him as cover 
for the centre and wing posi- 
tions,” Hughes said. “If he 
makes an immediate impres- 
sion, then all the better." 

Provided he gets over his jet- 
lag, Koloi will start his Wigan 
career in the Alliance fixture at 
home to Halifax tonight. He be- 
comes the second Tongan in 
swift succession to arrive at 
the club, with Lee Hansen, 
signed from Widnes last month, 
making an impressive full debut 
against London last Friday 
and certain to hold his place in 
the first team at Halifax this 
Sunday. 

St Helens have vehemently 
denied offering their captain, 
Bobbie Gouldmg, to Warring- 
ton in a bid to persuade them 
to part with their Great Britain 
forward, Paul Sculthorpe. 

“Bobbie remains the kingpin 
of our set-up and our efforts to 
retain the Super League title," 
said the Saints' chief executive, 
David Howes. 

‘We did make an inquiry for 
Sculthorpe but were told that he 
was on a four-year contract 
and was not available. We now 
regard the matter as dosed." 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


SPORTING DIGEST 


B^oa and Hedges Cup 

frrcarnpt’srF one-day matenes held wet ftom 
Mono# 

i v Warwickshire 

_ : WnnricksMn: won by one -Mcket- 

Wamk&Nra won tnss 

DERBYSHIRE ^ 

•ITJ Bjhihq c Pper 0 Gtfes — 38 

.CJAdams tow b Small 61 

: >B W tones b Small — — - --3 

•WWwrc ftperb Small -26 

VPQafKerunout — 

‘ P.AJ«peEreiteBc Fernery bSrrwh 12 

G Si Rodens b Donald — “ 

D E Mateotm b Donald - -0 

„ A i Herts not out zi 

Extras 01 U13 wS nbS» - -30 

7.2018-201. 

'4M Ijottufc X I Doan. 

Donald 10-0-32-2 Bnwinip-1-38- 
oTweteft 5-0-34-0: Gfes 10-0-37-1; SmaR 
'■ MHU1-3; Srrsth 5-0-20 1. 
WARWICKSHIRE _ 

TN VJbieht e and b Oarte 

■ MU KSmrth b Malcolm - J* 

-JZRflmmBwb crate -5f 

P,L wind b Clartie — i 

O PAstier scant* - ---■ r® 

;TjePW»tey c DeFtenas o Hams 

-rfFOwsb Hams - i 

not out r j 

wSHfets? 4ais wwsi 

2-124 a-126 4-152 5-163 & 191 

•7-191,8-193 6193- 

mKjle Defredas 10-2-32-0: Mafccjm 6.5- 
nj aS ^Hnm- iQ-O-41-3: Dean 3-0-130; 

B ptiBTT 10 m i it Clart* mhmsh. 

IbapfcwK V A Hotter and B Leadoester. 

tfhftpbatorsMro v _ 

result (rrtnj- » ouu ** to,sWrB 
3tP0UKw&Ul- 

for 7 IG R Cowdrey 771. 
IHtSMRE 
25 for 0) 

1 

£ rCMBe notour — ■ — Vn 

9 (MR) — 50 

2 

-g-rrr- 8 Dudwm ad G Sham 

jUMdtosexv Somerset 

!■ ttUrfeeaawsat won by 27 turn- 

inonaass ' 

ET-.- 

Stater c HeMtr o Kafts — -2 

; 5? fWwe weetes b Fay S 

.^»toetol5wl7nb2) 

•SMltor a, 50 own) — — J87 

'* ■ 5-246 S-2S8. 

s ) I D Kbit. S HunMfg. A R Cb* 

; Wtttes 3-0-32-0- 

icAsebBuns JJ. 

: Km* b Rose 

»«£ Timer OKsir ^ 

ftowbReu q 

1 Bws Bums 


S P Moflat c Turner b Caddfck .60 

K P Dutch c Ecdesone b Pfflson* 20 

R L Johnson c Barter b Ke*T 19 

ARC Fraser b Keir A 

} P Hewn b CaddtcX 


f? A Fay not out — 

Extras (#>13 wl7 nb2» 32 

Total (48.1 ovws) 280 

Fait 1-24 2-95 3-118 4-127 5-143 6-197 
7-231 3240 3253. 

Bowing CaddfcX 9. 1-1-25-2; Rosa 10-0-66- 
2 : Parsons 130-74-1. Keir 10-1-34-3; Buns 
6-0-232; Heabag 3-O-20-0. 

Gold award: p 0 finder (Somerset). 
Umpires: o J Constant and A G TWhitthaad. 

No pi ay yesterday . 

DCNMPKTWCX: no reaulB Iteiand 
GLASGOW (Titwood); No reauK: Scotland v 
Notongjamshue 

Final tables 


Group A 

P w 

_5 4 

UOlPtt RR 

10 8 1613 

Warwick* 

-5 3 

2 0 

6 1531 

DoriijroNro ... 

5 3 

2 0 
2 0 

6 2-68 
6 -150 


5 2 

3 0 

4 350 

tOnar Coanttaa.. — 5 0 

5 0 

0 -2856 

.Group B 

LeJcs 

Nortftant* — 

P W 

4 3 

4 3 

LNRPts RR 

10 6 1315 
1 0 6 9L20 

Durham - 2 J 

2 1 
3 l 

3 -1357 

mm9m m 

4 0 

1 -5137 

Grotto C 

P W 

5 4 

LNRPts RR 

0 1 9 934 

somv 

5 4 

1 0 

8 2119 

NWH 

i ! 

si 

3 0 

4 0 

4 -051 
2 -1550 



A 0 

2 -1857 

Groap D 

PW 

4 3 

UWPt* RR 
0 1 T 854 


4 3 

1 Q 

8 2958 


4 2 

2 0 

4 -653 


4 12 13 .3232 

-4 0 4 0 0 -6.75 

SECOND XI CHAWHOHSH f (Hml day o» 
four; today: lUBt Tront ftjjlc Mwnnfr 


55 , A A Me&atfe 50: PjWWd 7-70 IV 
tWwe. Horn: Sussex 253 {C J B« 54no; 3 
OfcftoAe 4-46); Slmey 54 tor 1 . 

BAIN HOGG TROPHY (Ona-tWy matdO: 
Saldstooa: Kent 234 tor 9 (0 RAun 95); 
&g&ZBfar 9 0 C Poaen 52). Ito* won 
byfiwrona. 

Starting today 

Britannic Assurance 

Comity Championship 

0^3 day of tour: 11.0 start) 
chSMSPORD: Essa v Durham. 

sourHAWTOfc tendstwe v tac8s»tf»6. 

CANTERBURY: Kent vGtomor^n- 

OLD TRAFHWHk lancashws v Nouus- 

hamdwe. 

LORDS: Wddlesex v DobysJae. 

TAUNTON: Somerset v Sussex 
THE OVAL: Simy v Ooucesta^wt 
EqGBASIDN: IMmndobse v Yoriehse. 

Other first-class matches 

(fiisr d&Y at three; 1130 so ft) 
ppjNERSeCambrid^ Urewsv w Nonhanv- 

IDE PARKS: Ocford Urawrat? v Wltacese:- 

siue. 

SECOf® » CHAifflONsaP IFW 

three. HJft: Fdfing CC: Digtiari v Hamp- 

g^Maklatp ngKantwE s^cne^ P Og 

taraasrro v.Gfamown; 

So-neisec v taccsenhee: BmSoy: rensM* 


Athletics 

bsiand’s Sonia O'SuiBvan w* be^n her 
bu9d-up to toe Athens worid champi- 
onships h Au 0 A wfth a race over 1£00 
metres in Oregon on 26 May. The worW 
5,000m champion, who nwtt drop down 
a dstanceto 1500m in Athens, said 
teidw she vmkJ iun five races only be- 
fore mo wodd chanpionBrtps. CTSuwan, 
27, won a silier medal over 3,000m at 
the world indoor championships in Haris 
in March, later in the same month she 
finished ninth in the world cross coun- 
ty championships in Turin. 

Marathon runners at the IAAF Wortd 
ChampfonSSps in Athens mdifcSow the 
course of toe oridnal race and, for the 
first time, not finish in the main starfi- 
um. Greek oqpnlzers yesterday an- 
nounced that the 42tan 126^ mfle) race 
win start at the ancient town of 
Marathon and end at Athens' all-mar- 
bie PanatheratesaSjm, the site of the 

flret modem Olympic Games in 1896, 
Mwre the opemng ceremonies wffl also 
be held. 3J43 MMetes toocn 145 coun- 
tries wm participate in the Athens 
C h ampionships from l-lDAu&isL 

Bmbafl 

AAEiaCAN LEAGUE: MnaAce B Senate 8 ; 
MamotB 12 Toronto 2; Teres 4 Cleveland. 
2; Aiahem 16 Ctaca 0 > Wtm Sox 8 : Bato- 
more 5 Oakland 1 . 

NATIONAL. LEAGUE: Boride 11 Houston 4; 
Colorado 9 Rtiaddphia Z AtJanta 10 Ptas- 
bispiZ 

Basketbafl . 

Leoparrte, toe BuAtreiserLeegJe cham- 
pions. have r&stffied the hi^vsccffing 
guards John White and &1c Burls. The 
players have aeeed terns to two- 
year deafctharwa keep them in East 
London until the end of the 1998-99 
canpai 9 «.- 

K C Jones yesterday officiary became 
heed coo* of the New Errand ®z- 
zarri of the women'sAmerican IfMgte. 
Jones, an assistant last season with the 
Boston Celtics, has been a part of 12 
NBA championship teams- eigtt a 
pteyg; two as a head coach and two 
as an essblwiL 

NBA Phydf NmHUs E aW em Coo- 
ok New' 


fcrCnec I 


t YtrtSS Mena 76 (Nw Jbrir 


IBM Mst-oTrsreen series 3-11. Western 
Oo rfe fcno:Utah98 LALaters93fcd(Uafi 
mi bESCcHBvensBiies *•!}. 


Jesse Magana, of Hanford, Ca&fomia, 
tock a mtson^ dccston over Atttd KoSen 
c# Ghana, to win the Utorfd Boxing Or- 
ganszaion tn te ma fla w t Junior feather- 
we^t We fin Monday n&it 

Cri cket 

BED SOTE CUP 9W day of ton): 
Kn^ftmn, StUbcesto leenent btenjs390 
and 107 far 4 (RD Jacobs 5&wl: WSndwrt 
aanls 158 axi 337 IK MarthS.fi War 

64). l unwr d Muds wao by dr iridatr. 

Port of Spate. TiUdad: Bamsdes 394 aid 
288 !W£ fed 54m; I R Bishop *94fc Traded 
atdToOago36£and99farl{SRagoaath 
73J. Match drawn. 

Mod: Jamaica 206 and 251 ID S Mor- 
_ SD: Guyana 271 andllfi tor IfS Chan- 
deipaui 56noi. Match dram. 


Football 

A Wtortd Cup qualifier between Slova- 
kia and the Czech Republic has been 
postponed because two Czech pteyws 
are involved to the Uefe Cup final with 
the German ctob SchaBre.^ The European 
group six World Cup qualifier and the 
seoond teg of the Ue& Op final between 
Schalte and Intemahonale are both 
schediiad for 21 Mayt A reerrsr^ad date 

has yet to be set 

Dae Savaga, the MBwaB mldfieldei; has 
been added to the RepuMc of Ireland 
squad tor the group eight Wald Cup 
quatttyngtis a^lnst Liechtenstein in 
Dut*n on 21May The 23-yea«*J Sav- 
age won the last of hts five ceps in a 
3-0 victory o«r BoMa at the ©ant Sta- 
dium, New Jersey two years ago. to 
preparation for the Larsdowne Road in- 
ternational, Mick McCarthy Is IfiteJy to 
ghe Savage a run-out in the Pat Bon- 
ner testimonial between Ireland and 
Celtic on Sunday. Savage is a replace- 
ment for the Sunderland striker Niail 
Quinn who enters hospital tWs week for 
a scan on a knee it^ury. 

UEFA UNDER- 18 CtUMPIONStPP Inter- 
mediary rend second leg (An&a de 
U ero Um o, The Azores): Portugal 3 (Hpob- 
to 20 Scroo 37. 521 Enpand O lagg 4-21. 
MONDAY'S UUE RESUU8: Ponltos Loatfre 


rfslon: LMtpool 3 &enon 1. Avon 
Oomb lnsl fen taagoe Ctec Tot- 
nrtam 3 VAmbtedon 2. VHnsbsaiead Kent 
Leone First dhiMon: Thamesmead Town 0 
Hama Bay 1. Detcb iesgoa: Roda JC 
Kahrade 2 NAC Breda 1. Spadsh leaffie: 
Vasncw l DeportM La Coufta 1 . Iretfng 
posttknx l Real MacM (P37, Pts83): 2 
Banabna (37-78); 3 Deporttvo La Comte 
(37-73). 

Goff 

Nk* ftWo tost to Tbm Lrfvnan, of the 
United States, in a Wbnderful World of 
Goff contest at Barbados' Royal Wfest- 
moneiand course in Bridgetown yester- 
day Faldo fired a seven over par 79, 
compared ©Lehman's three over 75, 
aliowir^ the world No 2 to wa9< away 
with £62,500 in prize money. 

Ice hockey 

A ofie change aimed armaktoi the game 
more open and Increase saving was 
announced by the nemafional Ice Hock- 
ey federation yesterday. The centre ice 
offside rule wU be scrapped alter net 
yeaffs NagaroWWa'OlyiTipks. "Wtewffl 
discuss this rule change with the NHL 
and perttaps they wi follow us. I hope 
so," PMins Lacarriere, of the&lF ndes 
comrrattee, said. "We’re trying to make 
the £me more offensive, mom at- 
tractive.' 

Olympic Games 

Japan's second and third largest 
ernes, Yokohama and Osaka, are of- 
ficially in the running for the 2008 
Olympics after submitting their formal 
ptoposatetotheJapanOfymptoCom- 
mtoee tost week. The IOC is scheduled 
m vote on toe 2004 she this Sep- 
tember and sites that fed in bids are 
I&ely to cany over their attempts to toe 
2008 race. 


Skiing 

Alberto Tomba announced yesterday 
that he will be starring as an actor in 
a television action senes. *1 am over- 
joyed and curio ib to start a new ad- 
ventuns." seU the 30year-dd VforW and 
Olympic champion who wfll be com- 
peting In his fourth Olympic Games at 
Nagano, Japan, in 1998. Tomba, one 
of the most successful and popular 
•skreis ever, wffl begin shooting toe se- 
nes In April, after the ski season, which 
could be his last. 

Speedway 

MONDAYS LATE RESULTS: World Cfaan- 
ptonfaiP BHBrt HriM Oat tag (Bate# 
INTtem (OribdJ 14; 2D Barter (Eaaboumrt 
12; 3 S WBson (unattached) 12. Etta 
League: woterhanipton 51 Belle Vue 39. 

Sumo 

The Hawafen-bom ozeki (champion). 
MusasNmaru, suffered his second up- 
set yesterday as he was forced out by 
the towerwanked Tbsanouml on the third 
day of the 15-d^r Summer Grand Sumo 
tournament. 

SUMER GRAND TOURNAMENT (Tokyo) 
Third day of IS: Yamato (won 1, lost 2) bt 
Tochlnonatt) (2-1); Mainouml (2-1) bt Kon- 

tshhl u-jo: Rfloo (2-1) to K^hadwteM il- 
2); Mgnoumi 12-1) bt Oaoro (1-3: MnatoAtf 
tt-2) K Oaten (0-3); Atehbutaka &0J bt Ko- 
toryu (2-1); HamaooENma (1-2) bt SitteBN- 
ma (1-2); Korito (2-1) bt Ganyu (1-2); 
Kotor^weka (2-1) bt Aogtyama a-2); Tocht- 
auma (3-0) bt Kotatesuma (2-1); Toch*- 
noftaka (1-2) bt Mtotzumi fO-3): Afcteoslwna 
11-2 H Tamakasu® (2-1); TeteatoriM (2-1) 
M Asanosho (1-2); O^nbhU (3-01 bt Mu- 
sowma (1-2); Kato 0-0) bt Kyoku^iuzan (1- 
2): Takanonanv (1-2 bt DeAma (1-2); 
Tosanoumi (2-1) is Mtsaslwreu (1-2); Ate- 
bono (2-1) bt Aeanowte (1-2; Tatanohana 
( 2 - 1 ) W Hottwshte 11 - 2 V 

Itanis 

Gigj Fernandez, toe Wimbledon dou- 
bles champion, wfll partner Argenti- 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Football 

7.45 unless stated 

EUROPEAN CUP-WINNERS' CUP FINAL 
Barcekw v Paris St-fienoah (700)— 
(at Feyenood Stedum, fl o aenfam) 
lUnONWDE RXHBAU. LEAGUE 
PROMOTION PUY-OFF5 
SEIU-FINUS SECOM) LEG 
FIRST OIWSKW 

ipewicb (1) vShoffioM utd (1) 

Wolves ID v Crystal Mm (3) — - 

SECOND DMSWN 

BrentfonJ C2) v Bristol Ct^ (l) 

Latin ll) v Crewe C21 — 

TNBODMSfON 
Northampton (1) v Cardiff (0) 


(0) v Charter (0) (7^0) 

Speedway 

730 unless t&sal 

BRE LEAflUE Kngus Ljm v BBfe Ub (7^5); 
Poole vw awwhanrjtuL 
PREMIER LEAGUE: (Ul v Arena Eton; tong 
Eaton v Eiftttwffi (7.45). 

Other sports 

EQUESTRIANISM: Royal Windsor Hone 
Snow. 


na's Patricia Tarabinl In next week's 
Women's World Doubles Cup in Ed- 
fobugh. Fernandez. 33. beaten finalist 
with Natasha Zvereva last year, has 
won 67 doubles tournaments since 
turning professional in 1983, in- 
cluding 15 Grand Slam titles and 
Olympic gold medals at Barcelona and 
Atlanta. 

ITALIAN OPEN MENS TOURNAMENT 
(Rome) Stogies, first round: C Mcya (Sp) 
bt S PeacewoWo (W 6-4 8-4; S Bru0jera 
(Sp) bt S State [AusJ 6-1 6-4; A Costa (Sp) 
bt A Radutescu (Get) 7-5 6-2; A Benwnrpgti 
(Sp) far D Vfccefc (Cz Rep) 6-3 6-4: H Gumy 
(Ar® bt M Chang (US) 6-3 6-2: T Johans- 
son (Swe) bt 0 SansAnotp TO5-7 6-3 6- 
7r, P Hawhuis (Nelh) UtT Vtootforidas (Aus) 
7-5 6-1; B Beder (Qed bt A Gaudenzf (It) 


7-6 6-2; T Harenai (GB) bt H CarotBO (Sp) 
4-6 7-5 2-0 (ret); Y Katelnitoi (Ruw bt J 
Sanchez fSp) 7-5 7-6; S Diaper (Aus) bt A 
Medvedev (Ukr| 7-5 6-3: J Conner (US1 bT 
P Sampras (US) 7-6 6-4. 

GERMAN OPEN WOMBTS TOURNAMENT 
(Baifin) Stores, Brat round: M Pierce (Ft) 
bt E Wagner (Ger) 6-2 6-3; B Schuttz-Mc- 
Carthy (Nethl bt P ScTnyrter iSwit) 6-1 6- 
4; E Marpncova (Cz Rep) bt Y LAhovtseua 
(Rjs) 6-1 6-4: S tooud (Frl bt A Sugiya- 
ma (Japan) 6-2 6-1; 5 Rtoner (Ger) br E 
CaUens (Bel) 6-1 o-O, AKurmtova (Rus) bt 
S WschKe (Aus) 6-2 6-2; tetuk Basuio (to- 
dor) bt Wang Shi TtieiTai) 6-4 6-3; AGet- 
si (Cz Rep) bt B Bsutus (A ui) 7-5 67 6-4: 
S Kletnovo (Cz Rep) bt J Kandarr (Gen & 
4 62 K StudenlMM) (StovaM bt J Kruger 
(SAJ 61 64. Second rouKfcS Graf (Gei) 
bt C Rubfo (US) 6-3 3-6 61: R Dragonur 


(RorcibtAFusa fFr) 62 62 1 Sprtea (Romj 
bt T Panova (Rusl 7-6 62 A Sanchez Vc- 
ano (Sp) bt B Schen (Aufo 62 4-6 7-5. 

Britain's Shirii-Ann Slddall looks to be 
on her way out of toe Welsh Interna- 
tional Ladies Open in Cardiff. Siddall 
was trailing Swiss Emmanuelle Gagfiar- 
di by a set and 2-4 in the qualifying 
round before heavy rain stopped play. 
Meanwhile, Germany’s Veronika Mar- 
tfoeh is through to the first round prop- 
er alter a 6-4, 6-4 victory over 
Australian Siobhan Drake- Brockman, 
while Laura Pena beat fellow Spaniard 
Ana Alcazar 61. 6-2. 

UA SPRING SATELLITE MSTS MASTERS 

(Canffif) Second round: M Lee IGS) bt A 
S&ambni (Switl 61 63. 







Hingis horsing around 

Women’s world No 1 tennis player 
talks to John Roberts, page 22 


sport 


wRiwremar » may wt • THE inpepenpek 


Joy of Juninho 

Ken Jones applauds Boro's 
brilliant Brazilian, page 24 



Best comes off worst to player power at Quins 



Best: Sacked by Quins 


Rugby Union 

chrsshewett 

AN& DAMD LLEWELLYN 


, standard bearers of 
_ t ,,_ rugby's traditional 
Coripyazi values for mote 
decades&an anyone cares tore- , 
member, last night dragged the 
game towards a bleak new era 
of fbofjball-style job insecurity 
by sacking their director of 
rugby and former England 
coadvDick Best. 


Alt 

eeutives 
terday, thek- 
links -was 
them after 
of player 
without 4 



senior otir awards dinner this evening 

aa^ DLOw that the news has 
■ b$^ confirmed, we have soroe- 
thmgesixa to celebrate.” 

. fyfcqiy, however, will consid- 
^erthe action of the Quins board 
i-i to have beenfar more poiso- 
.. , ... f * npa| than anything Best in- 

leading playeisin^hfin&Will , fHcfe&ori his squad through his 
Cariing, the; fopp&r ^F^ganfe,- to manman- 
captaMj'Com^fe^J fonian-.. *.Sgferoe^;Best's crime appears 
a^emeut fhat^ie-; coac^i^ >:, &^av&b^ lus insistence on 
tried too hard toliye . u=p toils daytime training - 

nickname of' ^^phun^^u^^^^^eappment viewed with 
deed, one said last nighty . .iTdsf^sbnae’iKSror br those players 


with lucrative jobs in the City. 

A dub statement read: 
“Best's position has been ter- 
minated as a result of differ- 
ences over playing policies.” 
However, one senior manage- 
ment source was nearer the 

mar k when he said: “On the one 

band you have an abuse of 
power by Dick and on the oth- 
er a case of player power. The 
reasons for nis departure fall 
somewhere between the two.” 

Best, who wOl maintain a 
slender link with the dub he 


kwesty taking onaicfe as “con- 
sultant on plaYingmatteTSj re- 
fused to shed further light on 
the matter last nigh t “The 
terms of my stepping aside m- 
volve me not cammeiitihg on 
the decision,'’ .he said, mindful 
of the lucrative pay-Off to cov- 
er the remainder ofhis 10-year 
robing contract - .thought to 
have bera the mostsccure deal 
ever negotiated by a. coach in 
any code of football vrijen.it .was’ 
’finalised last year. \v 
He foQows John Halfctherii- 


rector of rngjby at Bath, and 
Mark Ring, who held a sumlar 
position at West Hartlepool era 
professional rugby's newly 
formed scrap heap, buthe is un- 
likely to remain there for very 
long. Depute a life-long coni’ 
mitm&nt to the swanky Lon- 
doners - he joined as a player in 

1973 , captained them to a John 
Player Cup semi-final 11 years 
later and then coached them to 
Pflkington Cop eloiy in 1988 - 
he wiQ have little hesitation in ac- 


ne wiu nave urns ncaiu*uvu *** 
cep ting one of the highly paid 



makes 

tentative 

return 


Tennis 


DERRICK WHYTE 
reports from Rome 

Although he did not suffer the 
same fate as Pete Sampras and 
Michael Chang who were both 
knocked out in the first round 
of the Italian Open, Tim Hen- 
man did not have the easiest of 
days here yesterday. 

The British No 1. playing in 
lus first match since having an 
elbow operation in March and 
his first on a slow clay court 
since the French Open nearly a 
year ago. beat Roberto Car- 
retero 4-6, 7-5. 2-0, the Spaniard 
having to retire with a thigh 
muscle injury. 

Henman, however, had to 
save three match points at 4-5 
down in the second set and was 
generally made to struggle by 
Carretero, a day-court special- 
ist who is ranked 334th in the 
world and has won only two 
matches all season. 

Carretero drew first blood 
when he broke Henman's serve 
in the seventh game of the 
opening sen However, almost all 
the excitement came in the 
second set, in which Henman, 
struggling to find his best form, 
lost his service in the first game, 
broke back in the second but 
went 2-4 down. Carretero still 
led 5-3 and, after Henman had 
held his serve for 4-5, the 
Spaniard served for the match. 

It proved a remarkable game. 
Henman was match point down 
three times and had seven break 
points before he finally won the 
game. That was the beginning 
of the end for Carretero as Hen- 
man won the set 7-5. 

Henman went on to win the 
first two games of the third set 
before Carretero retired, com- 
plaining of a thigh muscle injury. 


Earlier in the match he had 
complained of ankle trouble. 

Henman, who will now meet 
one of two Itahan qualifiers, Da- 
vide Scaia or Damele Musa, in 
the second round, dropped 
from 16 to 18 in the world rank- 
ings this week and defeat yes- 
terday would have been a 
setback with the French Open 
less than two weeks away. 

Sampras and Chang both 
faced jeers and whistles from the 
centre court crowd after their 
defeats yesterday. Both lost in 
straight sets, Sampras going 
down 7-6, 6-4 to the unseeded 
Jim Courier and Chang losing 
to the 54th-ranked Heman 
Gumy, of Argentina, 6-3, 6-2. It 
was the first time ever that the 
top two seeds had lost in the first 
round at the Italian Open, 
which began in 1930. 

The match between Sam- 
pras and Courier was tight in the 
first set They traded service 
breaks in the first two games, 
but held serve into the tie- 
break. Backhand errors by Sam- 
pras helped Courier win the set 
m 49 minutes and the 1992 and 
1993 Rome champion played 
steadily in the second set to win 
the match. 

“With Pete, I'd rather play 
him m the first round than lat- 
er," Courier said. “He gets 
more dangerous in the later 
rounds. We’re aJQ more suscep- 
tible in the first round." 

Sampras also lost his first 
match in his previous tourna- 
ment at Monte Carlo. Both de- 
feats came on day, a surface that 
Sampras has never conquered. 
He has won nine Grand Slam ti- 
tles, but has never succeeded at 
the French Open - the only 
Grand Slam played on clay. 

Chang, who has won four 
AXP Tbur events this year, nev- 
er found his form against 



pose that are certain to fee off 
fered over the next few weeks- 
Andy Keast, the assistant 
coach to Best andainengerof 
the lions backroom stmfnj 
South Africa this summer,, 4®“* 
in place at The Stoop. Hsfong^ 
teem future is yet to 
mined but if the sugge stions 
prove correct that Zi gz?n 
Brooke, the No 8 now nearing 
the end of an fllustriou&AIl 
Black career, is about to Bike 
over, he may not consitier if 
worth his while staying on.^ j 


Tim Henman plays a volley during his comeback victory over Roberto Carretero at the Italian Open yesterday Photograph: Clive Brunskill/Alisport 


Gumy, who knocked out Jim 
Courier, then the fifth seed, in 
the second round here 12 
months ago. 

Chang led 40-0 on his own 
serve at 3-3 in the first set, but 
then dropped five straight 
points. The break put Gumy 
ahead 4-3, and he never looked 
back. The Argentinian, wbp 
lost in the first round at four of 
his last five day-court events, 
broke Chang’s serve in the sec- 


ond, fourth and final games of 
the second set 

“Today was my day," Gumy 
said. “T did everything well. He 
made a lot of mistakes and I 
took advantage of them." 

Spam’s Felix Mantilla, the 
13th seed, also failed to reach 
the second round, losing 6-1, 
3-6, 6-4 to the Australian 
Patrick Rafter. The reigning 
French Open champion, Yevge- 
ny Kafelnikov, seeded fourth 


here, moved into the second 
round with a 7-5, 7-6 victory 
over Javier Sanchez of Spain, 
while Boris Becker, of Ger- 
many, beat the Italian Andrea 
Gaud eon 7-6, 6-2 
Three Spaniards fond of the 
slow, red surface advanced. Al- 
bert Costa beat Germany’s Alex 
Radulescu 7-5, 6-2, Sergi 
Bruguera beat Australia's San- 
don StolJe 6-1, 6-4, and Alber- 
ro Berasategui defeated Daniel 


Vacek of the Czech Republic, 
6-3, 64. 

■ Steffi Graf, playing her first 
match after three months out 
with a knee injury, struggled to 
a three-set win over the Amer- 
ican Chanda Rubin at the Ger- 
man Open in Berlin yesterday. 
Graf, who lost her world No 1 
ranking to Martina Hingis in 
March, triumphed 6-3, 3-6, 6-1. 
**I felt very uncertain out there 
at first," Graf said. “I gave 


away a lot of easy points. I 
wasn’t in the shape that 1 would 
like to be. I am not very happy 
with my performance, but hap- 
py that I made it through my 
first match.” 


Clohessy! 
gamble 




on Lion#? 

Fran Cotton and his_£e4K^ 
high rollers on the LionS sefec^ 
tion pane] yesterday discov- 
ered to their acute embarr- 
assment that their gamble on 
Peter Clohessy, perhaps 7 - the 
most controversial choice;; for 
the three-Tfest tour of - South 
Africa, had backfired, writes 
Chris Hewett. Clohessy de- 
clared himself a non-runner - 
quite literally -for the trip -af- 
ter failing to survive the open- 
ing training session at the 
squad’s base camp in Surrey. 

Paul "Wallace, the 25-year-old 
Saracens tight-head prop who 
succeeded Oobessy in Ireland's 
international front row follow- 
ing the latter’s 26-week ban for 
stamping bn- a Frenchman’s 
bead last year, will travel in his 
countryman’s place. Accord- 
ing to Mark Evans, the Saracens 
director of rugby, Wallace was 
a better bet anyway. “He’s fit, 
fast and bang in form,” be Slid. 
“If he maintains the .perfpr^, „ 
mance levels he produced in tint 
last month of the leagueseason, 
he’ll be a sensation in : South 
Africa." 

. Gohessy, a senior ciiizerr.at 
31, had been playing for 
Queensland in the Super 12 
tournament in recent weeks 
but was suffering from -back 
problems when he received the 
Lions call. Although specialists 
in Australia passed him fit to 
travel. It was ciystal clear yes- 
terday that he ^as in no condi- 
tion to square up -fo.-the 
Springboks. : . 

There were further injury 
problems yesterday for Jack 
Rowell, the England coach, be- 
fore the two-Test tour of Ar- 
gentina, which also begins next 
week. Garath .Archer, the teak- 
tough Newcastle lock, whose 
temperament is only marginal- 
ly less combustible than Go- 
hessy's, pulled out of the trip 
with neck trouble and left Row- 
ell in search of a third replace- . 
mem second-row specialist. ^ 
John Fowler and Martin Bay- ^ 
field cried off last week. and 
were replaced by Dave Baldwin 
and Danny Grewcock. • 
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Thesdays Solution 


ULJU13IMUUI EtJULllUtlU 
UUUUI3UUH 
UUUftlfcJ lilUUlIdUUUOLi 

Id id a u u 

UQUflEEJQGia EJBI3E13 



LuEJidiiLi iduuniauinatj 
HHEtfUUiHU 
laCJHlilUUUtdU tiUUUU 
UlLdbJUUUULi 
uauimuciu uuuiiiBiiiB 


ACROSS 

I One who works to im- 
prove dials and locks? (10) 

6 Harbour transport (4) 

X0 One fell in front of S 
American mammal (5) 

II US lawmen attending 
non-U jousting contests 
(?) 

12 Baronet’s title is arranged 


24 Famous day-school going 


25 Field of battle action (3) 

26 I eat lunch out 

under the table? (9) 

27 Leitmotif opening The 


by queen (3) 
13 Sp 


Ipread fats, perhaps, 
around end of slice (5) 

14 Dependence, these days, 
on the way we speak (9) 

15 Rough seas a concern in 
patrolling? (14) 

IS Commercial scale of im- 
port-export correspon- 
dence (7.23) 

22 Well-off aunt turns out in 
long suit (9) 


28 Peace of mind in rough 
seas (4) 

29 Repositories concealing 
morose sort? (10) 

DOWN 

1 Second blaze to miscarry 
(S) 

2 Morning to replace church 
in andent language (7) 

3 Only one of these S. At- 
lantic islands is inaccessi- 
ble, we hear (7,2,5) 

4 Endless risk carrying 
horse in old coach (9) 

5 Worked and played (5) 


7 -Alice, for example, pro- 
ducing work like Gray’s ( 7) 

8 Mind gift with top 
knocked off? (6) 

9 He drags his feet and trips 
on a carrot, clumsily (14) 

16 Earth-moving machine? 
Duckl (9) 

17 Nonessential features off 
IOW, to the south (8) 

19 Stuffy Henry leaves clean- 
shaven (7) 

20 This style of decoration 
could he traced to Ohio 

21 English grieve endlessly, 
getting up to pour out (6) 

23 First capital gains tax here 
in Berkshire? (5) 


Leonhardsen heads 
Liverpool wanted list 




ALAN NIXON 


Liverpool hope to sign the 
Wimbledon midfield player 
Oyvind Leonhardsen this week 
with part of the £7m sale of 
Stan Colfymore. 

Roy Evans, the Liverpool 
manager, has made an initial 
offer ofpust over £3m for the 
Norwegian, who has given the 
Dons notice that he wul quit for 
nothing when his contract ex- 
pires next summer. 

The Wimbledon owner, Sam 
Hammarn, is looking for a 
price closer to £4.5 m for Leon- 
hardsen, but a compromise 
figure should soon be reached. 

Leonhardsen is seen by 
Evans as the player to give his 
midfield some drive as their bid 
to sign Paul luce from In- 
tern azionale looks like falter- 
ing on financial grounds. 

Evans is also looking for a 
new striker and centre-back af- 
ter this season's disappoint- 
ments. He has the £7m from 
Collymore's sale plus a further 
£5m to spend- 

The Liverpo 
watched Polish striker Marek 
Citko, and he is also consider- 
ing Derby County’s Igor Stimac 
for his defence. 

Aston Villa completed the 
signing of Collymore yesterday 
for a dub record fee of £7m. 
The deal takes the 26-year-old 


former Nottingham Forest 
forward’s total transfer fees 
over the last four years to 
£17.7m. 

Collymore, who cost Liver- 
pool a then British record 
£8 -5m. when he moved to An- 
field in June 1995, signed 
a four-year contract with Vil- 
la with a further one-year 
option. 

“I used to support Villa as a 
boy so this is really a dream 
move home forme,” said Col- 
lymore, who lives only 30 min- 
utes from Villa's training 
ground. 

West Ham are resigned to 
losing SLaven Bilic in a £4J5m 
move to Everton today but 
their manager, Harry Red- 
knapp, will use some of the 
money to offer Portuguese 
midfielder Hugo Pprfirio a new 
deal to stay at Upton Park. 

Porfirio s nine-month loan 
spell from Sporting Lisbon ex- 
pired after the last Premiership 
game of the season at Man- 
chester United on Sunday. But 

his contract with Sporting also 

runs out next month and West 
Ham’s managing director, Pe- 
ter Storrie, will meet the play- 
er and his agent tomorrow to 
negotiate a permanent free 
transfer to London. 

Bilic. meanwhile, has still not 
formally announced his de- 
parture from West Ham but is 
expected to have a medical ex- 
amination at Everton before 


completing a move which will 
make him "one of the highest- 
paid defenders in the Premier 
League. West Ham will show 
a huge profit on the deal, hav- 
ing paid just £1.6m to the Ger- 
man club Karlsruhe for Bilic 
only 18 months ago. 

Bilic insisted he was reluc- 
tant to leave West Ham but 
wanted to join a bigger club ca- 
pable of winning trophies. 
Everton finished below the 
London club in the final Pre- 
miership table. 

Leeds have completed the 
£500,000 signing of the Scottish 
international full-back David 
Robertson from Rangers. The 
Italian clubs, Perugia and 
Ibrino, were both keen to land 
the 2S-year-old Robertson, 
whose contract at Ibrox has 
expired. 

Peter Reid has £6m to spend 
on the transfer market to 
spearhead Sunderland's pro- 
motion challenge back to the 
Premiership. The club’s chief 
executive, John Pickling, yes- 
terday gave Reid the nod to 
cany on as manager as Sun- 
derland came to terms with the 
disappointment of relegation to 
the the FirsL Division, 

“Peter has done an excellent 
job for Sunderland Football 
Gub and he’s still got a job to 
do,” Fielding said. “The £10m 
we promised him is still avail- 
able, less the £3.8m he has al- 
ready spent.” 
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Swiss Watchmakers 


Available at selectee 
Ibe Goldsmiths Gri 
the country’s lead 
jewellers with over ■ 
hationwid 


gold-s-mith-s 


FOR your nearest st. 
°N 0600 GOLDSMITH! 
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